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Above & Below : A lucky Juvenile Pacific Gull was disentangled from a fisherman’s line by members of 
a group walking from Gunnamatta to Fingal; photos by Belinda Hayball.
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President’s report

Dear members, 
As I write these few words for the 
September Newsletter I am conscious of 
the fact that the NCG has been caring for 
our environment since 1973.  It should 
be a time to celebrate.  Yet 40 years on 
we are faced with a most “insidious 
threat to our natural heritage” (The Age 
19 August 2013: 20). 
Our National Parks created to protect 
our natural and cultural heritage 
are under serious threat. Our State 
Government in calling for privatisation 
and commercialisation in our National 
Parks is undermining their raison d’etre. 
Expressions of Interest closed in early 
August for Point Nepean National Park. 
Deliberations have begun.  
The community is excluded from these 
considerations that will affect the future 
of our National Parks. In the National 
Parks Amendment (Leasing Powers 
and Other Matters) Bill currently being 
considered by Parliament, up to two-
thirds of land in National Parks could be 
placed under long-term leases and 99-
year leases are being offered to encourage 
commercial development. Under new 
provisions, the responsible Minister 
will be able to make decisions without 
Parliament passing an amendment to 
the National Parks Act.  
Why do we need “resort-type” 
development in our National Parks? 
In our Nepean Ward we have every 
type and range of accommodation and 
amenity available from Rye to Portsea. 

Bicycle and walking paths link the Bay 
and Bass Strait.  
The Mornington Peninsula NP and 
Point Nepean NP are accessible at 
many points.  These are precious small 
remaining reserves of habitat in much 
need of the highest protection to 
maintain their integrity.  
They contain outstanding remnants of 
our indigenous, natural and cultural 
heritage.  We are their custodians.  If 
we do not act now, who will?  Take 
the example of the turtle: “he makes 
progress only when he sticks his head 
out”. We encourage each one of you to 
write to your local MP and MLA.
To mark the NCG’s 40 years we are 
participating in the Arts, Heritage 
and Community festival to be held in 
the Sorrento Community Centre on 
Saturday 5 October 2013, 10.00 am 
– 3.00 pm.  We will be holding a stall, 
and we are asking for volunteers to 
help us set up, stand with us and clean 
up (please complete the enclosed form 
advising when you are available). Please 
come along to meet your committee 
members, show your support for your 
organisation and see what is going on in 
the wider community in your Nepean 
Ward. Lots of information will be 
available, including plant identification; 
a raffle and a walk. I will be one of the 
guest speakers! So do come along.  
Hope you enjoy all the articles in this 
September newsletter! Thank you to our 
Editor Rosie Tipping and Designer Lisa 
Howard.
Ursula de Jong 
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Aquatic Pests, Diseases and 
Weeds
Department of Fisheries, Victoria

Part 2: European Green Shore Crab 

To help prevent the spread of this 
invasive crab, Victoria has new 
regulations:
•	 recreational anglers must not use 

European green shore crabs as live 
bait or return live unused crabs to 
the water

•	 European green shore crabs can 
now be taken in unlimited numbers 
everywhere other than the intertidal 
zone of Port Phillip Bay.

Identification
Key features:
•	 5 spines on each side of eyes
•	 Last pair of legs sharp & slightly 

flattened at tips - no swimming 
paddles.

•	 Smooth green/brown shell with pale 
orange underside

•	 Shell up to 7 cm wide

Distribution, habitat & impacts
In Victoria, European green shore crabs 
have been found   in Gippsland, Port 
Phillip Bay and west to Apollo Bay. It 
is most often seen in the intertidal zone 
(mud and rocks) and subtidally amongst 
seagrass.

The European green shore crab is an 
invasive species which competes with, 
and predates upon, native species.
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Images from the Department of Fisheries, 
Victoria.  http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/fisheries/

There are several species of native crab 
that could be confused with European 
green shore crab.

The current daily catch limit of 30 crabs 
or 1 litre still applies to all native crabs 
including those identified below.

All species of crabs, including European 
green shore crab, must not be taken 
from the intertidal zone of Port Phillip 
Bay. 

Sand crab (Ovalipes australiensis)
Features:
•	 purple spot towards rear
•	 swimming paddles on last set of legs
•	 pale grey shell, up to 10 cm wide

Red shore crab (Plagusia chabrus)
Also known as Red bait crab or Red 
rock crab.
Features:
•	 distinctive  dark  red/brown
•	 pale lines on walking legs
•	 dense coat of short hairs on legs
•	 shell up to 7 cm wide

Paragrapsus  species
Features:
•	 3 spines on each side of eyes
•	 first walking legs have felt patch on 

inner side
•	 yellow/brown shell with dark red 

spots
•	 shell up to 4.5 cm wide
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Snippets from the Archives

Looking back, the public meeting on 1st 
December, 1974 was a really exciting 
event.  It was called by the newly-
formed (then named) Sorrento-Portsea 
Conservation Group formed when 
the Flinders Shire Counci proposed 
to build a large marina on landfill, 
extending from the Sorrento Pier to 
St Aubin’s Way and out into the Bay to 
accommodate car-parking, 330 boats, a 
Motel, restaurant, refuelling and other 
facilities.  

Several hundred people packed into 
the Ellen Grant Memorial Hall, and 
many more were turned away.  The 
atmosphere was electric, and the 
debate heated.  A strong sense of united 
community purpose prevailed, and the 
meeting resolved to lodge an objection 
to this proposal. Subsequently this 
and several later, even larger marina 
proposals at Sorrento were rejected 
after Environmental Effects Statements, 
expert opinion and community input 
were considered by Independent 
Panels.  This protest meeting stimulated 
community action and resulted in 
greater environmental awareness which 
has been carried forward by the present-
day Nepean Conservation Group Inc. 
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie 
Conservation Group).

Another public meeting was called 
on 12th August 1995  to oppose 

a large, inappropriate residential 
development by Herret Close P/L on a 
former limestone quarry site opposite 
Stringers Corner running down to the 
Koonya Hotel, Sorrento.  Again people 
overflowed the modest hall, but this 
time a public address system relayed 
proceedings outside.  

A televised simulation of the proposed  
development was installed on a TV loop 
showing the impact of the proposed 
over-development which blocked 
views of the Bay. Again public opinion 
demanded a review. Save Our Sorrento 
was formed, a coalition of the Nepean 
Ratepayers’ Association, Sorrento-
Portsea Chamber of Commerce, Nepean 
Historical  Society and our Group, which 
negotiated at length with Council and 
the developer. Submissions were made. 
It was decided some time earlier that 
the covenants on the land including the 
sight lines, established earlier by several 
practical (ex-Army) Conservation 

Gunnamatta to Fingal beach.  Photo by Belinda 
Hayball.
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Group members, would be preserved, 
and roughly half of the land be sold by 
the developer to provide a park along 
the Point Nepean Road frontages.  The 
community set about raising $350,000, 
and finally a magnificent anonymous 
donation of $200,000 made the 
purchase possible. With input from our 
Group the developer and Mornington 
Peninsula Council developed the 
Park we enjoy today which presents a 
more attractive gateway to the historic 
Sorrento Township.
My most inspiring experience came 
over the 16 years spent producing the 
Conservation Group News with my 
daughter, Catherine and my husband, 
Doug, along with Florence Creighton 
and Ian Haskins in the early days. I was 
awed by the knowledge, experience, 
skills and generosity of the many 
contributors - Committee, members 
and other conservationists alike. At 
first we literally cut and pasted typed 
copy and photo-copied illustrations 
together for the newsletter. Later 
we used typed or dictated text and 
“bromides” of photographs, and finally 
(and thankfully) moved to digital 
photography, emails and electronic 
files of information and photographs.  
Throughout this time, the information 
and illustrations by organisations such 
as the Australian Plants Society, Birds 
Australia, Dolphin Research Institute, 
Gould League, Nepean Historical 
Society, Penboc and the Southern 

Peninsula Indigeneous Flora and Fauna 
Association, and individuals including 
Councillor Margaret Bell and Ian Bell, 
Harry Breidhal, Jane Burke, Sylvia and 
Wilton Eady, Christopher Dunne, Allan 
Main, Mal Legg, Judy Muir, Michael 
Ritchie, Stuart Sherren, Gidga Walker 
and many others were a constant and 
shining inspiration.

Margaret McIver

Weathered Tea tree trunk MPNP.  Photo by 
Ursula de Jong.
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Hooded Plovers 

Friends of the Hooded Plover 
Mornington Peninsula (FoHP) report in 
their latest Newsletter that The BirdLife 
workshop held in June at Queenscliff 
was a huge success. 

Diane Lewis (President) reported that 
the workshop went over two days with 
interesting workshops, followed by 
a dinner on Friday night where the 
group of volunteers were entertained 
by Grainne Maguire. Volunteers came 
from all over Victoria, New South Wales 
and South Australia. Grainne and the 
BNB team put together amazing days 
of informative lectures and interesting 
workshops. Some areas covered were 
recent research findings on how beaches 
are in constant change. Grainne, Meg 
and Renee went non-stop for two days. 

There was total dismay when the 
group was informed that the Federal 
Government had ceased all funding for 
the Beach Nesting Project run as part 
of.BirdLife Australia. 

A silent auction was successful in raising 
some funds to keep the BNB program 
continuing for a little bit longer.

The FoHP are at present trying to help 
find some corporate sponsorship to at 
least give the BNB time to hand over the 
project to volunteers. 

After 7 years of research and on ground 
efforts, with over 1000 enthusiastic 
volunteers across the southern coast of 
Australia, it is difficult to understand 
why a decision to halt the program has 
been made. 

Unfortunately BirdLife do not appear to 
want to support the BNB program while 
alternative funding is sourced. Grainne’s 
program needs substantial funding to 
continue, if anyone knows where to go 
for private funding please let us know 
urgently.

Dogs on the National Park 
Beaches

The latest Friends of the Hooded Plover 
Newsletter 
(http://nepeanconservationgroup.
org.au/hooded-plovers/) reported the 
following regarding the Review of Dog 
Walking in the Mornington Peninsula 
National Park by Parks Vic: FoHP and 
Birdlife Australia’s submissions favoured 
a total ban on dogs in the National Park. 
So it was with great disappointment we 
were notified of the new regulations 
for       implementation on 1 September 
2013.   Even though 52% of submissions 
preferred a total ban or more restrictions 
and only 44% preferred no change or 
fewer restrictions, only 7 km of beach 
(of an approximately 60+ km of surf 
beach coast) has been allocated as ‘No 
Dog’ and much of that is already beach 
with restricted access by dogs during 
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Membership notice

Please note that the renewal/ 
subscription notice is included with 
each Newsletter. Thus the form is for 
the use of members to renew their 
membership and/or to pass on to 
friends, neighbours and family, so 
that they too can join the NCG.

Our members are our best advocates!

November to April. Unfortunately this 
means some of our beaches will now be 
put under more pressure from beach 
goers and dogs. Monitoring compliance 
will need to be increased by Parks Vic, 
which will be difficult in the current 
climate of restructuring. 

Such a small allocation of land is 
difficult to understand when 78.9% of 
dogs walked in the park are observed 
off-leash (BirdLifeAustralia) and only
2.9% of dog owners sadly observe park 
signs generally.  

The Parks Victoria web site states: 
‘The park is one of the most important 
parks in Victoria for breeding of the 
threatened Hooded Plover, which is in 
decline throughout south east Australia, 
but the park has a consistently low 
comparable level of breeding success. 
Monitoring of Hooded Plover breeding 
and compliance with dog regulations 
over many years has shown that 
breeding  success is significantly
higher in areas with no dogs and there 
are fewer issues with compliance with 
the dog walking regulations where dogs 
are banned.’ 
At the same time Parks Victoria also 
announced 
‘A review of dog walking will be 
undertaken over the next two years and 
further restrictions will be considered 
if there are concerns with dog walkers 
not observing the restrictions or if dogs 
continue to impact on park values and 
other visitor experiences.’ 

The FoHP is urging people to give PV 
the feedback it needs by taking the 
following action: 
Each time you are within the National 
Park and see a dog off-leash please take 
the time to ring or email FoHP (we will 
send it on). 

Report dogs off-leash to 131963 
1. location 
2. date 
3. time  
4. number of dogs

FoHP
hploversmornpen@gmail.com 

Hooded Plover Chick, Image - FoHP.
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Review of Dogs in Mornington 
Peninsula National Park

Following extensive consultation Parks 
Victoria has released new dog walking 
restrictions in Mornington Peninsula 
National Park. While dogs on a lead will 
continue to be allowed in some areas of 
the park from sunrise to 9.00 am, new 
restrictions apply in areas of the park that 
are adjacent to rural areas and/or areas 
with minimal public access to beaches. 
These areas include London Bridge 
to Sorrento Ocean Beach (excluding 
the Portsea Surf Beach Visitor Site), a 
section of Rye Ocean Beach, a section 
of St Andrews Beach, Gunnamatta 
and a section of the Flinders coastline. 
Detailed maps showing where dogs may 
continue to be walked can be found at: 

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/__data/
a s s e t s / p d f _ f i l e / 0 0 0 9 / 5 8 1 5 4 4 /
Mornington_Peninsula_NP_Dog_
Walking_Areas_Maps_1-6.pdf  Off 
lead dog walking is not allowed in any 
area of the park at any time. These new 
restrictions will be reviewed in two 
years time.  The NCG together with Bird 
Watchers and the Friends of the Hooded 
Plover are monitoring ocean beaches. 
We suggest that you report any illegal 
dog activity to us and to Parks Victoria, 
with pictures if available. A register will 
be kept and will form the basis of the 
next PV review. 
Specific areas for both on lead and leash 
free dog walking have been established 
by the Mornington Peninsula Shire on 
bay beaches. Information about the 
location of these areas is available at 
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au  

Dogs off leash in the MPNP.  Photo by Ursula de  Jong
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Membership

Membership for the NCG is running at 
about 250, involving nearly 400 people 
after allowing for family memberships. 
Renewal of memberships early in the 
year has improved over recent years.
 
However, currently we have about 
60 memberships that have not been 
renewed for 2013 (about 25%).  This 
follows a mail out earlier in the year 
to catch up on late renewals.  Many 
members responded to that mail out 
and renewed for 2013.

We urge those members who have still 
not renewed to show their commitment 
and renew within the next few months.  
It would be an excellent result if we 
achieved over 90% of memberships 
up to date for 2013 by (say) the end of 
October at the latest.  This would then 
place us in a good position for 2014.

Up to date membership is the only way 
the Committee can be confident of 
the number of memberships making a 
commitment to the NCG cause.

John Franklin
Membership Officer

Spring on part of the old limestone track along 
the Ocean Beach MPNP.  Photo by Ursula de Jong
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Winter Rambles

Our June ramble was at Bridgewater Bay.  
A fine and mild day greeted us as we 
enjoyed the enduring attraction of this 
area - both since European settlement, 
and by indigenous peoples beforehand.
These walks are a great opportunity to 
meet fellow members, and learn more 
about our special environment in a 
relaxed, informal setting.

August ramble

On Sunday 25 August we shared a special 
ramble with Friends: we visited the 
Sid Baker Reserve and the E G Ritchie 
Memorial Flora Reserve, followed 
Summoner Street between them, then 
headed to Bass Strait with Gidja Walker 
as our guide.  We learned so much! 
Twenty participants were introduced 
to the formation of moonah woodlands 
and grasslands on the Nepean Peninsula, 
so that we could contextualise this area 
behind Bridgewater Bay. We discovered 
the finer points behind poas and grasses 

and sedges; we discussed strategies 
for weed eradication when all seems 
overwhelming; we identified male and 
female clematis; pimelia and bitter bush.  
We looked for habitat and markers of 
different ecologies, learning that the 
greatest diversity of species occurs 
at the boundaries or intersections 
of ecosystems.  So many hidden 
treasures were revealed. We marvelled 
at the results of direct seeding and the 
nursery that has been created in both 
reserves for the future.  As we moved 
along Summoner Street we discussed 
the impact of weeds, the survival of 
some rare plants and the pilot weed 
eradication program established by 
the NCG and Bridgewater Bay Friends 
Group. In the Mornington Peninsula 
National Park we noted the change 
in vegetation height and habit as we 
moved closer to the ocean, the impact 
of the salt spray, erosion, middens.  We 
breathed deeply of the ozone and went 
home marvelling at what this place has 
to reveal.  
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Contributions to the 
Newsletter

Please, send us your favourite photos 
(with captions) of the southern end of 
the Peninsula, so we can share its beauty 
with all members. We will publish (with 
acknowledgement), as many as we can 
over successive editions of the NCG 
newsletter. While not necessary, if you 
have a story to tell about the photo that 
would be even better.

Photographs should be of high 
resolution/quality and sent to: 
ldj_design@yahoo.com.au

Images pp.11-12
Participants on our winter rambles at 
Bridgewater Bay and in our Bushland Reserves, 
taking note of Gidja Walker’s insights into our 
local habitat.  
Front Cover: Accasia Paradoxa - our prickly 
wattle in full bloom this Spring.
Back cover: winter storms have removed tons of 
sand at Fowler’s Beach.
Photos: Ursula de Jong
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DIAMOND BAY
2nd Friday each month at 9.30 am.
Contact: Richard Holland 
email: hollandr@ozemail.com.au
(Melway 157 B 11) (Parks Victoria)

DIMMICKS BUSHLAND RESERVE
Mungala Crescent South
1st Sunday each month at 10am.
Contact: Keith Murley 59889124
(Melway 167 G7) (Council)

E.G.RITCHIE RESERVE
1st Sunday of each month. 
Contact: Ursula de Jong, or Margaret Finger
(Melway 167D5) (Council)

HOODED PLOVER
Nest and chick monitoring:  
Friends - Contact: Diane Lewis (President) 
0419 320 205 or 
email: hploversmornpen@gmail.com

Parks Vic survey:  
Friends -Contact: Neil Shelley 0438 557 178
Park issues: Parks Vic - Contact 131 963 /
PVHoodedPloverMorningtonPeninsula@parks.vic.gov.au

POLICEMANS POINT/STEAM TRAM 
PLATFORM, Sorrento
Contact: Charles Cayless 5984 4081
(Melway 157 B7) (Council)

BRIDGEWATER BAY FRIENDS GROUP
Contact: Kate Wright-Smith 0431341217

SULLIVAN BAY /WESTERN SISTER
Contact: Robin Bray 59845495, 
or Richard Hollard 59845007

POINT NEPEAN
1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesday each month at
1.30 pm.
Contact: Brendan 5984 6000(Parks Victoria)

SID BAKER RESERVE
3rd Sunday alternate months 10am-12pm.
Contact: Suzie Mac Farlane 98175139
(Melway 167 E4) (Council)

SLIPS RESERVE 
MacFarlane Ave
Last Sunday each month. 
Volunteers required 
(Melway 167 CD1) (Council)

TUCKEY TRACK RESERVE
Usually last Monday each month at
9am Contact: Alex Grieg 5984 5373 
(Melway 157 D10) (Council)

SPRAY POINT WILD COAST 
CONSERVATION GROUP INC.
Active with working bees, and annual 
planting etc.
Contact: Amanda Stuart 96454616

NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie Conservation group Inc)

ABN 44 531 738 131 Reg. No. AOO 2079IU
PO Box 157, Sorrento, 3943

www.nepeanconservationgroup.org.au  email: info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

FRIENDS GROUPS
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868	  Melbourne	  Rd,	  Sorrento	   www.sorrentocc.org.au	   	   Ph:	  5984	  3360	  

	  

	  
Community	  Arts	  Heritage	  Showcase	  

	  
Saturday	  5th	  October	   10am	  –	  3pm	  

	  
Free	  entry	  with	  door	  prizes,	  raffle	  and	  give-‐aways!	  	  All	  under	  one	  roof	  and	  for	  all	  ages! 
	   	   	  
Sausage	  sizzle	  and	  refreshments	  available!	  
 
The	  Sorrento	  Community	  Centre	  will	  be	  abuzz	  with	  activity	  with	  a	  series	  of	  exhibitions,	  
demonstrations,	  interactive	  displays,	  talks,	  art	  and	  crafts	  works	  for	  sale,	  kids	  activities	  and	  much,	  
much	  more.	  
	  

• Display	  &	  demonstrations	  on	  Mosaics,	  Oil	  painting,	  Embroidery,	  Craft,	  Photography,	  
Art,	  Quilting,	  Patchwork,	  Gardening,	  Jewellery	  ,	  Pottery	  and	  Woodwork	  

• Learn	  about	  Facebook	  with	  interactive	  training	  sessions	  and	  genealogy	  searches	  
• Visit	  the	  pop	  up	  community	  stalls	  –	  you	  might	  be	  surprised	  what	  is	  available	  for	  you!	  
• Find	  out	  about	  community	  involvement	  and	  volunteering	  opportunities	  
• Kick	  start	  your	  kitchen	  garden	  at	  the	  garden	  demonstration	  and	  plant	  stall	  
• Celebrate	  Nepean	  Conservation	  Group	  40th	  Anniversary	  	  
• Launch	  of	  Rotary	  Club	  of	  Sorrento	  Shutterbugs	  2014	  ‘Beach,	  Boats	  &	  Bay’	  themed	  

amateur	  photographic	  competition	  for	  primary	  and	  secondary	  school	  students	  	  
• Introduction	  and	  information	  on	  the	  30th	  Annual	  Rotary	  Art	  Show	  in	  January	  2014.	  
• View	  historic	  pictures	  of	  Sorrento	  and	  surrounds	  
• Hands	  on	  kids	  activities	  and	  face	  painting	  

	  
Guest	  Speakers:	  

11am	  	  	   Dr	  Ursula	  de	  Jong	   	   "Sense	  of	  place"	  

12pm	  	  	   Richard	  Cotter	  	   “	  The	  first	  settlement	  at	  Sorrento	  1803-‐4	  under	  David	  Collins”	  

	   1pm	  	  	   Jane	  Burke	   	   	   “Indigenous	  plants”	  

	  
SORRENTO	  ARTS	  HERITAGE	  WEEKEND	  	  5-‐6th	  October	  



NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie Conservation group Inc)

ABN 44 531 738 131 Reg. No. AOO 2079IU
PO Box 157, Sorrento, 3943

www.nepeanconservationgroup.org.au    info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au


