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Seasonal rambles- winter walkers. Photo: Emily Cohen

Winter ramble: view of the Bass Strait coast at Sorrento.  Photo: Emily Cohen
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Dear NCG members, 

Marking hundreds of student 
assignments has meant this June 
Newsletter is a little delayed – my 
apologies! Winter is seriously upon us.  
Many I meet are complaining of the 
cold and the rain!

As I write the shortest day has just gone, 
which means the days will be getting 
longer again. As our ocean swimming 
has been curtailed by the weather and 
the extremely high low tides, I am 
reminded that Nature provides us with 
a myriad of ways to experience life. 
The diurnal changes and seasons are a 
good measure of the changes that life 
brings. Winter is the time for drawing 
in: rest and renew is the message of this 
season. The initial resistance to this is 
generally due to the shortened daylight 
hours, giving us the feeling that we are 
constantly running out of time. Our 
lives are so busy and driven that it is 
essential to recognise that perhaps we 
can give ourselves a brief respite from 
all our busyness. 

A small group of NCG members 
(aged between 20 and 82) did just that 
with the NCG June Seasonal ramble 
- we set out, in spite of heavy rain and 
wind, from the Sorrento carpark up to 
Coppin’s Lookout and over the dunes to 
the Sphinx.  Scudding clouds, sunshine 
and showers accompanied us, down to 
the ocean beach, over the rocks, along 
the beach as the tide turned to come in 
again.  We shared memories of times 

spent here, stories of place, caught up 
on news and families, were invigorated 
by the fresh sea air and climbed the 
hundreds of stairs to the top again. As 
the sun came out we all shed clothing 
and took in the breathtaking ocean 
and sky views. All remarked upon the 
colours of the sea.  It was great to be 
outside, to meet someone new, to get 
up from the fireplace and just enjoy our 
inspiring coastline. Our next ramble will 
be in August – so why not come along?

Of course conversations turned to 
some of the major issues facing us: 
development and new planning laws 
in Victoria; the SPA at Rosebud; how 
much the NCG can undertake; weeding 
and planting projects that our members 
could lead in the community; Sorrento 
streetscape; coastal erosion; littering of 
our beaches; dogs off lead again; Police 
Point Shire Park and stunning new 
tracks between MPNP and PNNP. We 
need to keep the conversations going – 
I look forward to your engagement via 
the web, email or on the ground.

Enjoy your winter on our peninsula, eat 
soup, rest, walk, stay warm and healthy, 
while mother nature recuperates the 
Earth.

Dr Ursula de Jong, President 
president @nepeanconservationgroup.org.au
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The 2012 NCG Inc 
Committee
The 2012 NCG Committee has been 
restructured to work as a team going 
forward. We will gradually streamline our 
meetings and work to make the NCG work 
more strategically in our community and 
involve as many members as possible across 
a diverse range of tasks.

President: Ursula de Jong
Treasurer: Edward Cohen
Secretary: Rebecca Cohen
Executive: President, Treasurer, Secretary, 
John Franklin (membership), Mechelle 
Cheers (Archives) and Richard Holland 
(Planning)
Committee members: Eddy de Jong, Ian 
Haskins, Lisa Howard, Jennifer Taylor, 
Kasia Zygmuntowicz 

Marie Tormey has had to resign from the 
NCG Committee for health reasons.  We 
thank Marie for her hard work on the 
committee over a number of years, for her 
continuing support of the NCG’s vision and 
mission and wish her well.

Ursula de Jong
President

Dr de Jong is an architectural historian and 
Senior Lecturer in the School of Architecture 
and Building at Deakin University.  She has 
a full teaching load with undergraduate and 
post graduate students.  
Her research is focused on 19thC 
architectural history, particularly the Gothic 

revival, and on “place”.  She has used the 
Nepean Peninsula as a case study to begin 
to understand “sense place “ and unravel the 
meaning of place.  
Over forty years, what began as holidaying 
at Sorrento turned into living on the 
peninsula at Blairgowrie and becoming part 
of the community.  This experience has led 
to a passion for this place: for its natural and 
cultural heritage. “Blairgowrie renews my 
spiritual, physical and mental being” she 
says.  “In turn I have committed to caring 
for the Nepean Peninsula whether I am 
engaged at Policy level, or on my hands and 
knees once a month as joint co ordinator 
of the E G Ritchie Memorial Flora Reserve 
Friends Group.” 
Dr de Jong is a Director of the National 
Trust of Victoria and Chair of the NTAV 
Cultural Heritage Committee, and she 
is a Member of the Heritage Council of 
Victoria.  Working full time, she relies on the 
NCG Committee and good relations with 
members in the wider Nepean community 
to work effectively for this beautiful historic 
coastal area.

Ian Haskins
Committee Member

Ian Haskins has been visiting Sorrento 
since the mid-1950s and involved with the 
Conservation Group for about thirty years. 
He worked in logistics and marketing for 
the Shell Company for 37 years. Ian has 
always had an interest in planning appeals 
to the Shire. Ian has performed many roles 
for the committee, including Vice-President 
and President. He is hoping to foster greater 
involvement in the NCG by younger people.
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Edward Cohen
Treasurer

John Franklin
Committee Member
Memberships

Richard Holland
Committee Member
Planning

Edward has had a life long association with 
the town of Sorrento and  surrounding areas 
and beaches. His Grandmother bought a 
house in Constitution Hill Road in 1940 
and from his birth in 1956 Edward spent 
every summer and most school holidays 
at the house. He has enjoyed exploring 
the local beaches - both front and back 
and is particularly fond of Sorrento Back 
Beach and Darby’s Rock,  Bridgewater and 
Diamond Bay. Edward has passed on his 
love of the area to his wife and children. He 
has been the Treasurer of the NCG since 
1995.

Richard  joined the NCG. committee 
in February 2010.His career began in 
Chartered accounting ,followed by financial 
controller  roles with USA.& UK companies, 
co founding & managing a human resources 
company & culminating in being the HR. 
manager of a large civil construction group. 
Richard has owned  a house in Sorrento for 
16 years & has been living in Sorrento for the 
last 3 years. His responsibilities at the NCG 
include evaluating planning applications to 
council & their impact on the natural & built  
environment in the Nepean ward. Richard 
is also involved in numerous committees 
including the Settlement Action group & 
the Sorrento Consultative committee.

John grew up in Elsternwick and after 
marrying Virginia in 1969 John and Virginia 
eventually made it to Glen Waverley where 
they raised a family of three children. In 2007 
John and Virginia moved to their holiday 
house in Blairgowrie.  John and Virginia 
enjoy living on the Nepean Peninsula and 
value the friends they are making and its 
natural resources, particularly the bushland, 
coastal beaches and parks. 
After being a member of NCG for about 7 
years, John joined the Committee in 2011.  
He is currently the Membership Officer.  
John also devotes some of his time to the 
Friends of the Hooded Plover (MP Inc.)

Rebecca Cohen
Secretary

Rebecca was appointed Secretary of the 
NCG in February this year. She is about to 
finish her arts/law degree at Monash and 
enjoys a range of interests, including netball 
and Krav Maga (Israeli self-defence). At the 
moment Rebecca volunteers at a community 
legal centre which has been very rewarding. 
Her great-grandmother purchased a house 
in Sorrento in the 1940s, and since then the 
peninsula has been a treasured focal point 
of the family. Rebecca is looking forward 
to helping maintain the amenity of the area 
with the NCG.
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Mechelle Cheers
Committee Member
Archives

Jennifer Taylor
Committee Member

Mechelle has lived on the Southern part of 
the Peninsula for just over 3 years. In that 
time she have walked many kilometres and 
never  tire of enjoying the beauty of the 
bush,bay and the ocean. 
Mechelle now cannot imagine living 
anywhere else. She has recently taken on the 
role of the NCG’s Archivist and currently 
is working her way through some very 
historically interesting documents that also 
list the amazing work of past and current 
members of NCG. This is quite a change 
from her pre retirement professional life 
in science and higher education academic 
development and policy!  

Jennifer grew up in Perth and spent long 
summer holidays by the sea. She took it for 
granted that the beautiful  coastalvegetation 
would always be there and her favourite 
beaches would always be enjoyed for their 
beauty and isolation. But so much ruthless 
development has altered huge parts of that 
coastline forever.  
Jennifer and her family moved to Melbourne 
in the late 80s.  Returning to an interrupted 
career in criminal law she bought a little 
cottage in Blairgowrie soon after and has 
loved this beautiful place too - at once so 
life-giving and fragile.

Lisa Howard
Committee Member

Lisa is a senior landscape architect with 
Taylor Cullity Lethlean, and in her spare 
time loves to sew and take part in other 
creative endeavours.   
Lisa spent much of her childhood holidaying 
with the family at her Aunt’s beach house 
in Sorrento, and then at the family home 
in Blairgowrie.  Spending many hours 
combing the beaches, Lisa has developed an 
affinity with the Nepean Peninsula. 
Lisa has recently become a member of the 
NCG after taking over the publication of the 
newsletter at the beginning of 2011.   

Kasia Zygmuntowicz
Committee Member

Kasia is an independent professional 
historian whose interests span the built and 
natural environment, community memory, 
heritage and the significance of place. Her 
ties with the Mornington Peninsula go back 
to a childhood visiting family and holidaying 
with friends, and more recently bringing 
her own family to visit grandparents in 
Tootgarook. Her research exploring the 
history of Point Nepean Quarantine Station 
has inspired an interest in and fascination 
with the Nepean’s rich cultural and natural 
landscape. Joining the NCG committee 
is an exciting opportunity to champion 
this landscape and to work towards its 
protection for future generations.  
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Seasonal Rambles
Our first walk was on Sunday, 8th April.
Seventeen walkers enjoyed lovely 
autumnal weather as we ambled from 
Koonya Beach car park to Diamond 
Bay. Half the group climbed to St Pauls 
Lookout, while the others took the track 
direct to Diamond Bay, where we all met 
up. It was a great opportunity to enjoy 
our treasured  coastal environment, in a 
relaxed informality with other members 
and their families.

Our second walk was on Sunday, 10th 
June  where we started at Sorrento 
Ocean Beach car park.
Further proposed dates August 12th 
and October 14th - suggested venues 
welcome.

Edward Cohen

Eddy de Jong
Committee Member

Dr Eddy de Jong is the Physics Master 
at Whitefriars College, Donvale. He has 
been coming to the Peninsula since he was 
a child, first with his parents when they 
rented a beach house in Sorrento over the 
summer, then at his sister’s beach house in 
Sorrento, where his wife Ursula and their 
three daughters Tanya, Jacinta and Lisa 
enjoyed many happy holidays in every 
season of the year! Eddy and Ursula now 
have their own place at Blairgowrie adjacent 
to Bass Strait, and enjoy swimming virtually 
all year round in the Bridgewater Bay rock 
pools, even when the water temperature 
is 12C. Eddy first set up the NCG website 
some years ago and is now supporting Lisa 
to take the NCG into the 21stC, onto twitter 
and facebook.
One of Eddy’s dreams is to ensure that the 
wonderful experiences he, his wife and their 
children had growing up on the Peninsula 
will still be available for today’s generation 
of children and the next generations of 
children as well. To that end he strongly 
believes in the NCG charter to appreciate, 
protect and conserve our natural and 
cultural heritage.

Seasonal Ramblers Autumn. Photo: Rebecca Cohen

Seasonal Ramblers Autumn. Photo: Rebecca Cohen

Seasonal Ramblers, Winter. Photo: Emily Cohen
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Membership
Membership fees for 2012 have been 
coming in steadily since the early rush 
following the AGM in February.  This is 
a positive response and the Committee 
is therefore encouraged, knowing that 
there is a lot of support out there in the 
Nepean community. 
However, there are still 23% of listed 
members who have not renewed their 
membership.  If you are one of these we 
would be keen to see a renewal form as 
soon as possible.
It is important that we have a clear idea of 
the number of members supporting our 
activities.  Having 23% of memberships 
in doubt due to renewal fees not being 
paid even after 5 months of the year 
have passed leaves us unsure about our 
membership base.
The Committee therefore urges those 
members who have not paid their 
renewal fees to recommit to the cause.  
In due course we will be writing a 
reminder letter to the members who 
have not renewed by 30 June.  Non-
financial members will not be entitled 
to receive the regular Newsletter.
A key aim of the NCG Committee this 
year is to increase our membership 
base by attracting new members and 
encouraging a higher percentage of 
members to commit to being more 
active in supporting projects.
A Membership Strategy is currently 
being prepared to detail the actions 
needed to achieve our membership 
aims (increase membership from 240 
to 300 and active members from 9% to 

15% of total membership.
Watch this space in the News during 
2012 to see reports on progress and 
any associated outcomes (hopefully an 
increase in members).

John Franklin

Slow Walking
We have all heard of slow cooking.  But 
have you tried slow walking? Over the 
weekend I have walked with my five 
year old granddaughter Maddy – and 
we saw things that often pass us by 
because we stopped constantly: a winter 
bull ant climbing a sand dune; a piece of 
old tea tree shaped like a horse shoe or a 
boomerang; single shells from middens 
in wonderful colours; pieces of cuttle 
fish; tiny bower spinach flowers; hanging 
gardens on the cliffs; plovers chased by 
waves; a yellow breasted robin. Never a 
straight path.  A dozen stories. We sat 
and listened to the sounds of winter: 
the wind taking our voices; the roar of 
the sea; the cracking of branches; stones 
rolling in the undertow …
Have you walked with a child, your own 
or someone else’s?  What did you see?
Why not write an tell us about it?

Polygala - treasured flower or weed, Ursula de Jong
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Planning Permits
Development on the Mornington 
Peninsula is inevitable and critical 
to stimulating the local economy.    
Development comes in many 
forms – new houses, renovations, 
vegetation removal, pool fencing, retail 
developments; public and private.   
Any of these developments require a 
planning permit from the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Council. 
The character of the Mornington 
Peninsula is unique and significant.  

As residents/rate payers it is up to 
us to ensure that what we most love 
and cherish about the Peninsula is 
not compromised by inappropriate 
development.  
The NCG assesses planning permits.  If it 
considers a development inappropriate, 
it lodges an objection with the Planning 
office of the Shire. While the NCG 
regularly corresponds with Council to  
raise concerns over development that is 
not in keeping with the sensitive nature 
of our local environment we need you to 
be alert, and report permit applications 
to us.
As members we would like you to 
be aware of development – ask us 
questions about how to promote good 
development in the area, and alert us 
when you have concerns about what 
you or your neighbours are proposing. 

Weed Removal Project
The NCG Committee is keen to develop 
a number of key on-the–ground projects 
this year and pursue them during the 
year and beyond.  The projects will be 
aimed at providing a significant benefit 
to our local natural environment and to 
raise our public profile.

The Weed Removal Project was flagged 
in our March Newsletter.  Project 
development is in its early stages and 
the details are currently being worked 
through.  Initial contact with Shire 
officers has been positive.  The idea is to 
promote the removal of Polygala from 
private properties and nature strips 
by residents and from Shire Reserves 
and possibly a part of the Mornington 
Peninsula National Park adjacent to 
the urban fringe by NCG volunteers in 
consultation with Parks Vic.  
If you would like to be involved in 
the project or have some ideas please 
contact John Franklin (5988 0439).

Planning Permit Sign, Lisa Howard
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DIAMOND BAY
2nd Friday each month at 9.30 am.
Contact Richard Holland 
email: hollandr@ozemail.com.au
(Melway 157 B 11) (Parks Victoria)

DIMMICKS BUSHLAND RESERVE
Mungala Crescent South
1st Sunday each month at 10am.
Contact Keith Murley
(Melway 167 G7) (Council)

E.G.RITCHIE RESERVE
1st Sunday of each month. 
Contact Ursula de Jong, or Margaret Finger
(Melway 167D5) (Council)

HOODED PLOVER
Monthly. Thursday.
Contact Martin Downs
(Melway 156,166) (Parks Victoria)

POLICEMANS POINT/STEAM TRAM 
PLATFORM, Sorrento
Contact Charles Cayless
(Melway 157 B7) (Council)

SORRENTO BEACH
Contact Robin Bray

POINT NEPEAN
1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesday each month at
1.30 pm.
Contact Brendan 5984 6000 (Parks Victoria)

SID BAKER RESERVE
3rd Sunday alternate months 10am-12.
Contact Suzie Mac Farlane or Bill Finger
(Melway 167 E4) (Council)

SLIPS RESERVE MacFarlan Ave
Last Sunday each month. Volunteers
required Contact  Kaye Mackay 5985 6773 
(between 5-7pm)
(Melway 167 CD1) (Council)

TUCKEY TRACK RESERVE
Usually last Monday each month at
9am Contact Alex Grieg 5984 5373 
(Melway 157 D10) (Council)

SPRAY POINT WILD COAST 
CONSERVATION GROUP INC.
Active with working bees, and annual 
planting etc.
Contact Judith Peirce 9481 3151

Kaye Mackay has been appointed the 
Friends’ Coordinator. Over the next 
few months Kaye will visit each site and 
contact each Friend’s Group. 

Kaye may be contacted as follows:
email: wordwise06@yahoo.com.au
 OR
Phone: 5985 6773 (between 5-7pm)

NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie Conservation group Inc)

ABN 44 531 738 131 Reg. No. AOO 2079IU
PO Box 157, Sorrento, 3943

www.nepeanconservationgroup.org.au  email: info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

FRIENDS GROUPS
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Front Cover: Arch at Bay of Islands. Photo: Rob 
Varney
Back Cover: Fairy penguin on the dunes at 
Portsea. Photo: Rob Varney

Next Issue... 
In the September Issue of the Nepean 
Conservation News look out for details on 
how Friends Groups can apply to NCG  for 
specific projects – planting, weeding, etc. 

PLANPENINSULA
Have your say on the peninsula’s future.
The Mornington Peninsula Planning 
Statement will set the future for the future 
of the peninsula. Join in a local conversation 
at SORRENTO COMMUNITY CENTRE 
SATURDAY 21 JULY 10.00 am - noon.
Or join the conversation online:
search Facebook or Twitter for Plan 
Peninsula
For more info please contact
planpeninsula@mornpen.vic.gov.au or call 
1300 850 600 or 5950 1000

Below: View from Coppin’s Lookout towards 
Portsea and London Bridge; Winter ramble.  
Photo Emily Cohen

Contributions to NCG
Newsletter

NCG Newsletter would appreciate 
contributions by members and Friends 
Groups - updates on what you have 
discovered about your Peninsula; and 
of course pictures.   

Send text and/or  high resolution 
images and captions to Lisa Howard - 
ldj_design@yahoo.com.au for inclusion 
in the next edition of the newsletter. 
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