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Dear NCG members, 

While you have a small committee at 
the moment, it continues to be active as 
you can see from the reports in this June 
newsletter. It is pleasing to see a number 
of projects coming to fruition with the 
recent rains, particularly the planting 
out of the indigenous garden and the 
steam tram platform which involved 
members working with children from 
our local primary schools.  Wonderful 
partnerships to be nurtured into the 
future!  ‘ARC Linkage success’ tells of 
a new project to take place over the 
next three years: Deakin University 
Researchers and community groups 
joining together to consider their ‘Sea 
change’ communities. 

We continue to see changes in our area 
as old cypress trees are felled in Portsea 
and the streetscape is renewed for the 
future, and new paths are put in place 
by the Shire (eg the St John’s Wood 
Road path from the old Melbourne 
Road to the shopping centre, and while 
much vegetation was destroyed in the 
process the path has been well received 
and we look forward to re-vegetation).  
Storms and heavy rain have seen many 
trees down on the Nepean peninsula, 
but it is great to see the ground wet, the 
sprouting of new indigenous seedlings, 
the growth on old moonahs and the 
russet casuarinas.  Enjoy our Friends 
Groups stories – think about getting out 
and joining one.

Letters have been emailed to the 
Honourable Martin Dixon regarding the 
development of a new planning scheme 
for the Mornington Peninsula; the 
proposed Rosebud Aquatic Centre and 
Parks Victoria fi re protection scheme 
implementation on the Mornington 
peninsula. We look forward to a reply in 
the near future.  We are working with the 
Nepean Ratepayers Association to keep 
a watching brief on permit applications 
throughout the Nepean Ward. 

We thank Helen Martin for sharing her 
notes from the recent Sea Change Task 
Force Conference held on the Great 
Ocean Road in March this year.  Much 
to think about in relation to our area. 
Feedback welcome.

We are working on a public forum on 
fi re protection on the Nepean Peninsula 
to take place in late winter – watch out 
for an announcement via our website 
and the local press.

Enjoy the quiet of winter on our 
beautiful peninsula.

Dr Ursula de Jong, President 
info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au
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Sea-Change Taskforce Coastal 
Councils’ Conference
Th e Sea-change Taskforce Coastal 
Councils’ Conference took place in 
Torquay (March 2011), as we went to 
press with our last issue.  Helen Martin 
attended the conference and has kindly 
shared some of her notes with us.  Th ere 
are some interesting points to consider 
in relation to our fragile Nepean 
Peninsula on the tip of the Mornington 
Peninsula, as well as more broadly for 
Port Phillip and Westernport.
 
Andrew Beatty (Lawyer)
Coastal councils have a number of 
problems as a result of the predicted 
impacts of coastal climate change – lack 
of funding, lack of expertise and risk of 
litigation.  Courts are determining that 
Councils be found to be negligent in a 
wider range of circumstances. 

Karl Sullivan 
(Insurance Council of Australia)
More $ are at risk per square kilometre 
in the coastal zone than anywhere 
else in Australia.  Globally, there is 
no commercially available insurance 
cover for the ‘action of the sea’, ie. 
storm surge, tidal surge, gradual sea 
level rise.  Responding to climate 
change will require land use planning 
reform – climate change must be taken 
into account in land selection (for 
development). New structures should 
only be placed in locations that are safe 
now and are expected to still be safe at 
the end of their design life.  Th e total level 

of risk in Australia is increasing because 
of the concentration of development 
in at risk areas.  Reinsurers are saying 
that changes are needed in planning for 
development.

Geoff  Evans (Lake Macquarie, NSW)
Lake Macquarie Council calculates that 
3000 properties in the municipality will 
be aff ected by sea level rise by 2100 and a 
further 4800 would be at risk if sea level 
rise was combined with a 1:100 year 
fl ood.  Council is adopting a ‘resilience’ 
approach, identifying replacement costs 
of assets and prioritising hazards and 
risks (environmental, social, economic 
and governance).  Evaluations are at 
diff erent scales: city-wide; specifi c 
communities; and eff ects on Council’s 
own operations.  Council will then 
prepare sea-level rise strategies at the 
neighbourhood level. Council has a sea 
level rise policy and schedule.  Aft er 
mapping of vulnerable properties, 
revised property information and 
development certifi cates were sent to 
residents, warning them of the risks that 
apply to their properties.  Th is caused a 
backlash, as it was perceived to reduce 
property values.

Bruce Harper (GHD)
Climate variability is really the issue – 
many Councils haven’t come to terms 
with this and climate change will make 
it worse. Tropical cyclones are likely to 
become less frequent overall, but the 
intensity of more serious storms will 
increase.
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Th ere is general confusion about 
the diff erence between storm surge 
and storm tide. Engineers Australia 
has produced a number of relevant 
documents:
• Coastal Engineering Guidelines
• Guidelines for climate change
• Climate change adaptation in coastal 

engineering.
Suggests that land use planning should 
take into account a continuum of risk, 
rather than using the 1:100 event as a 
benchmark.

Neil Lazarow (Dept Climate Change & 
Energy Effi  ciency, Canberra)
Need to further develop the concept 
and practice of Integrated Coastal 
Management – inter-governmental 
integration, inter-sectoral integration 
and systems approaches.

Announcements from National Sea 
Change Taskforce / Other points
Professor Graeme Hugo (University of 
Adelaide) will work with the SCTF to 
develop a methodology for estimating 
peak seasonal populations in coastal 
areas.  Th e intention is that this will be 
able to be utilised by ABS.

Portsea Streetscape
Aft er many years of planning, 
consultation with local residents and 
review, the Shire has commenced the 
removal of the fi rst set of Cyprus trees in 
the Main Street of Portsea immediately 
in front of the shops.   All Cyprus trees 
will eventually be removed over a longer 
term program.  Th e question of whether 
overhead power lines should be put 
underground has now been raised and 
is being examined by the Shire.
 
New Sorrento Township Sign
Resulting from the monthly meetings 
with Cr. Tim Rodgers all community 
groups, including our own and 
the Sorrento Portsea Chamber of 
Commerce, have recognised the need 
for more signifi cant, historic type, 
Sorrento Township entrance signs.     
Th e Shire have been given a suggested 
design and a request to fund the new 
Sorrento Township signs over the next 
12 months.  It is suggested they are 
constructed of limestone and old pier 
timbers.
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Friends Network Day: 
Wild Action bringing the Zoo to you!
On Saturday 18 June a team of 
zoologists and biologists from the “Zoo 
that comes to You” brought hand reared 
tame wildlife to the Briars, for Friends 
and their children and grandchildren 
to interact with.  Th ese included a 
tawny frogmouth, growling grass frogs, 
rainbow lorikeets, fresh water turtles, 
blue tongue lizards, koala, swamp 
wallaby, long nosed potoroo, a laughing 
kookaburra, ringtail possum, sugar 
glider, as well as sea creatures, among 
them blue ringed octopus, Port Jackson 
sharks, many-armed sea stars and pot 
bellied seahorses.   Chris Humfrey 
entertained and educated adults and 
children alike – the message: caring for 
your habitat ensures a home for wildlife. 
Children got to hold and pat and 
observe the animals from close quarters 
– all marvelled at the variety of creatures 
we have living on our doorstep on the 
Mornington Peninsula. Th e torrential 
rain let up just long enough for all to 
enjoy lunch outdoors.  Th anks to Matt 
Stahmer and the Shire for bringing 
young and old Friends together for a 
great morning.  Nurturing our future. 

Sorrento Foreshore Annual 
Report
Th e Group was formed towards the end 
of 2009 and had its fi rst meeting just 
before Christmas.  Th e group decided 
to meet on the second Th ursday of 
each month at 9:30am and considered 
it could help the Shire Council in three 
areas:-
• Removal of rubbish
• Removal of weeds along the 

foreshore with subsequent planting 
under the direction of the Shire.

• Identifi cation and removal of 
abandoned boats along the foreshore

Th e fi rst 4 meetings were devoted to 
removing rubbish.  Over 12 garbage 
bags of rubbish were collected and 
disposed of.  A large number of what 
the group considered as derelict water 
craft  were identifi ed, photographed and 
there location marked on a map.  Th is 
was reported to the Shire who then 
contacted the Sorrento Sailing Club 
for further assistance.  Th e boats were 
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Plantout of Policeman’s Point 
and Steam Tram Platform
20 school children from St. Joseph’s 
Primary School and 8 of our members, 
using plants supplied by the Shire 
Nursery completed the plantout on 27 
April followed by a BBQ put on by our 
Group.
 
Scott McKenzie, gardener at Sorrento 
Park has mulched and watered the 
plants weekly for us during May.   Well 
known botanist Jane Burke, and Laura 
Crilly Manager of the Shire Nursery, 
instructed the children on the correct 
technique for planting and provided 
general guidance as they completed 
their tasks.
 
St. Joseph’s placed an article and 
photographs of the plantout in the 17 
May edition of the Southern Peninsula 
Youth News.
 
 

removed by the Shire in November 
2010.
A section along the foreshore was 
identifi ed as being over-run with 
weeds, especially box thorn.  Assistance 
was provided by the Shire for the fi rst 
meeting and the group’s members 
briefed with regards to health and safety 
as well as weed removal and poisoning.  
Th e weeding continued throughout the 
rest of the year.  Over 30 cubic meters of 
weeds have been removed to date.
Th e group decided that Dec-Feb 2011 
should be devoted to rubbish removal. 
Th e March and April meetings were 
then spent removing weeds more 
weeds. In May 2011 planting took place 
under the supervision of the Shire of the 
following:
• Clematis microphylla - 10
• Poa poiformis var ramifer - 50
• Dianella brevicaulis - 50
• Allocasuarina verticillata - 5
• Enchylaena tomentosa - 2 
• Melaleuca lanceolata -10
• Alyxia buxifolia - 5  
• Olearia axillaris - 10
Over the winter the group will 
hibernate and then tend to our garden 
bed in September.  In October the group 
intends to survey the foreshore for any 
more derelict boats and identify the 
next area of the foreshore in need of 
weed removal and re-vegetation.  We 
would also like to see the establishment 
of a boardwalk or even simple path 
along the foreshore to improve access, 
particularly for the disabled.
Contact Robin Bray 5984 5495
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ARC Linkage Grant success
Deakin Researchers and community 
groups join together to consider their 
‘Sea change’ communities.  In 2010 an 
ARC Linkage proposal was submitted to 
the Australian Research Council.  Aft er 
a rigorous review process we have been 
informed that we have been successful. 
We have been awarded $85,000 by the 
ARC to be used over the years 2011, 
2012 and 2013.

Project Title: 
‘Sea change’ communities: inter-
generational perception and sense of 
place
Administering Organisation: 
Deakin University, Geelong, Victoria, 
Australia
Investigators: 
Dr David Jones; Dr Ursula de Jong; Dr 
Robert Fuller

Abstract: 
Th is research will quantify factors that 
determine the ‘character’ of two historic 
Victorian coastal towns that have 
been aff ected signifi cantly over recent 
decades by the sea change phenomenon. 
It will evaluate the eff ectiveness of 
local planning scheme provisions to 
preserve character, and explore the 
impact of the measured changes with 
generational- and gender-specifi c focus 
groups to determine the diff erences in 
their perceptions and responses to the 
changes. A user-friendly methodology 
to assist in place making that can be 
applied to other coastal communities 

seeking to address sustainable 
development will be designed.

National Benefi t: 
Th e aim of this research is to establish 
a more rigorous method of evaluating 
the impact of the sea change process on 
the built and natural environments of 
coastal settlements. It will assist those 
communities to implement eff ective, 
place-sensitive sustainable planning 
and associated development practices.

Keywords: 
HISTORIC COASTAL TOWNS, SEA 
CHANGE, TOWN CHARACTER, 
COASTAL DEVELOPMENT

Over the next few months we look 
forward to developing our proposal with 
our partners for implementation (2011-
2013).  Our four community partners 
are the Nepean Conservation Group 
Inc, the Nepean Historical Society, the 
Queenscliff e Community Association 
and the Queenscliff e Historical 
Museum Inc.  Our industry partner is 
Planisphere.  Th e two towns that form 
our case studies are Sorrento on the 
Mornington Peninsula and Queenscliff  
on the Bellarine Peninsula.



June 2011 Nepean Conservation News  8

Th e Sid Baker Reserve 
Th e four blocks were donated by Sid 
Baker one time shire President, for 
preservation of fl ora and fauna.

to wander through and enjoy a bit of 
original Blairgowrie.
Our last working bee involved a record 
number of workers and cleaned up a 
huge area of cape ivy and wandering 
tradescantia. Th e reserve is supported 
by the council, and home to the AGM 
of the Bridgewater Private Streets 
Maintenance Association and the CFA 
meetings in the Summer.  
Please come and take a look. We 
welcome new friends all the time, just 
turn up or ring Suzie Macfarlane  0437 
244 864 or 9817 5139.A Small group of local and holiday 

home residents led by Mardi Carpenter 
have been working in this reserve since 
1997. Initially our task was to control 
the Vinca major (Blue periwinkle) 
which had invaded a large part of the 
reserve, and replace it with Moonah, 
Heath, Correas, and grasses, indigenous 
to this area.  Under Mardi’s guidance 
over the next 10 years we saw some great 
results for our eff orts, with areas being 
transformed. Th e council built a picnic 
table and benches in the centre  of the 
reserve where we meet for our working 
bees to discuss what tasks will be done.
 
We now meet once every two months 
usually on the 3rd Sunday. It is an ever-
changing scene, as tea trees fall down 
and new wirildas and other native plants 
pop up. We have swamp rats, brush tail 
and ringtail possums, little birds and 
tiny bats, and hopefully antechinus. 
Th ere is a path which meanders through 
the reserve from Summoner St to Dana 
Ave, and we encourage people, local 
and visitors,  children and dogs on leads 

Blairgowrie Notice Boards
A new notice board with three separate 
panels has been installed at the 
Blairgowrie shopping centre, sponsored 
by the Nepean Ratepayers Association, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire and the 
Blairgowrie Foreshore Committee.  Aft er 
discussion at the monthly meeting with 
Cr. Tim Rodgers the Nepean Ratepayers 
Association have kindly agreed that the 
Nepean Conservation Group can place 
any promotional material etc. under our 
heading in their panel.
 
Police Point Park
Following good community 
consultation, the Shire has sent out 
to tender a request for an action plan 
to upgrade Police Point Park. Th e aim 
is to have an action plan completed, 
including further community 
consultation, by the end of September.     
Members are encouraged to off er to 
take part in community consultations 
when advertised.
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DIAMOND BAY 
2nd Friday each month at 9.30 am. 
Contact Richard Holland 0412 429 160 
or email hollandr@ozemail.com.au 
(Melway 157 B 11) (Parks Victoria)

DIMMICKS BUSHLAND RESERVE 
(Carslake Ave) 
1st Sunday each month at 10am. 
Contact Keith Murley, 5988 9124  
(Melway 167 G7) (Council)

E.G.RITCHIE RESERVE 
1st Sunday Contact Ursula de Jong, 
9544 7625, Margaret Finger , 9481 0401 
(Melway 167D5) (Council)

FRIENDS OF THE HOODED 
PLOVER (MORNINGTON 
PENINSULA) INC
Contact Diane Lewis
email hploversmornpen@gmail.com
(Melway 156,166) (Parks Victoria)

POLICEMAN’S POINT/STEAM
TRAM PLATFORM, Sorrento 
Contact Charles Cayless 5984 4081
(Melway 157 B7) (Council)

SORRENTO BEACH 
Contact Robin Bray 5984 5495

POINT NEPEAN  
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
at 1.30 pm.  
Contact Brendan 5986 1263 
(Parks Victoria)

SID BAKER RESERVE 
3rd Sunday alternate months 10am-
12pm. 
Contact Suzie Mac Farlane , 9817 5139 
or Bill Finger 9481 0401, 5988 8882  
(Melway 167 E4) (Council)

SLIPS RESERVE MacFarlan Ave 
Last Sunday each month. Volunteers 
required Contact Hon Sec on 5984 4184
(Melway 167 CD1) (Council) 

TUCKEY TRACK RESERVE 
Usually last Monday each month at 
9am Contact Frank Girardin 5984 1768 
(Melway 157 D10) (Council) 

SPRAY POINT WILD COAST 
CONSERVATION GROUP INC. 
Active with working bees, an annual 
planting etc. 
Contact Judith Peirce 9481 3151

NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie Conservation group Inc)

ABN 44 531 738 131 Reg. No. AOO 2079IU
PO Box 157, Sorrento, 3943

www.nepeanconservationgroup.org.au  email: info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

FRIENDS GROUPS
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Photo Credits:  
Front cover: Lizard (Amphibolurus 
muricatus) on walking track sign by 
Ursula de Jong; Inside Front Cover: 
Senecio odoratus by Ursula de Jong and 
NCG Steam Tram Planting by Richard 
Holland. 
p.4 Tawny Frogmouth by Ursula                 
de Jong, back Beach by Ursula de Jong; 
p.5 Friends at the Briars & Koala by 
Ursula de Jong p.6 NCG Steam Tram 
Planting by Richard Holland.  p.7 
Historic Photo of Sorrento Township, 
source: State Library Victoria. p.8 Sid 
Baker Reserve working group by Suzie 
Mac Farlane. 
Inside back cover: Surf Coast Waves 
crashing at Blairgowrie by Ursula 
de Jong. Back Cover: Raindrops on 
Spinifex spines by Ursula de Jong. 

 

Have you taken a great picture of the 
Mornington Peninsula?  
Send a high resolution copy and 
caption to ldj_design@yahoo.com.au 
for inclusion in the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
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