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Wedge Tailed Eagle over Tintagel, Warrick Ross

Running Postman (Kennedia prostrata), Joan Kenny
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Dear NCG members, 

Welcome to our Spring newsletter. The 
warmer drier weather has seen Spring 
arrive early. The birds are busy nesting; 
we have a bee swarm in our garden, 
they are pollinating all flowering plants.  
The bushland reserves are looking 
wonderful after the winter rains – 
the native clematis in full bloom is 
draped over everything it can cling to. 
Many wattles are almost finished.  The 
running postman is a joy to behold.  The 
tea tree is just waiting to burst. The pink 
fairy orchids are yet to come.   Weeds 
are sprouting! So lots of work for our 
Friends’ Groups - think about getting 
out and joining one they would be 
delighted with the help. 

Point Nepean National Park is looking 
greener than ever – Spring is a perfect 
time for walking and cycling or taking a 
ride on the tractor trolley.  Lots of new 
tracks to explore.  Great to see the work 
Parks Victoria is doing, and the work 
that still needs to be done.  Erosion on 
the Bay side near Observatory Point is 
marked, with 5 to 6 metres of the dunes 
gone and the new staircase propped 
up by sandbags. Interpretation at the 
Quarantine Station is advancing slowly 
– a good time to see the buildings in 
their raw state.  

The Spring growth should make us 
mindful of preparing for the Summer 
fire season. Recent work by consultants 
Terra Matrix P/L for Vic Roads and the 

MPS confirm that the majority of the 
fuel load is in the ground and middle 
storey plants which in many instances 
are made up of woody and grassy weeds 
(Duncan Maughan, Rye Community 
Consultation, July 2011). It is critical 
that the community be informed about 
the role of indigenous vegetation and the 
bushfire threat on the Nepean Peninsula. 
Calls for extensive inappropriate 
firebreaks threaten the remnant natural 
vegetation and the character of place.  
The NCG is working together with the 
Shire, other local community groups 
and agencies to develop a public 
forum and information session on fire 
protection on the Nepean Peninsula.  It 
will take place on Saturday 22 October 
2011, at Sorrento Community Centre, 
from 11.00 am – 1.00 pm, followed by a 
BBQ lunch.  Please see the information 
in this newsletter and refer to updates 
on our website and the local press. We 
would like this to be a real community 
event.  We would also like a few 
members to volunteer to help on our 
stand on the day.  Please come along 
with family, friends and neighbours 
to be better informed, to have your 
questions answered and your views 
heard.  Your committee looks forward 
to meeting you.
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The NCG is required to update the 
NCG Inc Constitution to comply with 
changes to the Act being made by 
Consumers Affairs, to come into effect 
in December 2011 at the earliest.  The 
NCG Committee has been considering 
the organisation’s objectives as part of 
this process.   The NCG Committee 
has had some robust discussions over 
the past few months to reconsider our 
vision, mission and strategic directions 
and actions.  We publish the results of 
our deliberations in this Newsletter.  We 
would welcome feedback, as we take the 
NCG forward. 

Enjoy Spring on our beautiful peninsula.

Dr Ursula de Jong, President 
president @nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

The NCG Committee 

President: Ursula de Jong
Vice president: Charles Cayless
Treasurer: Edward Cohen
Secretary: Marie Tormey, 
phone 03 5984 4184

Committee members: 
John Banks, Eddy de Jong, John 
Franklin, Ian Haskins, Richard Holland, 
Linda Wilkins

General contact: 
info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

A message from the 
Membership Secretary
John Franklin

Membership is currently being updated, 
the database with email addresses is 
also being updated.  Some members 
have requested that updates on news 
be provided to them via email.  Such 
requests will be noted on the database 
from now on. Please be patient if you 
receive information twice! We do not 
wish to offend or lose any members.  
New members are always welcome, 
donations gratefully received.
A new membership form is being 
developed and will appear in the 
December newsletter in time for the 
2012 annual subscription renewals.  
Members will be able to pay via EFT.  
For those already wishing to access this 
method of payment, the NCG details 
are as follows: 
Nepean Conservation Group Inc
BSB 063891 Account Number: 10018672

John Franklin can be contacted via email: 
subscriptions@nepeanconservationgroup.
org.au
Mobile phone : 0437 350 061

Song Thrush, Ursula de Jong
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NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC.
The Nepean Conservation Group Inc (NCG) was formed in 1973. It was previously 
known as the Sorrento Portsea Blairgowrie Conservation Group Inc.

VISION
The NCG’s vision is for people to understand and appreciate the natural, cultural 
and built heritage that contributes to the sense of place of the Nepean Peninsula, in 
order to protect and conserve the amenity and enhance the character of the Nepean 
Peninsula.  

MISSION
To lead and inspire the community to appreciate, recognise, conserve, protect and 
celebrate the natural, cultural and built heritage of the Nepean Peninsula. 

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS AND ACTIONS
Advocate for the conservation of our natural, cultural and built heritage by engaging 
with the community and government
Foster conservation of the vegetation, wildlife, natural attributes and historic 
features of the area
Conserve protect and enhance our natural, cultural and built heritage by 
championing and supporting exemplary conservation policy and practice
Maintain the character and amenity of the Nepean Peninsula by ensuring new 
developments are in harmony with the character of our area
Educate and engage the community in discourse about our natural, cultural and 
built heritage and its contribution to our sense of place and belonging

VALUES
Independent – operate without fear or favour
Trustworthy – to be open and transparent in our work on behalf of the community 
which we serve 
Inspirational – awaken awareness and garner inter generational support: 
conservation is our bridge to the future

ROLE
To be an innovative, effective and respected conservation group
To fulfill our obligations with diligence and determination
To remain a strong independent voice for conservation on the Nepean Peninsula
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UPDATES:
PNNP Quarantine Station  - permit 
for infrastructure works – letter sent 
to MPS

Parks Victoria has made application 
to the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
for a planning permit to improve 
core infrastructure at the Point 
Nepean National Park, including the 
adjacent areas of Police Point Shire 
Park and along Point Nepean Road.  
The NCG has made a submission 
to the Shire regarding the permit 
application.  Stuart Hughes, Manager 
Point Nepean has offered to attend a 
coalition meeting to update us on the 
current status of the works at Point 
Nepean/Quarantine Station.  This 
is to continue to ensure that local 
community groups are appraised of 
the progressive changes happening 
and planned at Point Nepean National 
Park. 

Birds of Victoria 
(and Birds of Canada)  
Joan Kenny

On the first day of a week’s hiking 
tour of Cape Breton Island (Nova 
Scotia, Canada) in July, our local guide 
identified the bird whose song we were 
hearing as we walked through the 
woods. It was a white-throated song 
sparrow. We stood quietly among the 
beautiful deciduous trees in full leaf, 
hoping to see the glorious songster. 
No luck. Then our guide Pete took out 
his mobile phone, tapped the screen, 
and up came the Birds of Canada ‘app.’. 
Another tap or two and we were looking 
at a photo of the white-throated song 
sparrow, and after a further tap we were 
listening to its song, recorded on the 
‘app.’.

We marvelled at the convenience of 
having such a useful and compact 
reference in one’s pocket. We wondered 
if there was something similar at home. 
Next morning Peter, one of my travelling 
companions from Melbourne, showed 
me the ‘app’ which he had found on the 
Museum of Victoria website the previous 
evening, and downloaded free of charge 
onto his mobile phone. It contains the 
Fauna of Victoria, including the birds, 
marsupials, reptiles, insects etc, and like 
the Birds of Canada software, it provides 
one or more photos, recorded sounds 
and information such as description, 
habit, range, frequency etc. A most 
useful and portable resource! 

Walking in the woods on Cape Breton Island, 
Joan Kenny
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Permits and local issues 
Need for our local groups to work 
more closely together.
This issue was discussed at our NCG 
August Committee meeting.  In 
order to speed up responses to permit 
applications and to deal with the 
numerous issues facing us on the Nepean 
Peninsula a suggestion has been made 
that we work more closely together.  
Different groups or committees may 
take carriage of a particular issue, the 
other groups will be able to support 
their work as required. Why do things 
twice if one group is already doing the 
work?

UPDATES: 
Scott’s Shed: 
MPS has granted permit for the 
redevelopment to go ahead. 

The redevelopment of ASPECTS 
Gallery, Blairgowrie: has raised 
questions re the new planning 
regulation DDO17, which was to 
give interim protection to parts 
of  townships on the Mornington 
Peninsula, including Blairgowrie, 
Sorrento and Portsea.   

Community Fire Information 
Forum

When: Saturday 22 October 2011, 11.00 
am   1.00 pm
Where: Sorrento Community Centre 
(in the stadium)

Why: To enable the community and 
special interest groups to discuss 
any fire related issues and concerns 
with emergency agencies and the 
Shire. The forum is designed is to 
encourage community discussion and 
collaboration.

How: The forum will begin with a 
number of short presentations from 
agencies including Parks Victoria/DSE, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire and the 
CFA.  There will be an opportunity to 
ask questions.  A range of information 
stalls from all agencies (PV, MPS,  CFA, 
etc) and community groups such as 
the Nepean Conservation Group, the 
Nepean Historical Society, SPIFFA and 
others will run from 11.00 am until   
1.00 pm leaving plenty of time for one 
on one discussion with shire officers 
and agency representatives.

The forum will be followed by a free 
BBQ lunch.

All members of the public are welcome 
to attend this community event.

Pt Nepean stairs, Ursula de Jong
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‘Stumpy’ - the Hooded Plover 
that has inspired all…
Parks Victoria Wonthaggi works closely 
with the Friends of the Bass Coast 
Hooded Plover group in conducting 
a regular census of the Hooded Plover 
in areas around Inverloch and the 
sand islands of Andersons Inlet.   This 
particular census program has proven 
to be one of great interest, due to the 
discovery of ‘Stumpy’ the tiny, yet brave 
Hooded Plover.
 
At the beginning of the census program 
(November 2010), Mr Steve Johnson, 
Coordinator of the local Hooded Plover 
Friends Group noticed an unbanded 
Hooded Plover with fishing line caught 
around both its legs at Point Norman, 
near Inverloch.
 
“We undertook a number of visits 
during November to monitor the 
distressed bird, as we were alarmed that 
both of its feet were now swelling up 
from the constricting fishing line”, said 
Mr Johnson.
As the census program continued 
into 2011, Parks Victoria ranger Brian 
Martin assisted the Friends group by 
undertaking a series of visits to the sand 
islands around Anderson Inlet.
 
“With discomfort restricting its mobility 
and feeding capability, combined with 
numerous failed sightings during the 
census, we thought the little Hooded 
Plover had perished”, said Mr Martin.
However, Jonathon Stevenson from 

Parks Victoria’s Foster office had a 
stroke of luck in early January when 
he observed a Hooded Plover without 
feet on Point Smythe at Venus Bay and 
passed on his findings to the Friends 
Group.
 
Mr Johnson was determined to locate 
this distressed bird with no feet during 
the monitoring visits, and it wasn’t until 
late February that he saw two birds- one 
banded and the other, a fluffed up bird 
sitting quite low in the sand within the 
sand islands around Anderson Inlet.  
The bird had no feet and from that 
moment became affectionately known 
as ‘Stumpy’.
 
“Whilst Stumpy’s feeding efficiency 
was reduced by lack of leg speed across 
the sand, it appeared to be showing no 
signs of discomfort.  We observed it 
peck feeding and flying about the island 
with its faithful and loyal partner who 
remained throughout the ordeal. The 
tiny stump holes it leaves in the sand as 
footprints are a statement of Stumpy’s 
determination to survive” said Mr 
Johnson.   
 
“It is moments like these that make you 
appreciate your job.  To share in this 
discovery and be able to see how well 
Stumpy has adapted to its new way of 
life is a great experience and shows the 
resilience of the Hooded Plover breed”, 
said Mr Martin. 

Parks Vic media release, 18 March 2011
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Friends Of The Hooded Plover 
AGM
On Monday 14 November the Friends 
of the Hooded Plover (Mornington 
Peninsula) Inc will be having their 
first AGM.  It will be held at Parks Vic, 
Hinton Street Rosebud.  

The presentations, by past and present 
Hooded Plover Rangers, will be of 
interest to all who know the Hooded 
Plover.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
So that we know how many to cater for 
please let us know if you are attending, 
by emailing 
hploversmornpen@gmail.com 
or phoning Diane on 0419 320 205 
or John on 5988 0439.
 
Proposed agenda:
10:00am     Arrive, tea & coffee
10:15am     AGM 
10:45am     Morning tea
11:00am  Presentations  by past and 
present Hooded Plover Rangers.  Will 
include what is/was involved,  changes 
to Hooded Plover management, 
challenges faced, anecdotes, etc.
12:30pm     Lunch
 

UPDATE 
Electoral Commission Review 
A letter of support for one councillor 
wards was sent on behalf of NCG to 
the Electoral Commission Review

Food for Thought
Ian Haskins

Long before the concept of ecology, of 
natural balance and interaction became 
popular, von Meuller was thinking 
ecologically.  
“Let us regard the forests as a gift, 
entrusted to any of us only for transient 
care to be surrendered to posterity as an 
unimpaired property increased in riches 
and augmented in blessing to pass as a 
sacred patrimony from generation to 
generation”   

Quote from A Man on Edge a Life of 
Baron Sir Ferdinand von Meuller by 
Edward Kynaston.

2011 – International Year of 
Forests
The United Nations General Assembly 
declared 2011 as the International 
Year of Forests, to raise awareness on 
sustainable management, conservation 
and sustainable development of all 
types of forests. The slogan for the year 
is ‘Celebrating Forests for People’. Take a 
walk in a forest and explore the richness 
of life it supports!

Bird in Tree, Ursula de Jong
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DIAMOND BAY 
2nd Friday each month at 9.30 am. 
Contact Richard Holland 0412 429 160 
or email hollandr@ozemail.com.au 
(Melway 157 B 11) (Parks Victoria)

DIMMICKS BUSHLAND RESERVE 
(Carslake Ave) 
1st Sunday each month at 10am. 
Contact Keith Murley, 5988 9124  
(Melway 167 G7) (Council)

E.G.RITCHIE RESERVE 
1st Sunday Contact Ursula de Jong, 
9544 7625, Margaret Finger , 9481 0401 
(Melway 167D5) (Council)

FRIENDS OF THE HOODED 
PLOVER (MORNINGTON 
PENINSULA) INC
Contact Diane Lewis
email hploversmornpen@gmail.com
(Melway 156,166) (Parks Victoria)

POLICEMAN’S POINT/STEAM
TRAM PLATFORM, Sorrento 
Contact Charles Cayless 5984 4081
(Melway 157 B7) (Council)

SORRENTO BEACH 
Contact Robin Bray 5984 5495

POINT NEPEAN  
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
at 1.30 pm.  
Contact Brendan 5986 1263 
(Parks Victoria)

SID BAKER RESERVE 
3rd Sunday alternate months 10am-
12pm. 
Contact Suzie Mac Farlane , 9817 5139 
or Bill Finger 9481 0401, 5988 8882  
(Melway 167 E4) (Council)

SLIPS RESERVE MacFarlan Ave 
Last Sunday each month. Volunteers 
required Contact Hon Sec on 5984 4184
(Melway 167 CD1) (Council) 

TUCKEY TRACK RESERVE 
Usually last Monday each month at 
9am Contact Frank Girardin 5984 1768 
(Melway 157 D10) (Council) 

SPRAY POINT WILD COAST 
CONSERVATION GROUP INC. 
Active with working bees, an annual 
planting etc. 
Contact Judith Peirce 9481 3151

NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie Conservation group Inc)

ABN 44 531 738 131 Reg. No. AOO 2079IU
PO Box 157, Sorrento, 3943

www.nepeanconservationgroup.org.au  email: info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

FRIENDS GROUPS
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Contributions
NCG Newletter would appreciate 
contributions by members - stories, 
poems, news, things you have 
discovered about your Peninsula; and of 
course pictures.  
Send text and/or  high resolution 
images and captions to Lisa Howard - 
ldj_design@yahoo.com.au for inclusion 
in your next edition of the newsletter. 

The Digital Age
NCG is moving forwards and getting 
up to date with technology and social 
media.
A new website will be launched before 
the end of the year; search for ‘Nepean 
Conservation Group’ on Facebook and 
‘like’ it; follow @NepeanCG on Twitter. 

Wedge Tailed Eagle over Tintagel, Warrick Ross Cover image: Pelican at Bridgewater Bay, Lisa 
Howard; Back image: Clematis, Ursula de Jong

MEG Environmental Co-operative in the Grampians is looking for new members.

The Co-op consists of a revegetated ten acre property and a basic house at 
Wartook in the North Western Grampians. The property is home to echidnas, 
shinglebacks, swamp wallabys and a multitude of birds. MEG is a great place to 
stay with friends and family and makes a great base for exploring the Grampians 
National Park.

We are a non profit organisation so memberships are very reasonable, for more 
information contact George Theodoredis  yorgtheodore@gmail.com



NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie Conservation group Inc)

ABN 44 531 738 131 Reg. No. AOO 2079IU
PO Box 157, Sorrento, 3943

www.nepeanconservationgroup.org.au    info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au


