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Clematis seedheads, Mornington Peninsula National Park, Ursula de Jong

Black Swamp Wallaby at the birdbath, Sorrento, Richard Pearson
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A note from the President:  

Dear NCG members, 

The September newsletter went out just 
as Eddy and I arrived in the northern 
hemisphere for some welcome long 
service leave.  We saw much to inspire 
us in Alaska: a breathtaking harsh often 
inhospitable glacial landscape shaped 
by water, rain, fog, sea.  The Rocky 
Mountains in Canada surprised us by 
the breadth of their grandeur: enormous 
mountains, tumultuous rivers and 
waterfalls, reflections in lakes, canyons, 
stillness, brilliant sunshine, freezing 
cold, the gold of Autumn everywhere.

One highlight among many was a field 
trip offered as part of the International 
National Trust Organisations  
Conference in Victoria, BC Canada, to 
the Garry Oak Meadows – 36 hectares 
of land adjoining Government House. 
They have a 400 strong Friends Group of 
all ages, with 200 actively participating.  
Over five years they have almost 
eradicated the infestation of broom and 
are working at restoring the original 
habitat.  Their belief is that “volunteers 
are an essential part of the ecosystem”. 
Their enthusiasm was contagious.  
With the support of local professionals 
and some government funding they 
have published a popular booklet 
encouraging people to think about how 
to design well and build sympathetically 
in their landscape, respecting the fragile 
ecology in which they choose to live. 

As 2011 draws to a close it is good 
to reflect on some of the things that 
have challenged us, inspired us and/
or frustrated us. Looking through our 
minutes and agendas, and the reports 
in our newsletters, it is clear it has been 
a busy year with much achieved  - but 
there is still much to do.  We are on a 
journey to re engage the local community 
with their place, and with each other.  I 
realise just how fortunate the NCG is 
with a small team of such dedicated 
hardworking people, but I also recognise 
our limitations.  I look forward therefore 
to a renewed invigorated membership 
to take us into the future and a robust 
response to our call for nominations 
for the 2012 committee.  Remember: 
“volunteers are an essential part of the 
ecosystem”.

My sincere thanks to the NCG 
Committee, all our supporters, Friend’s 
Groups and workers  - Season’s blessings 
to you all.
Keep safe and enjoy the summer on our 
beautiful peninsula.

Dr Ursula de Jong, President
president @nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

The NCG Committee 
President: Ursula de Jong
Vice president: Charles Cayless
Treasurer: Edward Cohen
Secretary: Marie Tormey (03 5984 4184)
Committee members:  John Banks, 
Eddy de Jong, John Franklin, Ian 
Haskins, Richard Holland
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AGM NCG 2012

Badcoe Hall has been confirmed as the 
venue for NCG AGM on Saturday 18 
February at 4.00 pm.  You are invited 
to a late afternoon meeting at Badcoe 
Hall followed by an early evening BYO 
picnic dinner on the lawns outside the 
Commandant’s House.   This will be a 
very special event for our members (old 
and new), their families and friends!  

We are delighted to announce our guest 
speaker is Chris Johnston, her topic is 
“Appreciating place: what is loved and 
how do we know?”
Chris Johnston will speak about the ways 
we document place and its meanings to 
communities and groups with special 
associations to that place. Her talk will 
cover social and aesthetic values and the 
concept of inspiration landscapes.
 
Chris Johnston is a Melbourne-based 
heritage consultant who specialises in 
investigating the special connections 
between communities and their places. 
She has a national profile for her work 
in developing methodologies in this 
area, and has written extensively on the 
subject. Her work has included social 
and aesthetic values assessments across 
large regions, in towns and urban areas 
and on historic sites, and she has worked 
with urban and rural communities, with 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people, 
and with those whose shared experience 
has created a continuing connection to 
place and to each other. Through her 

work she aims to create opportunities for 
people to express what is important to 
them, and then to bring these meanings 
and values into heritage management 
policies and practices. Chris is the 
founder and a Director of Context Pty 
Ltd, a consultancy that is committed 
to active community engagement in 
heritage and environment projects.

PUT THE DATE INTO YOUR 
DIARIES NOW!

UPDATE
Indigenous Garden, Sorrento:
On 12 October a further 80 plants were 
planted under Jane Burke’s supervision 
by Charles Cayless and Richard 
Holland.  These plants were from seed 
collected by Jane Burke and nurtured 
and grown by Glenvue Nursery.     As 
we have experienced theft of plants 
from the indigenous garden, the range 
of plants is not yet complete. Further 
seed collection and growing will be 
required during 2012.       When the 
garden is complete the interpretative 
sign will be redesigned. 
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UPDATE
Point Nepean National Park - Planning 
Application and Master Plan.
Stuart Hughes met with the Nepean 
Historical Society and ourselves to 
explain the differences in their recent 
Planning Application versus the Draft 
Master Plan.       The major issues of 
difference were road design, relocation 
of one of the influenza huts and 
vegetation disturbance. These matters 
were discussed and actions agreed to 
the satisfaction of both Groups.  The 
NHS and the NCG withdrew their 
respective objections to the Planning 
Application.   
The MPS has now approved the permit 
for the infrastructure project to go 
ahead.  It will commence on 1 February 
2012, taking 40 weeks to complete.  
The Draft Master Plan is not expected 
to be approved until 2012 due largely 
to change of State Government at the 
end of 2010.

Life on the NCG Committee
John Franklin

When I first came to the Nepean Ward 
with the purchase of a holiday home 
(1993), I noticed this organisation called 
the Nepean Conservation Group.  It 
was some years later as I contemplated 
retirement down on the Mornington 
Peninsula that I chose to join the ranks.  
It was pretty easy to obtain a copy of the 
subscription form as it was displayed on 
a few shop notice boards.
The NCG Newsletter started to arrive 

and I was fascinated by the information 
provided and was left wondering who 
these people were that ran this Group.  
It was again some years later that I went 
along to the AGM in February in an 
attempt to find out. The people I met 
were passionate about their activities 
and seemed to be “connected” and 
influential in what was happening on 
the southern tip of the Peninsula.
I started to volunteer for some activities, 
such as the Steam Tram Platform 
project, working bees planting out in 
the Sorrento Gardens and the Sorrento 
Foreshore Friends Group.  I even got 
a seat at the New Year Eve’s Planning 
Committee, which demonstrated that 
the people in the area took the protection 
of the community and its facilities 
seriously enough to “tone” down the 
NYE celebrations.  In every activity I 
was welcomed and encouraged.
Early this year I took the “big” jump and 
nominated for the NCG Committee.  
I was not opposed!  The year on the 
Committee has been rewarding.  It has 
been a year of getting to know about the 
activities and seeing how things work.  
I took over as Membership Officer as I 
figured that would give me enough to 
do and not be too challenging.  Little 
did I know that membership lists and 
the details attached to them are forever 
changing!!

If I have a wish it is that we can get 
more people interested in joining the 
Committee and more members actively 
involved in our activities and campaigns 
for a better Peninsula.
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Rosebud Foreshore Aquatic 
Centre

At its Council meeting on 16 November 
the MPSC voted 6 to 5 to go ahead 
with the proposal to put the Rosebud 
Aquatic Centre on crown land on the 
Rosebud Foreshore.  Over the past 
two years a proposed Rosebud Aquatic 
Centre has been discussed.  The NCG 
is not against the development of a pool 
in Rosebud.  It is our contention that 
the MPS has not assessed ALL possible 
sites for an aquatic centre. Of major 
concern is the “process” and decision-
making principles in relation to the 
proposed Rosebud Aquatic Centre. The 
principle at stake here is commercial 
developments/ ventures on the coastal 
foreshore. A dangerous precedent of 
using public foreshore land for semi 
commercial purposes is involved.   The 
impact on the coastal foreshore would 
be detrimental to the values of place.  
The preciousness of the coast to the 
Mornington and Nepean peninsulas 
cannot be overstated. The two coasts 
– Port Phillip bayside and Bass Strait 
ocean side - are integral to its natural 
and cultural heritage, to its unique 
sense of place and to its identity.  Such 
a development on the foreshore would 
have a significant adverse impact on the 
associated values of this place. 

International Conferences
Papers by Ursula de Jong

INTO 
(International National Trust 
Organisations) Conference, Victoria, 
BC, Canada, 12-16 October 2011 “Place 
Based Knowledge (PBK): exploring a 
new paradigm through Point Nepean 
National Park”

ABSTRACT: This paper sets out to 
understand ‘place-based’ knowledge, 
and to value it alongside other learning 
models.  It recognises that quantitative, 
empirically-based information needs to 
be embedded in qualitative experience.  
The paper thus explores the value of 
experiential learning, arguing for time, 
space and opportunity for discovery, 
for allowing place to work its ‘magic’. 
The majority of urban dwellers are 
now so separated from their natural 
environment(s) that they experience a 
total disconnect even when visiting. In a 
society where instant gratification is the 
norm, humans need to learn to look, to 
listen, to be present.  

The paper understands place as a 
living museum, where perceptual 
immersion in the local environment 
can engender intellectual appreciation 
of, and emotional identification 
with, the environment as a whole.  It 
therefore uses rich multi layered places 
to exemplify the possibilities and 
rewards of such learning, suggesting 
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more subtle interpretations rather than 
just the obvious ones. Point Nepean 
National Park will be the primary 
source of specific examples elucidating 
this theoretical stance. Places each have 
a different ‘sense of place’ born from 
their geology, topography, flora and 
fauna, transformed through water, fire, 
wind and earth, interwoven with the 
dreamtime stories of their indigenous 
peoples, the spirit of place, histories 
ancient and modern. This paper will 
demonstrate that such a rich or ‘thick’ 
approach of place based knowledge 
enhances the visitor experience through 
encouraging active and contemplative 
engagement.  One obvious benefit is 
the fostering of return visits in different 
seasons by the same visitors with 
different ‘mindsets’; eventually the 
experience of place will transform the 
visitor.  

SOAC 
(State of Australian Cities) Conference, 
Melbourne, 29 Nov - 2 Dec 2011, 
University of Melbourne

Paper title: “The role of community 
activism in the sustainable development 
of coastal communities: the Nepean 
Conservation Group Inc, a case study.”

ABSTRACT: The Nepean Conservation 
Group Inc was formed in 1973.  The 
jurisdiction of the NCG covers the whole 
the Nepean Peninsula, the tiny sliver of 
land between Port Phillip Bay and Bass 
Strait, at the end of the Mornington 
Peninsula, Victoria, Australia. Much 

of the Nepean Peninsula is moonah 
woodland.
The NCG Constitution states that their 
primary object is
“To make every effort to ensure that the 
land and waters of the Sorrento Portsea 
Blairgowrie Area are used with wisdom 
and foresight and that the competing 
demands upon them are resolved in the 
best long terms interests thereof …”

The NCG deals with issues as diverse 
as vegetation and development 
overlays; heritage; townscapes; public 
access; neighbourhood character; 
hooded plovers; historic towns and 
fire protection. The NCG coordinates 
Friends Groups that care for bushland 
parks and coastal reserves, for flora 
and fauna, on the Nepean Peninsula. 
The NCG is an advocate for a dynamic 
fragile coast.  Implicit is an expectation 
that such a local community group is the 
guardian of their coastal environment. 
What about the ‘sea-changers’, 
the holiday-makers who establish 
themselves in these communities? What 
is their role in their ‘adopted’ place?  
This paper will examine a number of 
significant recent issues: public rights 
to access cliff tops and foreshore crown 
land; the subdivision of private land in 
an historic site; historic coastal town 
development (design by community, 
development by stealth), fire protection 
versus destruction of habitat and 
character of place. This case study is 
situated in a larger ongoing research 
investigation.
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Community Fire 
Information Day
22nd October 2011 

Doreen Parker and Ursula de Jong

40 people attended a Community Fire 
Information event at the Sorrento 
Community Centre on Saturday 22nd 
October from 11 am - 1pm. Information 
stalls were held by the Nepean 
Conservation Group, the Nepean 
Historical Society, SPIFFA (Southern 
Peninsula Indigenous Flora and 
Fauna Association), the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Council and the CFA.  
The Shire provided a free BBQ lunch for 
all participants.

Ursula de Jong, President of the NCG 
welcomed those present and opened the 
formal meeting. Ursula explained the 
reason for holding this meeting prior to 
the commencement of the fire season: it 
gave the community time to consider the 
local environment in a considered way, 
in order to reduce the fire risk and NOT 
destroy the ecology.  The vegetation on 
the Nepean Peninsula is integral to the 
values of place, and so it is critical that 
we all understand the vegetation and 
its predictive behaviour should we be 
threatened by fire. None of the agencies, 
nor the few volunteers of the Friends 
Groups could undertake the task of 
clearing all weeds and undergrowth on 
the Peninsula – it is a task that requires 
a whole of community response.  

Simon Thoring 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
National Systems Team

Dumping of green waste and hard 
rubbish has become a greater problem 
with the rising costs of tipping. 
The issues of vegetation along 
Melbourne Road and the increased 
traffic which will be generated by the 
freeway extension were raised.  Simon 
Thoring acknowledged the need to 
manage the high biodiversity in these 
areas, and stated that the Shire has 
engaged a fire management consultant 
jointly with Vic Roads to provide a 
report; some funding will be available 
to work on this in 2011. The Peninsula 
has high flora fauna values.  The Shire 
acknowledges the numerous different 
landowners, with 90% of land now in 
private hands.   The Shire is aiming to 
raise the awareness of private residents, 
to protect areas of biodiversity and to 
develop an integrated approach across 
all sectors. The Shire will be doing 50 
fire ‘walks and talks’ over the coming 
year.

EG Ritchie native and introduced grasses, 
Ursula de Jong
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David Walter
CFA Community Liaison Bushfire 
Engagement

David Walter suggested residents do the 
following things:
• attend one of the bushfire planning 

workshops which will be held this 
year after attending a Fire Ready 
Workshop; 

• form a community fire guard 
group in their neighbourhoods 
(participants raised the problem of 
nonresidents); 

• use the CFA’s Home Bushfire Advice 
Service which provides assessment 
of individual houses; and 

• prepare a fire plan, using the template 
available from the CFA. 

Simon Thoring pointed out that trees 
don’t necessarily have to be removed 
if the undergrowth is cleared. SPIFFA 
advised that weeds should be cleared 
as a priority and indigenous plants 
such as the bower spinach (tetragonia 

imlpexicoma) and seaberry saltbush 
(rhagodia candolleana) nurtured.

Damien Sayer
Fire Officer for Mornington Peninsula 
Region (Parks Victoria)
Parks Victoria is taking an integrated 
fire management approach: planning, 
preparation, prevention. It has a 
rolling 3 year Fire Operations Plan 
which is available on the DSE website. 
Prevention is carried out via planned 
burning and mechanical treatment 
work with community consultation. 
The Fuel Break Plan has a section for 
the Mornington Peninsula. 23 burns are 
planned for the Mornington Peninsula 
this year, five in Spring. 11 additional 
project firefighters will be based in 
Rosebud during the summer.

Damien made it clear that fuel breaks 
provide access, they do not stop a fire.  
While fires will jump and spot, we do 
not have trees on the Nepean Peninsula 
that will cause distant spotting.
Information is not always timely or 
accurate, that there is a huge problem 
of traffic congestion and that the new 
freeway extension will bring even more 
people here (he indicated that people 
should leave the day before high fire risk 
days).

The CFA message was clear: prepare, 
act, survive.  Is my house defendable?  
Does my family have a bushfire plan?
Residents  are invited to contact the 
relevant authority about individual 
issues.

EG Ritchie: introduced grasses have been slashed 
in preparation for the summer to reduce fire 
hazard. Note indigenous grasses have been left in 
place to seed. Ursula de Jong
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Respecting our coastal
environment

Recently vandalism and disrespectful 
behaviour has been noted at Diamond 
Bay and at Bridgewater Bay. Several trees 
were destroyed in the Diamond Bay 
carpark and a mature Casuarina  ring 
barked. A fire had been lit and the area 
was strewn with cans, glass, plastic 
bottles and much other rubbish. Several 
of the Friends of Diamond Bay Group’s 
tree plantings were also damaged.
At Bridgewater Bay a fire was left 
burning on the beach – the fuel consisted 
of a number of treated pine fence posts 
felled from the PV infrastructure.  A 
great deal of rubbish, remnants of the 
night’s beach picnic, were cleaned up by 
local volunteers.
The locals and most visitors in general 
would find this sort of behaviour quite 
distressing.  The Friends Groups and 

volunteers have done a considerable 
amount of work in the car parks 
and sand dunes over many years are 
particularly affected. 
Parks Victoria Rangers have been very 
supportive in helping with removal 
of such dumped rubbish.  Destruction 
and desecration of this beautiful fragile 
coastal environment, thoughtless 
dumping of rubbish and graffiti etc., 
attracts more of the same if it is not dealt 
with promptly. 
We encourage all our NCG members, 
their families, friends and neighbours to 
be vigilant, especially over these coming 
busy holiday months, and report any 
wilful damage to our environment 
to  the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Council (ph.1300 850600), Parks 
Victoria (ph.131963) or the Police.

We must be ever mindful of the need to 
keep our natural and built environment 
in a state we are proud of, so that all who 
come will respect it, appreciate it and 
leave it for the enjoyment of others.
 
UPDATE
Sorrento Streetscape and Maintenance:
The Shire has $100,000 in its current 
budget for an experimental re-layout 
of portion of the Ocean Beach Road, 
and their plans for such have been 
discussed with a recommendation to 
come to the coalition before the end of 
the 2011 year. Maintenance issues are 
progressing but need continual follow 
up. Pleasingly this is now happening 
through regular meetings between 
our community and the Shire.

Damage to plantings and dumped rubbish at 
Diamond Bay, Richard Holland
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Membership
John Franklin, Membership Officer

The current NCG membership list that 
is used as a mailing list for the News 
contains many entries for people who 
have not paid membership fees for 
some years. The NCG Committee is 
concerned that membership is lapsing 
too easily and there may be confusion 
about when to renew memberships and 
difficulties in submitting membership 
fees.

Those members who have let their 
membership lapse and are still on our 
books will receive a letter advising that 
this is so and asking for memberships 
to be paid for 2012.  If renewals are not 
received by the AGM in February next 
year, we will assume those people have 
chosen not to continue their association 
with the Nepean Conservation Group. 
The Committee urges all members to 
try to keep up with subscriptions so 
that this situation does not occur in the 
future.

As mentioned in the September 
Newsletter, we have initiated an 
alternative payment method to cheques 
/ money orders / cash.  Electronic funds 
transfer (EFT) is now available.  The 
details are on the enclosed Renewal / 
Membership form.

The new form has been designed to 
assist us in gauging the extent to which 
members wish or are prepared to be 

involved in the work of the NCG – on 
the Committee, on ad hoc projects, 
and with the various Friends’ Groups.  
Please give consideration to being more 
involved and indicate a willingness to be 
contacted and possibly asked to assist 
with activities and / or events.  

You will also note that we would like 
to know if you are prepared for us to 
provide news updates via email.  We 
already have a database of emails for 
about 100 members.  If you wish to 
receive emailed information please 
provide your email address (write 
clearly).

It goes without saying that the Nepean 
Conservation Group needs more active 
members for us to survive and be a 
force to be reckoned with.  Before you 
renew your membership for next year 
please reflect on the NCG’s Vision and 
Direction statement (enclosed), and if 
you can identify with the statement give 
serious consideration to how you can 
assist. 

Nepean Peninsula, Lisa Howard
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Friends of the Hooded Plover 
(Mornington Peninsula) Inc.

The Hooded Plover breeding season 
has well and truly commenced and 
once again the Friends Group is actively 
engaged in assisting Parks Vic and Birds 
Australia in the task of protecting the 
birds and advertising their plight.  The 
following are some of the activities 
planned this season.

December 28:  Kids Morning - Banner 
Painting
Recently the CEO of Parks Victoria 
commented on the plight of Hooded 
Plovers and suggested there needs to 
be social change to make a difference 
to Hooded Plover breeding success.  
Hence, increasing the profile of Hooded 
Plovers becomes an important aspect 
of the Friends of the Hooded Plover 
(Mornington Peninsula) Inc.
 
This summer, there will be a number 
of activities to achieve greater public 
awareness on the Peninsula and one of 
these will be a banner painting session 
at the St Andrews Recreation Centre. 
 
Children and adults are invited to 
attend on the 28 December from 10 – 
12.  Everyone welcome. If you would 
like to help in the planning of the day 
or supervising the painting of a banner.  
Contact Malcolm on 0417 580 031 if 
you are interested.

Training Days
Training Workshops for new members 
and those interested from the public are 
to be held as follows:
At St Andrews on 10 January and 
At Sorrento on 11 January.  
Contact hploversmornpen@gmail.com 
if interested. 

January 12: Kids Morning - Summer 
by the Sea
This will be held in conjunction with 
the Parks Vic Ranger program and Birds 
Australia.
Time:  10 am – 12 noon
Place:  Portsea back beach 

Come and meet the ranger and friends 
group to learn about a very special 
species that lives on our ocean beaches.  
Discover what you can do to help their 
plight. Craft materials will be available 
for budding artists.
Junior ranger activities are targeted at 
primary aged children and children 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian at all activities.   
Bookings 13 19 63. 
 
Please let us know at 
hploversmornpen@gmail.com if you 
would like to be involved.

Become a Hooded Plover Warden
In my twenty years or so of being 
a volunteer in community based 
conservation groups, I have planted 
hundreds of trees, cut down thousands 
of woody weeds and pulled many more 
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Hooded Plovers nesting, Parks Victoria

thousand weeds from the earth. But 
the easiest conservation activity I have 
ever performed is being a Warden for 
Hooded Plover chicks. 
 
In its most simple form, being a Warden 
involves putting on a brightly coloured 
vest, sitting on a beach nearby a recently 
hatched Hooded Plover chick and 
reading a book or listening to the waves 
roll in. 
 
The most important aspect of the job 
is having a presence on the beach. Just 
being there is enough to prevent what 
could be a fatal interaction between a 
person/dog and the tiny new Hooded 
Plover. Being there ensures that someone 
is watching out for the chick and more 
importantly, someone is watching those 
who are using the beach.
 There is no requirement to be an expert 
or highly skilled bird watcher. Even if 
you cannot see the chick, (which is most 
of the time) your presence is enough to 
keep the public honest.
 

So if you want to spend a peaceful hour 
or so on a beach in a National Park 
this summer and contribute directly to 
protecting a threatened species, contact 
Malcolm on 0403 997 831 or go to www.
hoodedplover.com  and get some more 
information.
 
There are fewer than 600 Hooded 
Plovers left in Victoria and in the 
Mornington Peninsula National Park 
over 93% of eggs fail to become an Adult 
Hooded Plover.

Malcolm Brown

UPDATE
Settlement Action Group:
A new group called the “Settlement 
Action Group” has been formed to 
see that the “2002 Future Directions 
Plan” for the “First Settlement Area” 
i.e. from Cameron’s Bight to the 
Sorrento Couta Boat and Sailing Club 
is actually carried out. Plans for the 
construction of the walking track 
from the Visitors Centre around the 
Eastern Sister to Sullivan Bay has 
been considered.  SAG is made up as 
follows: Patron - Dorothy Houghton; 
MPS Councillor - Tim Rodgers; 
Convenor - Charles Cayless Nepean 
Conservation Group; Secretary - Rae 
Riley Nepean Ratepayers Association; 
Members: Frank Hindley and Des 
Young Nepean Historical Society; Lino 
Tarquinio - Cameron’s Bight Foreshore 
Committee of Management; Member 
from the Public - Richard Shelmedine; 
MPSC Officer - Greg Powell.
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DIAMOND BAY 
2nd Friday each month at 9.30 am. 
Contact Richard Holland 0412 429 160 
or email hollandr@ozemail.com.au 
(Melway 157 B 11) (Parks Victoria)

DIMMICKS BUSHLAND RESERVE 
(Carslake Ave) 
1st Sunday each month at 10am. 
Contact Keith Murley, 5988 9124  
(Melway 167 G7) (Council)

E.G.RITCHIE RESERVE 
1st Sunday Contact Ursula de Jong, 
9544 7625, Margaret Finger , 9481 0401 
(Melway 167D5) (Council)

FRIENDS OF THE HOODED 
PLOVER (MORNINGTON 
PENINSULA) INC
Contact Diane Lewis
email hploversmornpen@gmail.com
(Melway 156,166) (Parks Victoria)

POLICEMAN’S POINT/STEAM
TRAM PLATFORM, Sorrento 
Contact Charles Cayless 5984 4081
(Melway 157 B7) (Council)

SORRENTO BEACH 
Contact Robin Bray 5984 5495

POINT NEPEAN  
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
at 1.30 pm.  
Contact Brendan 5986 1263 
(Parks Victoria)

SID BAKER RESERVE 
3rd Sunday alternate months 10am-
12pm. 
Contact Suzie Mac Farlane , 9817 5139 
or Bill Finger 9481 0401, 5988 8882  
(Melway 167 E4) (Council)

SLIPS RESERVE MacFarlan Ave 
Last Sunday each month. Volunteers 
required Contact Hon Sec on 5984 4184
(Melway 167 CD1) (Council) 

TUCKEY TRACK RESERVE 
Usually last Monday each month at 
9am Contact Frank Girardin 5984 1768 
(Melway 157 D10) (Council) 

SPRAY POINT WILD COAST 
CONSERVATION GROUP INC. 
Active with working bees, an annual 
planting etc. 
Contact Judith Peirce 9481 3151

NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie Conservation group Inc)

ABN 44 531 738 131 Reg. No. AOO 2079IU
PO Box 157, Sorrento, 3943

www.nepeanconservationgroup.org.au  email: info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

FRIENDS GROUPS
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Contributions
NCG Newsletter would appreciate 
contributions by members - stories, 
poems, news, things you have 
discovered about your Peninsula; and of 
course pictures.  
Send text and/or  high resolution 
images and captions to Lisa Howard - 
ldj_design@yahoo.com.au for inclusion 
in your next edition of the newsletter. 

NCG online
Follow @NepeanCG on Twitter. 

Front cover: cushion bush, MPNP, indigenous 
small plant for our gardens , Ursula de Jong.
Back cover: Italian buckthorn - it might look 
like a Christmas Holly - it is not.  This is a major 
weed on the Peninsula.  Destroy bushes wherever 
possible; carefully wrap seeds (berries) and 
dispose of in garbage before the birds spread it 
further.  Ursula de Jong. 

A welcome visitor: Black Swamp Wallaby 
drinking from the bird bath at Westering ‘pleased 
to find a cool drink on a hot January day’ in 2010.

VALE Richard Pearson

Long term NCG member, inspired 
naturalist, in particular for his Sorrento 
property Westering and as custodian of 
the land surrounding the Western Sister 
Neemorna Estate.

UPDATE
Police Point Park
Consultants have been appointed for 
development of the conservation and 
recreation plan for Police Point Shire 
Park. The lead consultant is ‘Context’ 
(who specialise in heritage) and they 
are working in association with ‘Urban 
Initiatives’ (landscape architects) 
and ‘Practical Ecology’. They have 
visited the park and over the next few 
weeks will be collating and digesting 
material, before they meet with the 
community reference group.
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It might look like a Christmas Holly - it is not.  Italian buckthorn is a major 
weed on the Peninsula.  Destroy bushes wherever possible; carefully wrap 
seeds (berries) and dispose of in garbage before the birds spread it further.


