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The Mornington Peninsula Shire has classified the Agapanthus praecox as an environmental weed – a 
plant that threatens natural ecosystems and diversity of fauna and flora.

The ease with which it can spread and self-seed has led to it being labelled a weed.  To stop the 
Agapanthus from multiplying, trim and dispose of the tops before they look like this!
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Dear NCG members, 
A third of our year has already flown 
past – our summer has finally gone and 
with it the crowds.  Autumn has settled 
in with cooler mornings, some glorious 
sunny days, and some welcome rain 
for our National and Shire Parks and 
gardens. In our bushland parks, coastal 
banksias in full bloom; casuarinas just 
starting to turn their russet colouring; 
spurts of growth still on tea tree and 
moonahs.  In the garden lost all my 
green tomatoes to our ringtails; rescued 
quinces from over active ringtails; 
waiting for figs to ripen, willing to 
share with birds! Time to dead head 
all agapanthus (if you still have them), 
be watchful for smilex reappearing 
(carefully lift bulbs), keep cape ivy in 
check, and remove English ivy.

The NCG Committee had their 
first 2012 meeting in March, after a 
successful AGM (refer to full report 
in this Newsletter).  We are delighted 
to have five new members on the 
committee this year (two recruited after 
the AGM).  We are restructuring the 
Committee to strategically work as a 
team with the support of our members. 
We have reaffirmed our journey to 
re engage the local community with 
their place, and with each other. Our 
priorities are membership, archives 
and planning. We look forward to a 
renewed invigorated membership to 
take us into the future. We are working 
with the local print media to take our 
concerns to a wider audience, renewing 

our website, and engaging with 
more interactive networking such as 
Facebook and Twitter.  We are pleased 
that we have an archivist to deal with 
our papers, to sort them, file them and 
store them properly for the future. They 
are an amazing record of community 
activism.  We are actively working with 
Cr Tim Rodgers, the NRA and NHS to 
streamline planning matters, so that we 
can more effectively deal with permit 
applications in a timely and efficient 
manner, and so that we can influence 
policy and practice in the Shire. 

My sincere thanks to the NCG 
Committee, to all our members and 
supporters, our Friend’s Groups and 
workers … we have a busy year ahead 
of us as we move forward to meet new 
challenges. 

Enjoy Autumn on our beautiful 
peninsula.

Dr Ursula de Jong, President 
president @nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

Please note that the address label on 
each envelope delivering the News 
now includes a year (e.g. 2012) at the 
bottom of the label - this year represents 
the year subscriptions have been paid 
to.  The year date provides each member 
with a reminder of the status of their  
subscription (i.e. 2012 means you have 
paid for 2012).
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The 2012 NCG Inc 
Committee

The 2012 NCG Committee is being 
restructured to work as a team going 
forward. 

In our June Newsletter we will formally 
introduce each member to you, their 
expertise and passion, and their 
portfolio(s). 

For now we are as follows:
President: Ursula de Jong
Treasurer: Edward Cohen
Correspondence Secretary: Marie 
Tormey
Committee members: 
Mechelle Cheers, Rebecca Cohen, Eddy 
de Jong, John Franklin, Ian Haskins, 
Richard Holland, Lisa Howard, Jennifer 
Taylor, Kasia Zygmuntowicz 
Friends’ Coordinator: Kaye Mackay

View across our vegetated peninsula - built forms 
largely contained by the vegetation canopy. 
Ursula de Jong

Seasonal Walks and Rambles

This year we are planning to have 
“seasonal” walks and rambles.   This will 
be an opportunity to meet with other 
members of the Nepean Conservation 
Group, and Shire and Parks Friends 
Groups, to simply enjoy something of 
the beautiful coastal environment in 
which we are privileged to live.   These 
will be easy going walks, taking us along 
familiar and not so familiar paths to 
discover or revisit places, and to improve 
our knowledge of the Nepean Peninsula.   

Please wear comfortable clothing and 
good walking shoes. Remember there 
is no such thing as unsuitable weather – 
only unsuitable clothing!
 
Our first walk will be on Sunday, 8th 
April, 2012.   We will meet at 10.00am at 
the Koonya Beach Car Park (at the top 
end of Hughes Road) and walk towards 
Sorrento.   At the conclusion of the walk, 
we will meet for coffee at the Blairgowrie 
Cafe (at own expense). 
 
Future rambles are being planned on a 
roughly bi-monthly basis: April, June, 
August and October.
Our second walk will be Sunday, June 
10.  We will meet at 10am at Sorrento 
Ocean Beach car park, adjacent to Surf 
Lifesaving Club. At the conclusion of the 
walk, we will meet for coffee afterwards 
at All Smiles at Ocean Beach (at own 
expense). (If preferred, we could change 
coffee venue on the day).

For further suggestions or queries please 
phone Marie Tormey on 5984 4184 or 
Edward Cohen on 0437 356 358.
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Blairgowrie Bay Beach looking to Arthur’s Seat, 
Ursula de Jong

Appreciating place: what is 
loved and how do we know?
 
Chris Johnston, a Melbourne-based 
heritage consultant and a Director of 
Context Pty Ltd, a consultancy that 
is committed to active community 
engagement in heritage and 
environment projects, was our 2012 
AGM guest speaker.

She spoke to us about Appreciating 
place: what is loved and how do we 
know? Chris spoke about the ways we 
document place and its meanings to 
communities and groups with special 
associations to that place. Chris spoke 
about special connections to place 
through: identity (individual, family 
and community); experience of place 
(as embraced with all our senses); 
meanings (reminders); stories (evoked 
by place); memories (intrinsic values). It 
is important to understand that people 
share different kinds of connections.

Chris told her audience that ‘heritage 
today includes “loved places”’, places we 
want to pass on to future generations. 
Over time places have been valued for 
different reasons: in the 1980s visual 
appreciation of landscape was deemed 
important; in the 1990s responding with 
our hearts, experiential and emotional 
responses began to be valued. In 2000 
the Federal Government called for a 
paper on inspirational landscapes and 
devised a number of themes through 

which to understand diverse landscapes 
in Australia.

• Powerful landscapes
• Landscapes rich with stories
• Uncommon or unusual landscapes
• Defining landscapes: landscapes 

shaping how we see
• Inspiring actions or turning points
• Contemplative landscapes – reflections
• Cultural practices – inspiring practices
• Sacred landscapes spiritual insights/

practices

It is relevant to note that local and 
national places just tell different kinds 
of stories. We all agreed that the Nepean 
Peninsula is indeed an inspirational 
place where a sense of place provides a 
sense of belonging and of commitment; 
a place we feel connected to emotionally, 
culturally, and spiritually and therefore 
a place we care about.  
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2012 NCG Inc AGM

The Nepean Conservation Group AGM 
was held on Saturday 18 February 2012 
at Point Nepean National Park.  The 
President welcomed everyone to the 
meeting – the NCG committee were 
very pleased to see about 70 attendees.  
Dr de Jong reminded everyone of the 
NCG Constitution and its objectives, 
noting its continuing relevance in the 
21st century: 
To make every effort to ensure that the 
land and waters of the Sorrento Portsea 
Blairgowrie Area are used with wisdom 
and foresight and that the competing 
demands upon them are resolved in the 
best long terms interests thereof. 

The NCG over the past twelve months 
has dealt with issues as diverse as 
vegetation and development overlays; 
heritage; townscapes; public access; 
neighbourhood character; hooded 
plovers; historic towns and fire 
protection. The NCG in conjunction 
with Parks Victoria and the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire continues to coordinate 
Friends Groups that care for bushland 
parks and coastal reserves, for flora and 
fauna, on the Nepean Peninsula. 

The Nepean Conservation Group Inc 
(NCG) was formed in 1973 by local 
people who felt connected to this place.  
A sense of place provides a sense of 
belonging and of commitment.  It is the 
repository for our shared memories, 
experiences and dreams.  It is a place 

of family and community ties - of roots 
- that stems from our connection to 
a particular location and its people.  
When people feel connected to a place 
- emotionally, culturally, and spiritually’ 
they care deeply about it. Membership 
(active or passive) of the NCG stems 
largely from this connection to and 
concern for place. 

Dr de Jong noted that change has 
been constant on the Peninsula, with 
development gathering pace over time 
and now seemingly engulfing the place 
itself. In 2011 academic and landscape 
architect, Raymond Green wrote: ‘The 
upshot of these changes is that the 
locally unique constellation of landscape 
features that have traditionally defined 
the character of many coastal towns is 
slowly, but surely, being eroded and 
replaced by one of global uniformity in 
the built environment and a degraded 
natural environment’.

Dr Ursula de Jong in delivering her 
second President’s report, highlighted 
the suburbanisation of the Nepean 
Peninsula and inappropriate 
development as one of the major issues 
confronting the local community.  
Coastal areas such as the Nepean 
Peninsula have been undergoing change 
faster than most other areas in Victoria. 
Environmental and heritage overlays 
have not protected the historic town of 
Sorrento nor its hinterland the Nepean 
Peninsula. 
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Coastal scenic quality is an amenity that 
attracts new residents, yet is threatened 
by new development accompanying 
them.  The pressures of the ‘sea change’ 
phenomenon, increased tourism and 
holiday home ownership, and ever-
improving access have had major 
impacts. While coastal landscapes, 
such as that of the Nepean Peninsula 
are highly valued by the wider 
community for their scenic beauty and 
for recreational activities, they are also 
highly desirable as real estate. 

One of the consequences of increasing 
suburbanisation has been the loss 
of character of place. Balancing the 
economic, social and infrastructure 
needs of growing residential and tourism 
communities with environmental 
sustainability and the capacity of 
such a sensitive coastal landscape is a 
considerable planning conundrum. 

Examining Applications for Permits 
has occupied considerable time with 
varying degrees of success, and most 
of them have been highlighted in our 
Newsletters during 2011. We continue 
to streamline the process of notification 
of Applications for Permits with our 
Councillor, Tim Rodgers, and work 
‘smarter’ with our other community 
groups: the Nepean Historical Society, 
the Nepean Ratepayers Association, and 
the Chamber of Commerce. Planning 
issues require considerable time and 
expertise and we are actively seeking 
members willing to give a little time and 

expertise to examining and considering 
Applications for Permits and providing 
advice with regard to objections, and 
if need be representing the NCG 
at community consultations, Shire 
mediations and VCAT. If we had a pool 
of people to draw on, the burden would 
be small for each individual, while the 
benefits for the Nepean peninsula would 
be enormous.

The NCG is not against development 
per se, but we are against inappropriate 
development. We value our planning 
overlays – environmental and heritage – 
we ask that they are upheld and enforced.  
We ask that permit applications are just 
that – requests to vary the stipulations of 
the overlays – with very sound reasons 
to do so. Unfortunately permission is 
generally granted to any application, 
unless there is an objection, and then 
the outcome is generally a compromise 
of the overlay.

Our heartfelt thanks to Parks Victoria: 
for the venue, the support and warm 
welcome.  The NCG meeting in Badcoe 
Hall was followed by a BYO picnic dinner 
on the lawns of the Commandant’s 
House.  A perfect evening and a perfect 
setting, with the sun on our backs and 
sweeping views over Portsea, across to 
Arthur’s Seat, taking in the breathtaking 
vista of Port Philip Bay. The 2012 AGM 
will become a memorable event to 
remember in the history of the NCG!
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Some interesting facts about 
Hooded Plovers

The Species
• The Hooded Plover is listed as 

critically endangered in NSW (50 
birds). Vulnerable in Victoria (550 
birds), Vulnerable in SA (700 birds)       
Tasmania (1000 birds) WA (1000-
2000 birds )

• It is one of two completely dependant 
beach - nesting birds in Australia 
(the other is the Beach Stone-curlew 
in Northern Australia) 

• Hooded Plovers are threatened 
because their eggs and chicks have 
one of the lowest survival rates in the 
world. 

• Hooded Plovers are long lived (10-
17) yrs and have a naturally high rate 
of nest failure BUT humans have 
upset the balance by intruding on 
their beach habitat. 

• In Victoria HP pairs have only a  23 
% chance of producing a chick that 
can fly (with help)

• The Mornington Peninsula HP pairs 
have only a  11% chance of producing 
a chick that can fly  

• The Mornington Peninsula has 15% 
of the Victorian breeding population 
(30 pairs), this is the second highest 
density population on the Victorian 
Coast

The Eggs
• Hooded Plover eggs are the colour of 

sand and the size of a 20 cent coin
• The nest is a simple, shallow, bowl-

like scrape.
• Nests can be anywhere above the 

high-tide mark, on beach, in the 
dunes or rocky points behind 
beaches.

• Hooded Plovers are very clever at 
protecting their eggs and chicks 
from natural threats (ravens, gulls 
and kestrels) the adults distance  
themselves from their camouflaged 
eggs or chicks so the predator can’t 
find them

• Hooded Plovers can collect their 
eggs after a tide washes them out of 
the nest then rebuild a nest around 
them, these eggs will hatch

• Incubation lasts 28 days. Hooded 
Plovers don’t start incubating until 
they have finished laying

Hooded Plover Eggs, Adam Blyth
http://pixelatedempire.com/
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The Chicks
• When the chicks hatch they must 

feed themselves at the waters edge
• Chicks need several hundred meters 

of beach to get enough food for 
survival.

• Chicks cannot fly for 5 weeks
• Only 50% of chicks that fledge will 

survive their first year

Human Threats
• Sitting too close to a nest will disturb 

the adult off the nest, on a day over 
35 degrees the embryos will die in 
less than half an hour.

• Dogs off lead can disturb incubating 
birds, accidentally crush eggs or 
chicks or prevent chicks from 
feeding.

• On busy beaches many small 
disturbances can result in chicks 
dieing of starvation or dehydration

Management
• Staying clear of fenced and signed 

areas gives Hooded Plovers a much 
better chance of nesting success.

• Fencing and signage at nest sites gives 
chicks the same chance of fledging as 
chicks on remote beaches.

• Wooden shelters on the beach 
give chicks a safe hiding place and 
increase their survival rate by 75%

This year only 3 chicks have fledged 
(that’s when they are old enough to 
fly usually 5 weeks). This has been 
a very disappointing season, high 
tides washing away nests and habitat, 

predators at nests and beach goers with 
unrestrained dogs have taken their toll 
on this vulnerable species.

The Hooded Plover breeding season is 
coming to a close for 2011-2012, so you 
may observe many of the birds  flocking 
on a couple of the beaches over the 
winter months. The  breeding season for 
2012 - 2013 will start around August, 
September. Once again we will ask for 
volunteers to help observe and report 
what they see on their beaches. 

Diane Lewis, President 
Friends of the Hooded Plover 
(Mornington Peninsula) Inc.
hploversmornpen@gmail.com

Hooded Plover, Adam Blyth 
http://pixelatedempire.com/
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A home for the NCG Inc?’

The Nepean Conservation Group has 
been negotiating with the Shire for 
some time to find a suitable permanent 
“home”. The Shire has given us a lease 
on one of the houses at Police Point: 1 
Franklin’s Drv. Unfortunately the house 
is not connected to electricity or water; 
and is not fit for habitation. 
Ideally we are seeking somewhere with a 
clear visible presence in the community. 
We are unable to hold our committee 
meetings there and continue to meet 
at a committee member’s home. Until 
we can negotiate a more suitable place  
we are storing our archives at Police 
Point.  We have numerous archives in 
boxes, which have been donated to us 
by members. We also have material 
which is of importance to the history 
of our organisation.  We are delighted 
that Mechelle Cheers has volunteered to 
become the NCG Archivist and begins 
sorting in 2012. We thank the Shire 
for providing us with a much needed 
interim solution and look forward to 
progressing this matter during 2012 
towards a suitable outcome.

Nepean Conservation Group 
Inc. Online

NCG Website 
It is time for a change!  The NCG website 
is currently being revamped, and will 
soon appear in the form of blog at the 
same address. 

The website will become your portal 
for the latest updates on issues relevant 
to the Nepean Peninsula, and a forum 
for you to correspond with the NCG 
committee.   You will also be able 
to download previous issues of the 
Newsletter, and find useful resources 
online such as the ‘Guide to Indigenous 
Plants’.   

NCG Facebook & Twitter
Are you on Facebook?  Make sure 
you search for ‘Nepean Conservation 
Group’ and ‘like’ the page.  Becoming 
active on Facebook will help the NCG 
promote Friends Group activities, 
working bees and other community 
events on the Peninsula.   
In true social media form, the NCG has 
also set up a twitter account!   ‘Follow’  
@nepeancg and send us a hello.  

If you would like to receive your 
Newsletter by email please send a note 
to:  info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

1 Franklin Drv, Ursula de Jong
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ARC Linkage Project Group

ARC Linkage Project

Deakin University researchers met 
with planning and community partners 
to begin their ARC (Australian 
Research Council) LINKAGE 
PROJECT: LP110200787, “Sea change  
communities: inter-generational 
perception and sense of place” on 
Saturday 17 March 2012, hosted by the 
Nepean Historical Society. 

The three Deakin University 
researchers, Associate Professor David 
Jones, Dr Ursula de Jong and Dr Robert 
Fuller were joined by James Larmour-
Reid (Planisphere), Don Ewart, Doreen 
Parker, Janet South, Frank Hindley, 
Margaret Broadhead (NHS); Kasia 
Zygmuntowicz, Eddy de Jong (NCG); 
Jocelyn Grant (Queenscliffe Historical 
Museum) and Joan Kenwood, Chris 
Johnson (Queenscliffe Community 
Association).

Through the introductions numerous 
synergies were identified across The 
Heads – ranging from our shared and 
common histories, our understandings 
of ‘sense of place’, through community 
activism in relation to development.  
James Larmour-Reid outlined 
Planisphere’s work: their focus was 
on enhancing planning schemes and 
how to improve them. A lively and 
robust discussion was followed by a 
networking lunch.  The second meeting 
will be held in Queenscliff, hosted by 
the Queenscliffe Historical Museum.

Contributions to NCG
Newsletter

NCG Newsletter would appreciate 
contributions by members and Friends 
Groups - updates on what you have 
discovered about your Peninsula; and of 
course pictures.   

Send text and/or  high resolution 
images and captions to Lisa Howard - 
ldj_design@yahoo.com.au for inclusion 
in the next edition of the newsletter. 
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DIAMOND BAY 
2nd Friday each month at 9.30 am. 
Contact Richard Holland 0412 429 160 or 
email hollandr@ozemail.com.au 
(Melway 157 B 11) (Parks Victoria)

DIMMICKS BUSHLAND RESERVE 
(Carslake Ave) 
1st Sunday each month at 10am. 
Contact Keith Murley, 5988 9124  
(Melway 167 G7) (Council)

E.G.RITCHIE RESERVE 
1st Sunday Contact Ursula de Jong, 9544 
7625, Margaret Finger , 9481 0401 
(Melway 167D5) (Council)

FRIENDS OF THE HOODED PLOVER 
(MORNINGTON PENINSULA) INC
Contact Diane Lewis
email hploversmornpen@gmail.com
(Melway 156,166) (Parks Victoria)

POLICEMAN’S POINT/STEAM
TRAM PLATFORM, Sorrento 
Contact Charles Cayless 5984 4081
(Melway 157 B7) (Council)

SPRAY POINT WILD COAST 
CONSERVATION GROUP INC. 
Active with working bees, an annual 
planting etc. 
Contact Judith Peirce 9481 3151 

POINT NEPEAN  
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
at 1.30 pm.  
Contact Brendan 5986 1263 
(Parks Victoria)

SID BAKER RESERVE 
3rd Sunday alternate months 10am-12pm. 
Contact Suzie Mac Farlane , 9817 5139 or 
Bill Finger 9481 0401, 5988 8882  
(Melway 167 E4) (Council)

SLIPS RESERVE MacFarlan Ave 
Last Sunday each month. Volunteers 
required Contact Hon Sec on 5984 4184
(Melway 167 CD1) (Council) 

TUCKEY TRACK RESERVE 
Usually last Monday each month at 9am 
Contact Frank Girardin 5984 1768 (Melway 
157 D10) (Council) 

SORRENTO BEACH 
Contact Robin Bray 5984 5495

NEPEAN CONSERVATION GROUP INC
(formerly Sorrento-Portsea-Blairgowrie Conservation group Inc)

ABN 44 531 738 131 Reg. No. AOO 2079IU
PO Box 157, Sorrento, 3943

www.nepeanconservationgroup.org.au  email: info@nepeanconservationgroup.org.au

FRIENDS GROUPS

Kaye Mackay has been appointed the 
Friends’ Coordinator.  Over the next 
few months Kaye will visit each site and 
contact each Friend’s Group.  Kaye may 
be contacted as follows: 
Email: wordwise06@yahoo.com.au  
OR
Phone: 5985 6773 (between 5-7pm)



March 2012 Nepean Conservation News  14

Next Issue... 

In the June Issue of the Nepean 
Conservation News look out for details 
on how Friends Groups can apply to 
NCG  for specific projects – planting, 
weeding, etc.  In the meantime check 
the website for full details and templates 
for application.

Also, this year NCG will be 
implementing a new initiative for 
battling Peninsula weeds.  Watch for 
more information (via newsletter and 
website) on targeting Polygala (pictured 
right) in 2012.

Below: Silver Eye awaiting a fig feast, 
Ursula de Jong

Above: Polygala within native vegetation; 
Polygala flower, Ursula de Jong.

Cover image: Banksia, Ursula de Jong; 
Back cover: NCG AGM picnic. 
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