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FRIENDS 
 OF THE 
 HOODED 
 PLOVER 

NEWS 
 

Issue Number 12 
 

Summer has arrived on the Mornington peninsula. The car parks are full 
café’s overflowing, march flies biting and Hooded Plovers nesting. 
 

The breeding season started with the death of the Pt King Road chick, which 
was only days from flying. It was chased and caught by a dog off-leash. It 
was a sad end after all the positive support from the local community. It was 
a solemn reminder of how vulnerable these little chicks are. 
 

 Since then there have been many attempts at nesting all over the Peninsula 
– many behind the new Coastcare/BirdLife fencing. 
 

To date we have had one chick fledge at Montfords Beach. Our records of 15 
years at Montfords show many attempts at nesting and even chicks some 
years, but this is the first time we have recorded a chick fledge on this 
beach. It is always good to remember that what we think is impossible is 
sometimes very possible. 
 

If all goes well the 2 chicks at Moana will be flying next week. Gunnamatta, 
Rye and Koonya all have chicks as well. 
 

Volunteers have been kept very busy at the events FoHP has held over sum-
mer. Lois Greene successfully coordinated stalls at Boneo Markets in Novem-
ber, December and January. The badge-making machine borrowed from 
BirdLife was a great success. The bag-painting day with the PV Junior Ranger 
program saw parents and adults taking part. 
 

We have the interest and plenty of members but very few are going 
onto the beaches reporting on the little birds. 
 

The Mornington Peninsula is a very large area to cover when walking the 
beaches. The more information we get the more we can protect nests and 
chicks. Remember all information from your observations is valuable 
 

These birds are sometimes difficult to see at first but with a bit of mentoring 
it can be very exciting finding a new nest or spotting a chick for the first 
time. 
 

This year’s committee would like to help new members feel confident to re-
port what they see. If you would like to join up with one of us for a men-
tored walk please let us know via our email, hploversmornpen@gmail.com  

We will get back to you with dates times etc. 
 

FoHP affiliation with Parks Victoria: The Friends of the Hooded Plover is 
a Parks Victoria friends group. Members of the committee meet monthly with 
the Hooded Plover PV team, we discuss how to improve the management of 
Hooded Plover sites on our beaches,  possible grant applications. At present 
we are working with PV on ‘Management Guidelines’ for our group. It’s a 
long document but covers all areas from ‘who to report a new nest to’ to ‘a 
job safety analysis’. Val Ford is doing all the hard work of collating the mate-
rial and formatting it into a professional document.  
 

Once completed it will be sent out to all members, we hope you will find it a 
good source of information.  
 

If any member would like to come to a meeting please let me know. You are 
all most welcome and new ideas are our way forward. 
 

FoHP has been awarded two grants: 
Coastcare – for fencing of prime habitat sites and protection of habitat. 
BirdLife – for signage at Sorrento/Queenscliff ferry. 
 

Work on new fencing will start mid year after the breeding season. Ferry 
signage needs to be coordinated with Mornington Peninsula Shire and the 
Ferry people. 
 

Best wishes for the New Year 
 

Diane Lewis 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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Montfords’ chick doing wing stretches; it fledged a few days later. 
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FRIENDS OF THE HOODED PLOVER (MORNINGTON PENINSULA) INC 
Incorporation number:  A0054904Y 

 

 
COMMITTEE  

 

President: Diane Lewis    Vice President: Sandy Brewer   Secretary: John Rawlins   
Treasurer: Sandra Watt   General members: Glenn Ehmke, Lois Greene, Chris Willocks 
 

CONTACTING FoHP 

Phone:   0419 320 205 or 5974 3339   
Email:  hploversmornpen@gmail.com    
Post:   PO Box 36 Rye 3941 

NEWSLETTER  
 

Contributions:  Thank you for all the great articles, notes & photos.  Please keep  
sharing your Hooded Plover experiences, frustrations, successes, .....   
 
 

Send to:  Val Ford, 5984 0039, at fordandreid@gmail.com  or PO Box 36 Rye 3941   
   

Deadline for next newsletter: Friday 26 April 2013 
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On Tuesday the 22nd of January, Diane & Rob Lewis, Lois Greene, Jan & Peter Metherell and 
I joined Kim Cott from Parks Victoria for a Junior Ranger program event at Portsea Ocean 
Beach.  The weather couldn’t have been better – a light southerly breeze, clear skies and 
temperature in the low 20s.  We set up in the middle car park, which is a great location with 
plenty of parking space, toilets and water available – plus the view over the ocean is spec-
tacular from such a high vantage point. 
 

Kim started with a short talk about the flora and fauna in the Mornington Peninsula National 
Park, and then it was on to the main activity (as far as we were concerned), which was the 
painting of the BirdLife Australia Hooded Plover bags.  About a dozen children attended, plus 

several parents, and all had lots of fun with the painting.  Some of the colour schemes the 
children came up with were quite interesting, and some of them ended up with more paint 
on themselves than they did on their bags. 
 

The Parks Victoria’s Junior Ranger program is an exciting environmental program encourag-
ing primary-aged children and their families to explore and have fun in Victoria’s parks and 
reserves by participating in a wealth of activities during the school holidays.  For more infor-
mation about the program, check out their website (www.juniorrangers.com.au). 
 

Neil Shelley 

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM 



 

Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc. 3 January  2013 

Date Event Location Description Coordinator How to volunteer/register 

February  Peninsula Swap Mornington Peninsula 
  

Volunteers from Bellarine Peninsula travel by ferry to MP and visit MP beaches 
with FoHP members. 

Diane Lewis If you are interested email 
hploversmornpen@gmail.com  

February 14 Hooded Plover count 
  

All beaches Count Hooded Plovers on designated beaches.  Low tide at 2.39pm. Neil Shelley Neil Shelley: 0438 557 178, 
birdrock16@gmail.com     

March 19 – 23 
  

Schools Environment Week The Briars, Mt Martha 
  

 Similar format to that of previous years. Coordinator required Volunteers required.  Email  
hploversmornpen@gmail.com  

May 16 
  

Hooded Plover count 
  

All beaches Count Hooded Plovers on designated beaches.  Low tide at 9.30am. Neil Shelley Neil Shelley: 0438 557 178, 
birdrock16@gmail.com     

FOHP CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 2013 

Lois organised the third stall of the summer season at Boneo Market to promote and inform 
the community about Hooded Plovers. (In the photo on the right Lois and Diane are ‘ready 
for business’). 
 

Free badge making for the children was an extremely popular activity, with queues at times 
and at least 130 badges made. While parents observed their children it was a good time for 
volunteers to inform and share sightings of nests and chicks. Lots of free printed material to 

promote Hoodies and BirdLife Australia was eagerly taken by parents and children. 
The discussions indicated there is huge support for caring for Hoodies and the environment 
and some new memberships occurred on the day. 
 

Thanks to the volunteers Lois, Diane, Rob, Peter, Jan, Sandy, Jan and Chris for the highly 
successful day in promoting our cause. 
 

Chris Willocks 

BONEO MARKET A PHENOMENAL SUCCESS 
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VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR 2012/13  
BREEDING SEASON 

The first 6 months of the financial year have passed and it is a good 
time to reflect on the amount of effort (measured by volunteer hours) 
that has gone into protecting the little birds.  The response by the 
Friends' members to submitting the hours has been brilliant, with the 
bulk of the hours recorded being sent in within 24 hours of being re-
quested by email, with the remainder within the week.   
 

I have become mindful that asking members to record and pass on 
the hours spent on the beach or in other supporting activities is an 
additional task that deserves feedback.  As a result a summary graph 
has gone out with each request presenting the breakup of the hours 
by individual tasks and on a monthly basis. 
 

Since we are in the second year of recording hours we are now in a 
position to compare this year with last year and undertake a bit of 
analysis of trends. 
 

The graph on the top right shows the monthly totals for each activ-
ity.  As we would expect the number of monitoring hours has steadily 
increased over the breeding season (although there is a drop in De-
cember).  The hours on administration are very high indicating the 
efforts being put in by our Committee and supporting members. 
 

The additional graph shows the cumulative totals for each sea-
son.  The hours for this season (2012/13) are significantly higher than 
for last year.  Volunteer hours for each of the activities as of Decem-
ber 2013 have increased from 2012 levels by the following: 
 

  Beach monitoring   49% 
 Administration   34% 
 Meetings    36% 
 Events           0% 
 Travel    251% 
 Overall       43% 
 

This is a heartening result and shows our resolve has not diminished 
in the light of the poor result last year.  It appears we are more deter-
mined to achieve an improvement for the birds by working harder. 
 

An important factor not mentioned so far is that membership numbers 
have increased from about 40 to 61 currently.  The volunteer hours 
reported above come from the efforts of 20 volunteers. 
 
John Franklin 
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GUMMATTTA: Is the car that illegally drove onto the beach on 29 No-
vember and found itself bogged resting on a Hooded Plover nest? 
 

Val Ford 
 
 
RYE: Nest failed.  Fox prints through nest. 
 

Mark Lethlean 

COMPROMISED NESTS 
KOONYA WEST: On the 12th January I visited the Koonya west nest site and despite lots of people 
sitting far too close, the hoodie was sitting on her nest with 3 eggs that were close to hatching and the 
partner was fairly close by. There were no human footprints behind the roped area. 
 

At about 8am the next morning, I was horrified to see the state of the Koonya West nest site.  
The rope was still in place but masses of human footprints going in all directions were behind the roped 
area and there was no evidence of the nest remaining. No hoodies were in sight.  
It appeared to be deliberate vandalism. 
 

Since the nest was destroyed, the adults have been seen on their territory and hopefully they will make 
another nesting attempt soon. 
 

Chris Willocks 
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Some key reminders so we keep safe over summer as well as the birds: 
 

On days of extreme heat please avoid going near the birds as we don’t want them to flush 
from the nest or their chicks; these days might require an early morning visit when it’s cool 
or a visit to the general area just to make sure everyone is abiding by signage in place. 
Otherwise be very aware just how quickly nests can fail in extreme heat (and strong winds 
too). 
 

Also please rethink making any coastal trips on days of total fire ban where you might be in 
remote areas or adjacent to bushland and high risk areas. 
 

Remember that once a nest has been located and it is being incubated, there is no need to 

approach this on future visits – instead you can usually see the bird sitting on the nest from 
a distance or you can see it rapidly run from the dune or upper beach and be very assured 
that there are still eggs. The less footprints leading to a nest, the better. 
 

Keep fences as large as you can make them and signage well placed from fencing so that 
the birds get a nice buffer from beach goers. 
 

The data shows that this summer period has the best chance of chicks making it through to 
fledging, so keep this in mind and know that any efforts you put in will be well worth it. 
 

Grainne Maguire 

SOME SUMMER REMINDERS 
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LEUCISTIC HOODED PLOVER  
 

A leucistic Hooded Plover was banded, CS on an orange flag, on 22.7.2011.  It was in 
group of 12 Hooded Plovers at Moana Court access to St Andrews Beach, Mornington 
Peninsula National Park. 
 

When captured and banded it was presumed to be a Subadult due to its plumage but 
since that date it has been sighted two breeding seasons later still with the grey 
head and this has made us realise that this bird has leucistic plumage! Therefore when 
we first banded it, it may have been considerably older than we suspected.  
 

Mornington Peninsula seems to be the place for firsts: the first bay nesting hoodies, the 
first 'threesome' raising chicks, the first leucistic hoodie...what next, the first hoodie to 
learn sign language… 
 

Mark Lethlean 

A QUICK WRAP UP OF THE YEAR SO FAR… 
It was the winter of our discontent…no not really. Winter was a time of learning more about 
where hoodies like to congregate in large flocks and picking up interesting movements of 
juveniles via reports of engraved flag IDs. Sightings of ‘CS’ still in ‘juvenile’ plumage two 
winters after banding revealed that CS is in fact a Hooded Plover with leucistic plumage 
(where the head will never darken as the feathers lack cells to form pigmentation). CS could 
very well be many years old. 
 

This December an adult hoodie with a metal band only was caught at Apollo Bay and it turns 
out that it is at least 17 years old – still breeding too! Meg and I spent two days in Apollo 
Bay and caught 6 adults and 1 chick. This was a great contrast to a recent trip to southern 
NSW, where in four days of visiting beaches we only banded six adults of the 15 we saw in 
total! We worked in a team with NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service to catch and band 
hoodies, but they are just so incredibly rare on the NSW coast – six doesn’t seem like many 
but it’s ~12% of the total number of birds in the state. That really is a sobering thought. We 
learnt at the Merimbula beach-nesting birds workshop that 52% of chicks fledge on the NSW 
coast (in Victoria, it is on average 24% of chicks that fledge…) and this has meant 15 fledg-
lings on average per season since the 2001 breeding season (a total of 170 chicks in 11 
breeding seasons!). However, the population size has not increased, juveniles have not been 
sighted and beaches historically occupied have not had hoodies set up territory again. The 
question begging to be answered is where are all these fledglings? A banding program is the 
solution to this question and Jodie Dunn has worked hard to initiate this in the current 
breeding season. So be on the lookout for engraved leg flags that are black with white writ-
ing (and alphanumeric). 
 

In September we launched the My Hoodie data portal – an online means of reporting sight-
ings of Hooded Plovers and seeing your own sightings together with other volunteers, rang-
ers and land manager’s sightings displayed on a map of your region and as a list of latest 
sightings. There is the option to refine this display and see all the records from your region, 
which gives you an idea of how many times the pairs have nested already this season and 
their story so far. In only 3.5 months of use, the portal now has 1436 observations entered 
for 205 pairs by 91 observers. If you don’t have a login, contact  
hoodedplover@birdlife.org.au and request one. There are still two prizes up for grabs for 
entry numbers 1456 and 1722 – use the portal for a chance to win! 
 

BNB staff have been popping up all over Australia in recent months, holding workshops in 
Burnie (TAS), Eden and Merimbula (NSW), Yorke and Fleurieu peninsulas (SA) and various 
spots in Victoria. We’ve learnt so much and have gained many new wonderful volunteers 
and partnerships. There’s a lot to be said for meeting up in person. In the coming months 
we’ll be holding workshops in Cairns, Brisbane, Eyre Peninsula and the Coorong where we 
will be able to draw a wealth of knowledge and feed it back into the project. 
 

Being passionate about coasts and wildlife that depend on them can be really challenging, 
exhausting and depressing at times. Sometimes things can seem so bleak because the world 
is still so economically driven, with the self at the centre of most decision making. This pro-
ject tries to open people’s eyes to how amazing the environment around them is and to give 
them enough information and motivation to decide to do something that can make a differ-

ence to the world around them. For me a recent highlight was intercepting a group of high 
school students on a beach doing the Great Ocean Walk when we had just captured an adult 
hoodie – we showed them the bird in the hand, asked them to choose it’s engraved flag ID 
and then got a student to assist with release – they walked away saying ‘that was the cool-
est thing ever’ and those are the kind of moments that keep you going. 
 
Grainne Maguire, Project Manager, BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds  
Program, Word about the Hood newsletter, December 2012 
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BEER BOTTLE NEST 
My daughter Hannah and I love the beer bottle nest at Rye. It was the 1st significant scrape of the season, found on the 12/9/12. Then nothing until the 19/11 when a significant scrape 
was found. A single egg was seen on the 26/11.  As you will see it is a collection of broken bottles and like myself they seem to have a preference for VB. 
 

Mark Lethlean 
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Just after public submissions to the Mornington Peninsula Na-
tional Park dog walking review closed, the following incident 
sadly occurred on a nearby beach (not within the National Park), 
which highlighted just how critical leashing of dogs on beaches 
is. The following was written by Grainne Maguire and Glenn 
Ehmke, BirdLife Australia. 
 

A four week old Hooded Plover chick was maimed and killed by 
an off-leash Labrador in full view of a local man whose family 
had been closely monitoring the birds over the past two months. 
Local Portsea (Mornington Peninsula) residents are devastated 
by the loss of this chick which they had been watching grow. 
The chick was only days away from being old enough to fly. 
 

“If it had just survived another week it would have been the first 
chick in the state to successfully 'fledge' this season and be 
counted as contributing to the incredibly low population of 
Hooded Plovers in Australia”, explained Dr Grainne Maguire, 
manager of the Beach-nesting Birds program at BirdLife Austra-
lia. 
 

"One chick may not sound like much but to this endangered 
species it can mean the difference between survival and extinc-
tion". 
 

This is an incident that should not have happened because there 
was ample signage to indicate the presence of a flightless,  

endangered chick on the beach and most locals, including Kate 
Baillieu, had been keenly watching it grow and keeping their 
distance. 
 

The family had survived 30 days incubating their nest and four 
weeks protecting their chick on the busy bayside beach thanks 
to the help of local volunteers like Kate. 
 

“It’s so terribly sad that this precious little bird was wantonly 
killed by someone’s pet dog. I don’t blame the Labrador, they’re 
bred to chase and retrieve birds. But I’m really upset about the 
owner, who ignored our signs asking people to keep their dogs 
on the leash and by the water’s edge for just a few more days…
until the chick was fully fledged. Some may think it’s a small 
tragedy I suppose but it’s heartbreaking for all of us who were 
waiting for this little bird to take flight” said Kate. 
 

“It doesn’t matter how well trained a dog is, chasing is instinc-
tual and for this flightless chick there is no escape. We need dog 
owners to take responsibility for their dogs in the environment” 
said Dr Maguire. 
 

At a beach where locals working with volunteers from the 
Friends of the Hooded Plover group had joined together to help 
these birds, it is a sad but timely example of the crippling im-
pacts of off-leash dogs to the breeding success of these rare 
birds. The time, effort and resources poured into helping  

improve chick survival have proved futile in the face of persis-
tent noncompliance with the law and the signage requiring dogs 
to be leashed in the adjacent Mornington Peninsula National 
Park (which is Victoria’s primary stronghold for the species). 
 

Currently dog access to the Mornington Peninsula National Park 
is being reviewed. The National Park holds the second highest 
density of Hooded Plovers in Australia and is invaluable to the 
species’ survival. 
 

Unfortunately, it also has the poorest chick survival record of 
any area in Victoria. “There is no doubt that off-leash dogs are a 
key reason for this failure” said Dr Maguire. 
 

Dogs are not permitted off-leash in the park at any time but 
Parks Victoria and BirdLife Australia have records indicating the 
over 78% of dogs are seen off-leash in the National Park. Dr 
Maguire says that this cannot continue - “over 20 years of con-
servation effort has been put in for this species, but we cannot 
improve things if dog owners continue to deny these birds a 
place to safely raise their chicks. Every effort has been made to 
improve leashing compliance to no avail”. 
 

The question remains how many more chicks need to die before 
the impact of off- leash dogs is taken seriously? 
 

Word about the Hood newsletter, December 2012 

FAMILY PET KILLS ENDANGERED HOODED PLOVER CHICK 



 

Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc. 8 January  2013 

19.11.12:  3 HPs, all tagged, reported near 2nd reef.  Checked yesterday and today - dogs 
everywhere. No sign on very low tide, if still present probably out on rocks.  
 

Talked with the Pt Leo ranger Tony. He is getting extremely frustrated with dog issues and 
with inconsistency of foreshore rangers along this coast and is very keen to do more. He did 
an article in the local paper only 2 weeks ago on this issue. 
 
2.12.12:  Finally photographed the HPs at Point Leo - took about 5 trips. They were 400m 
west of the surf club and about 200m west of creek opening. As always on this beach is 
enormous dog issue. 
HE is chick from Boags rock and Hannah last saw on 8.10.12 on territory 3 at Gunnamatta. 
Would appreciate the history of the Phillip Island Tags. 
 

The rangers Tony and Ray are great at monitoring the dog issues at Point Leo but only can 
go as far as 1st reef (where the HPs currently are).  
 

The Point Leo Rangers, I am sure, would appreciate some pressure brought to bear on 
Shoreham. As I have said before this area has an amazing range of shorebirds but is also 
well known to be an area where dogs off leash is tolerated or ignored. 

 

10.12.12: Hannah made an entry on the portal for Point Leo - only the 2 Phillip Island birds 
GM/GO and GM/GW present. 
 

21.1.13:  The birds were still there early last week (15.1.13).  Seen by my wife Stacey and 
still opposite First Reef about 400m west of the Point Leo Surf Club. I have seen them a few 
times over the last month but alas without my camera. I do know they had tags rather than 
bands but unfortunately I cannot confirm which birds.  
I did photograph HE with flocks of birds at St Andrews in the last few weeks so suspect it 
was just moving round and that we still have the two Phillip Island Birds on territory. 
 

Their presence has promoted a modicum of interest with a few  of the locals. It is a good 
sign if they can survive a Point Leo summer as it is a very busy beach. 
 
 

Mark Lethlean 

PT LEO (WESTERN PORT BAY) HOODED PLOVERS 

Thanks for the band info and the great photos. GM/GW 
and GM/GO were banded at Phillip Island as chicks. 
 

I think GM/GO has come to you from Phillip Island via 
Collendina beach (between Pt Lonsdale and Ocean 
Grove).  
 

Looks like you have the perennial dog issues there too! 
 

Jon Fallaw, Phillip Island Nature Park 

Date Beach Flags Flags_left/right Right tarsis Left tarsis 

2/12/2011 Elizabeth Cove GM/GW Dark-Green metal / Dark-Green, White Dark-Green / metal Dark-Green / White 

20/02/2012 Ventnor West GM/GO Dark-Green metal / Dark-Green, Orange Dark-Green / metal Dark-Green / Orange 
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FLAGGED RED-CAPPED PLOVERS 
 

In 2008 Deakin University commenced a 
banding study of Red-capped Plover at 
Cheetham Wetlands and Truganina 
Swamp, west of Melbourne – near Altona 
and Altona Meadows. 
 

Dr Mike Weston and students have 
flagged over 100 Red-capped Plover on 
the upper leg with an orange leg-flag 
engraved with two letters. They would 
greatly appreciate any sightings you may 
make. Masked Lapwings have also been 
marked with engraved flags at Phillip 
Island. 
 

Please send details (including date and place) 
to Dr Mike Weston, 9251 7433 or 
mike.weston@deakin.edu.au   

On 17 December 2012, Lois Greene and John Franklin were at No. 16 / Heyfield / Avon beach to check up on 
the 5 Hooded Plovers that occupy that beach (1 pair and 1 threesome).  The hooded plovers are cited in the 
Data portal as Heyfield East (the threesome) and Heyfield West (the pair).  
 

They sighted the three Heyfield East birds resting on dry sand and the two Heyfield West birds foraging on a 
rocky platform.  In addition, a Sooty Oystercatcher was sighted on one of the rock platforms well away from 
the beach.  Normally this would not be unusual, except that the Sooty had a yellow / orange tag on its upper 
left leg, with a gray band on its lower right leg.  After approaching the bird carefully Lois and John were able 
to see the label on the tag – it was B4. 
 

For John at least this was the first time he had seen and identified a band on a bird other than a Hooded 
Plover. 
 

At home an email was sent to Grainne Maguire to report the sighting.  Grainne forwarded the information 
onto the person in charge of banding Sooty Oystercatchers.  Lois and John were subsequently provided with a 
summary of B4’s history (see box).  Two of the previous sightings were made by members of the FoHP 
(Mornington Peninsula).   
 

B4 is over 12 years old and has been seen along the coast since banding on four occasions.  The extent of the 
birds wanderings so far recorded is from Corner Inlet (when banded) to Barwon Heads, with St Andrews and 
Avon beach in between.  
 

The lesson from this story is that there may be more to that Sooty you casually glance at when looking for 
Hooded Plovers.  B4 you look away from the next Sooty you see check to see if it is B4. 
 

John Franklin and Lois Greene  

B4 SIGHTING ON HOODED PLOVER WATCH 

Sooty Oystercatcher B4 
 

Banding/Recapture  
01/08/2004 ROUSSAC'S FARM NEAR FOSTER CORNER INLET   
  (-38.75, 146.20)  Australia 
 10107081  (B4) Aged 4+   
 

Resighting  
26/10/2006  St Andrews Beach  (-38.42, 144.83)   
   

19/02/2008  St Andrews Beach  (-38.42, 144.83)   
   Ian Lane  
 

14/05/2010  Barwon Heads  (-38.28, 144.48)   
    Penny Johns  
 

17/12/2012  Avon Beach  (-38.38, 144.82)  Australia 
    John Franklin  

AUSTRALIAN BIRD AND BAT BANDING SCHEME  
 

If you see a banded/flagged bird, dead or alive, and don’t know who is involved with the banding, report the observation to:  
Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS)  
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/science/abbbs/index.html and follow the ‘Report band sightings’ link. 
 

Either write, email or telephone the ABBBS with the following information, or use On-line reporting form: 
the band number; where you found the band; when you found the band (date); what you think happened to the bird; 
where the bird is now; where the band is now; and notes about any other marks on the bird. 
 

If the bird is dead, we would like you, if possible, to: 
take the band off; gently straighten it as much as you can; stick it to some cardboard; write the band number onto the cardboard;  
write whether you have telephoned the ABBBS about this band; and send the band to the ABBBS. 
 

The Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS), GPO Box 8, Canberra ACT 2601 
Telephone: (02) 6274 2407   Email: abbbs@environment.gov.au 
 

The ABBBS will be very glad to hear from you and will send you a letter telling you about  
where and when the bird was banded. 
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REPORTING OF FLAGGED HOODED PLOVERS 
 

Please let me know of any flagged birds that you see.  The main   
information we like to collect when we see a banded bird is: 

 

♦ Date and Time of day 

 

♦ Location: as specific as possible, gps fix ideal 

 

♦ Age: Adult, Subadult, Juvenile, Chick 

 

♦ ID of bird and which leg 

 

♦ Number and ID of birds it is with 

 

♦ Behaviour: breeding, not breeding, flocking? 

 

♦ How you saw the flag: binos, scope or camera 

 

♦ Include any photos 
 

Grainne Maguire 
 Grainne.Maguire@birdlife.org.au  

Bag painted by 
Neil Shelley  

at the  
Junior Ranger  
Program day. 

 
Trying to  

compete with 
Malcolm? 

NATAL DISPERSAL OF HOODED PLOVERS  
AT PHILLIP ISLAND 

 

From a talk given to the Peninsula Field Naturalists on November 14, 2012 by Dr Roz Jes-
sop, Environment Manager, Phillip Island Conservation Park. 
 

Roz started with the status of Hooded Plovers, which are endangered - approx 3000 birds in 
Australia. They live on beaches and nest over summer, at the same time that the human 
population use beaches. Their nest is a scrape on the sand, dune or rock, and when the 
parents are disturbed by humans or dogs or other animals they hide or try to distract the 
disrupter, leaving the eggs exposed to heat or predators like ravens. Humans also walk on 
the eggs. 
 

Breeding: pairs form a territory along a section of beach, and lay 2 – 3 eggs, which take 28 
days to hatch, and 35 to fledge. The young are sexually mature next season. They are long 
lived, up to 15 years. 
 

Chicks have been banded since 1993, and there are counts four times a year on Phillip Is-
land (also for Pacific Gulls, Kelp Gulls and Oystercatchers). The results of these counts of 
banded chicks are: 
• 25% recorded breeding on Philip Island, 
• 39% recorded but not breeding, 
• 16% left Phillip Island and recorded elsewhere. 
 

Of the 58 birds counted after banding, just before dispersal, only 33 birds were counted in 
the next month, and of these 27% had moved, most within 4-5 km. At the 30-90 day count, 
39 birds were found, 62% had moved, most by 6km approx, many to wilder beaches with-
out car parks, where they are less likely to be disturbed. At 90 days 48 birds were recorded. 
 

In winter the Hooded Plovers flock together, unlike in breeding season when they have their 
own territory. They dispersed east and west of Phillip Island- west to Mornington Peninsula 
back beaches and Anglesea, one as far as Warrnambool, and east to Bass Coast, Inverloch 
and Venus Bay. 
 

Management of predators on Phillip Island has seen numbers of Hooded Plovers improve – 
in 2002 there were 11 breeding pairs, in 2012 25 pairs. In 1992 they bred on 7 beaches, in 
2011, 17 beaches. Phillip Island is free of foxes – there are 100 cameras monitoring them. 
Last year 100 cats were trapped – 99% of them feral. (French Island doesn’t have foxes, 
but a big feral cat problem – in 8 weeks 230 cats were caught). 
 

Another problem for Hooded Plovers is erosion – they need a sloping shoreline, and where 
Marram grass is controlling movement of sand dunes this can create steep cliffs of sand, 
which do not suit plovers. 
 

In response to a question on whether Pacific Gulls eat Hooded Plover young – Roz said that 
they feed more on Shearwater chicks, which are plentiful, and many are undersized and 
would die anyway.  
 

Judy Smart, Peninsula Field Naturalists newsletter, December 2012 
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Webber chopper's tern for the worse 
 

Formula One driver Mark Webber's adventure marathon has 
blown up a wildlife storm in Tasmania, where an event helicop-
ter rotor-blasted a nesting colony of threatened fairy terns. 
 

Teams in the multi-sport event were kayaking near Scamander 
on the island's east coast when the helicopter swooped to within 
20 metres of the colony, according to the group, BirdLife Tas-
mania. 
 

Event organiser Mark Perry, confirmed the "most unfortunate" 
incident, which he said was a brief, inadvertent manoeuvre over 
a bird sensitive area at the mouth of the Scamander River. 
 

"When the nesting was observed the helicopter immediately 
moved away, after less than 40 seconds in the area," Mr Perry 
said. 
 

BirdLife Tasmania convenor, Eric Woehler, said the incident 
jeopardised the colony's breeding season.  
 

Dr Woehler, said it was highly probable there would be some 
loss of life among the terns, but the colony could not be as-
sessed without disturbing them further. 
 

"The high temperatures at Scamander during the incident could 
easily have caused the eggs and chicks to die from heat stress, 
resulting in low to nil breeding success," Dr Woehler said. 
 

The fairy tern, a small black-capped member of the seabird 
group, is nationally listed as vulnerable and numbers only 
around 9,000 adults across Australia.  
 

The Scamander colony represented up to half of all known 
breeding fairy terns in Tasmania. Dr Woehler said years of local 
community work protecting the colony had been undone in min-
utes. 
 

He said a permit issued by the state Parks and Wildlife Service 
specifically called for the protection of beach-nesting birds to 
prevent just such an event.  
 

A spokesman for the state Department of Primary Industries, 
Parks, Water and the Environment said it was taking the report 
very seriously, and monitoring the site to determine any impact.  
 
Andrew Darby, The Age online, December 2, 2012 

Byron’s shorebird nesting success story 
 

Again the Beach Stone Curlews which set up territory three years ago in the Brunswick Estuary, nested again and to 
date one chick survives after a very lucky escape. From the first time this nesting pair was discovered, NPWS Rangers 
and BBB have made a substantial effort to protect the nesting area for these birds with signage, protective fencing and 
wardening. This year by mid-September our monitoring efforts (mainly from outside the fenced enclosure) had not 
established any nesting activity. The first Saturday night of the September school holidays this enclosure also appealed 
to a group of teenagers who set up a party site, fairy lights and all, and in the course of their festivities managed to 
destroy the fence and signs.  
 

The next day as National Parks Ranger Lori Cameron was photographing the rubbish left behind, incredibly in the mid-
dle of the cans and plastic, she discovered a single egg. A couple of days later the bird was seen sitting on the egg but 
we suspected that they egg would have only been recently laid and after so much disturbance, would likely be aban-
doned. Another two days passed and then there was a chick! Three months later it was flagged A7 and is doing well.  
 

Last years chick only survived five months, when fishing line entangled around its leg caught on beach debris and it 
was found dead probably drowned as it could not escape the high tide. The first chick Flagged A1 in 2010 was seen in 
Yeppoon Qld this year. 
 

Word about the Hood newsletter, December 2012 

Apollo Bay: The good and the bad of being a Hoodie 
 

We started the season with the best conditions possible; early nesting by 3 then 4 pairs, and then within a matter of 
weeks 7 chicks; much better than the usual 1, 2 or 3 chicks at most we normally get. Then the bad news; within one 
week we were back to just 2 chicks after a week that involved; a busy weekend on the beach by human visitors after 
which 3 chicks were lost at the Barham West nest; a huge tide surge event that rearranged the Barham River mouth 
beach spit at the East and Mid Barham nest sites where we lost two chicks and a single egg nest. 
 

Fortunately ‘our’ best breeders at Wild Dog Creek beach have had both their chicks make it to 2 weeks old! In the sec-
ond week of December they had the great fortune to be visited by the fantastic ‘Hoodie Wranglers’ from Birdlife Austra-
lia. With the absolute minimum of effort and with very simple tools but a great understanding of their ‘clients’, Drs 
Grainne and Meg easily caught one of our Wild Dog Hoodie adults and one chick. 
 

Even better our adult was the one with a metal leg band, a band placed during the earlier work of Dr Mike Weston. We 
have since discovered that this adult was banded by Mike on 17/10/1996 at Point Franklin near Cape Otway. It has 
been sighted a number of times since; notably at Franklin Rd, Mornington Peninsula National Park on 30/3/99. We be-
lieve from the monitoring work of Judi Forrester that the bird has been nesting at the Wild Dog Creek beach for at least 
10 years. It is great to see that a 17 year old Hoodie is still actively breeding and all going well, has two chicks half way 
to fledging. 
 

Interestingly a flagged bird sighted at the Barham River in Apollo Bay in October 2011 was one that was banded and 
flagged by Dr Grainne Maguire in 18/3/11 at Franklin Rd Portsea. 
 

Gary McPike, Regional Coordinator and Otway Coast Committee Coastal Manager, Word about the Hood 
newsletter, December 2012 

CHOPPERS, BYRON’S SUCCESS & APOLLO HAPPENINGS 
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