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FRIENDS 
 OF THE 

 HOODED 
 PLOVER 

NEWS 
 

Issue Number 13 
 

The official number of fledged Hooded P lover chicks for the 2012-2013 

breeding season on the Mornington Peninsula was nine. A huge improv ement 
on the past six years. Nine chicks is still not enough but w ith your help 

may be we will see more chicks surv ive next y ear. 
 

With Easter and school holidays over, the beaches are now  quiet; the beauti-

ful sunny  days of autumn make this the best time to walk along them. If y ou 

hav e been for a walk recently y ou may have noticed that our Hooded P lov ers 

are now  flocking. There are groups at Moana, F ranklin Road and St Andrews 
Beach, even Koony a has seen up to eight birds together on the rocks some 

day s. It is easy  to see how  people can be lured into thinking there are lots of 

hoodies on the Mornington Peninsula. 
 

This is now the time we can assess how  the last breeding season went, how 

we can improve things and what we need to get ready for next season. Re-

placing damaged equipment/fencing is one constant, high tides, strong w inds 
and the sea air all take their toll. 
 

The children at Sorrento Primary School have offered to make eighteen chick 

shelters for us this term. We are v ery grateful to Bunnings Rosebud who 

hav e donated all the materials required. These shelters are v ery welcome as 

our supplies hav e been reduced over the last two years. Thank y ou to Anne 

Ballard and Lois Greene for all their time organising this. 
 

Our C oastcare Grant is still in the planning stages and new fencing will be 

erected in July /August. Meetings w ith PV and DSE next week w ill decide ex-

actly  where the fencing will be placed. Our main aim is to protect valuable 

Hooded P lover habitat and channel beach goers onto the beach from car 

parks, keeping the dune areas free for nesting. 
 

Application of the BirdLife Australia grant is now  being finalised. This grant is 

for new  signage to inform visitors about Hooded P lovers and where to expect 

to find them. We are v ery pleased that Searoad Ferries have offered us an 

area to publicise the plight of the Hooded P lover on their ferries and termi-

nals. Mornington Peninsula Shire has also shown interest and offered to 

cover the cost of some new  signage. Rob Lew is has taken on the superv ising 

of this grant. Thanks Rob for all the time you have spent getting this grant 

together. 
 

Our week at E Week was a great success once again. Over 500 children v is-

ited our marquee. The badge machine BirdLife A ustralia lent us was v ery 
popular. Thank you to all our members who v olunteered their time. It was a 

hectic fiv e days. If possible the committee think it would be worthwhile to 

purchase our own badge machine. We will need to discuss ways of raising 

enough money to purchase one. 
 

FoHP are still awaiting the announcement from Parks Victoria regarding the 

'Dogs on Beaches' review. 
 

Unfortunately  our Treasurer Sandra Watt has had to resign. We desperately  

need one of our members to take up this position. This is not a difficult task. 

If you think you may be able to help, please feel free to email me and I can 

give you a call to discuss what is involved. 

Thank y ou Sandra for all y our help, we are very  sorry to lose you. Hope to 

see y ou again further down the track. 
 

A reminder if y ou are a new  member and would like to go for a walk along 

one of our beaches w ith a FoHP member, send us an email and we will or-

ganise it for you. 
 

Diane Lewis 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Koonya fledgling, photographed by Geoff Gates on the Peninsula Swap day 
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It is a rare occasion that I am able to participate in any of the activ ities held on behalf of the 

Hooded P lover, so I was pleased to be back on the Peninsula in time for the Ironman series 
at Portsea.  With predictions of 100s, or was that 1000s (?) of spectators, all w ithin a few 

hundred metres from the day old Hooded P lover chicks, there was definitely the need for a 

few  guardians.   
 

I arriv ed at 9am, after being stopped at the gate by  the ranger checking for dogs. Glenn and 

Neil were already  'tackling' a group of fishers/crabbers who were ready  to set up their day  

camp, picnic table and fishing tackle right in front of the birds nesting area despite the chat 
that they  had already been given as soon as they stepped onto the beach.  They  were inter-

ested in the birds and happy to comply w ith Glenn's explanations and requests, once they 

understood what was being asked, though the crabbing (w ith a brick?) group still migrated 

back towards the nesting area; at least they were in the wet zone. 
 

In the following few hours till I had to leave the beach, we approached every one coming 

down the western path, w ith postcards, kid's activity  books and or stickers in 
hand.  "Every one" comprised of no more than a dozen groups and were mostly  families, 

though a few backpacker pairs also came down to enjoy  the coastline rather than to join the 

Ironman spectators.  Only one group that I spoke to were politely uninterested in the plover 

plight, w ith every one else happy  to listen to a quick summary of how they could help, grab 

the hand outs and be on their way.  I think that we also watched all of them depart the 

beach because the stiff southerly  breeze and cloud covered sky  made for a rather unpleas-
ant beach experience.   
 

Meanwhile, with the aid of Neil's binoculars, I was able to catch my first glimpse of the two 

wary  chicks scurry ing around seeking their inv isible meals. The adult pair remained on 

guard, rarely  mov ing from their piece of sand, and for the majority of passers-by , they were 

the only  ones that they saw.  In fact, I would go as far to say that very  few  people bothered 

to take the time to look for them once they  left us, already focussed on finding a sheltered 
area for the building of sandcastles; I wonder how many may  hav e taken the opportunity to 

look through the telescope had we had one there; I know that I would have.  
 

At one stage, there was Glenn, Neil and myself as well as three or four rangers in uniform … 

we just about outnumbered the people on the beach; but for me, it was a great opportunity  

to listen to their conversations on various issues, learn a few  more facts about the Hooded 

P lover (how  dismally  ignorant I am of so many  things), and generally enjoy  my morning 
being inv olved in another important part of helping protect the environment and the crea-

tures w ithin it.  Well done to all those people who donate a great deal of time all the time.  
 

Jan Taylor  

THE CHICK AND THE IRONMAN AT PORTSEA 

PENINSULA SWAP - 21 FEBRUARY 2013 

St Andrews Beach, Cape Schanck in the background Searching for the fledgling on Koony a Beach P
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REPORTING OF FLAGGED HOODED PLOVERS 
 

Please let me know of any f lagged birds that you see.   The main  

information we like to collect when we see a banded bird is: 
 

 Date and Time of day 

 

 Location: as specific as possible, gps fix ideal  

 

 Age: Adult, Subadult, Juveni le, Chick  

 

 ID of bird and which leg  

 

 Number and ID of birds it is with 

 

 Behaviour: breeding, not breeding, flocking?  

 

 How you saw the flag: binos, scope or camera 

 

 Include any photos  
 

Grainne Maguire 

 Grainne.Maguire@birdlife.org.au  

To: PVHoodedPloverMorningtonPeninsula@parks.v ic.gov .au, hploversmornpen@gmail.com, 

Grainne.Maguire@birdlife.org.au, Glenn.Ehmke@birdlife.org.au 
 

Subject: Hooded P lov er update 15.2.13, Rye Rock to St Andrews 
 

I checked the Hooded P lovers from Ry e Rock to St Andrews today  (15.2.13) and found 30 

birds in total. 
 

Moana east:  KT + ? + juvenile - adults sitting on the beer bottle nest again w ith juvenile 

nearby - suspect is just a scrape as not on it when I first arrived- didn’t investigate. 
 

Moana west: only  MC seen. Is still incubating 2 eggs. Renee is coming down this afternoon 
to check fertility of eggs as records of nest in same position from 31.12.12. Also had aban-

doned egg early  in season. 
 

Rye carpark east: DS, MY and chick - are actually in Miami east territory  and are now  

w ithin roped area moved by PV (3rd time have had to mov e). Chick is now  30 day s old and 

is another due to fledge any  day . 
 

NB - checked the actual Rye carpark area as there had been 2 untagged birds there- but not 

seen.  

Did however hav e a man, dog and a totally naked women come out of the dunes w ith 

swags.  Probably frightened them off, had same affect on me. 
 

Moana east St Andrews: no birds on territory  - the roped area and signage needs to be 

taken down. 
 

St Andrews east: 18 birds total, 9 banded. All feeding on rocky platform 100m west of St 

Andrews carpark entrance.    

A X, HW from Moana East St Andrews, JY from St Andrews east, DX from Boag Rocks,  CS 
(leucistic), EK, CE, NC and HE.  These birds have now  been flocking for several weeks so do 

you assume that their breeding season is over? I think DX from Boag Rocks fledged a chick 

late last season but I haven’t seen it on territory  for weeks. 
 

Rye Carpark west: MU + 2 adults resting on territory . 
 

Rye Big Rock: 2 untagged adults feeding rocky platform. 
 

Will update portal. 
 

Mark Lethlean 

HOODED PLOVER DATA/INFORMATION REPORTING 

Reporting what you see 
 

Mark Lethlean sends in regular reports of what he sees on the beach.  Above is a report that he sent in 

February  giving an update on the large area he monitors between St Andrews Beach and Rye.  He has 

taken a keen interest in this area over the last 12 months, has got to know  where the birds are likely  to 

be (often there is a surprise) and sends his report in regularly  to PV, BirdLife and FoHP.  
 

February  is a busy  time w ith nests and chicks, this area has up to 9 pairs of Hooded P lovers during the 

breeding season.  A s you can see there is a lot to be gained from what is happening on the beach -   

scientific and recreational.   
 

It is interesting to read that some birds move quite large distances (w ith chicks) around these beaches.  

Regular v isits also pick up quirky behaviour like MC at Moana East was still sitting on eggs possibly  2 

months old.  Renee from BirdLife did come down and check the eggs and the decision was made to 
leav e for another week. They were removed a week later. 
 

Birds starting to flock are an indicator that their breeding season has finished.  Identify ing (orange tags) 

- the banded birds are also telling another interesting story as they are tracked mov ing around the 

beaches and coast.  
 

My little area at Koonya has 2 pairs so I have nev er had a report like this.  I find some of the tags diffi-
cult to read and it can take quite some time to actually  work out what's printed on them.  Luckily Mark 

lov es photography and has a very good camera that can take close up shots so orange tags can be read.  
 

Diane Lewis 

mailto:Grainne.Maguire@birdlife.org.au
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The attached charts show the month by  month hours the F riends have put into 

looking after the Hooded P lov ers on beaches of the Mornington Peninsula National 
Park.  Administration still requires lots of hours as it is the highest component each 

month, followed by beach monitoring. 
 

The cumulativ e chart shows that the trend this year of increased volunteer hours 

ov er the previous year continues.  While we have had more success this season 

w ith increased chick surv ival to fledging, it would be w rong to think that the in-

creased hours have been the only contributor to this success.  However, it is an 
indication that the F riends Group is going from strength to strength and hopefully 

w ill result in a long term trend of higher numbers of chicks surv iving.  
 

The data presented in the charts are the result of members keeping good records 

of their inv olvement and submitting the data each month when requested.  The 

data are provided w ithin a few days of the request going out at the start of each 

month, making the compilation relatively  easy  and timely . 
 

Thank y ou to all members who regularly send in their reports. 
 

John Franklin 

UPDATE ON VOLUNTEER HOURS 

Events 

Peninsula Swap 
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Beach monitoring 

Checking for nests at Gunnamatta 
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FRIENDS OF THE HOODED PLOVER (MORNINGTON PENINSULA) INC 
Incorporation number:  A0054904Y 

 

 
COMMITTEE  

President:  Diane Lew is    Vice President: Sandy  Brewer Secretary: John Raw lins    

Treasurer:  Vacant          General members: Glenn Ehmke, Lois Greene, C hris Willocks 
 

CONTACTING FoHP 

Phone:   0419 320 205 or 5974 3339   
Email:  hplov ersmornpen@gmail.com    

Post:   PO Box 36 Rye 3941 

NEWSLETTER  

Contr ibutions: Thank you for all the great articles, notes & photos. P lease keep 

sharing y our Hooded P lover experiences, frustrations, successes, .....  
 

Send to:   Val Ford, 5984 0039, at fordandreid@gmail.com or PO  Box 36 Rye 3941 

 
Deadline for next newsletter:   Friday 26 July 2013 

NOTICE BOARD 

Stained Glass Hoodie 
 

An artist over on the Fleurieu Peninsula is making these 

wonderful glass hoodies.  
 

He will make some more if the interest is there. They are 

$50 each plus postage.  
 

If you would like to place an order, please contact  
hoodedplov er@birdlife.org.au            

 

Unusual bird at Gunnamatta 
 

On returning to the 2nd car park at Gunnamatta after complet-

ing our quarterly  count in February , we chanced upon a very 

unusual sighting.  Perched in the back of one of the surfers 
ute's was a large (2.49m), brightly  coloured bird, normally only  

seen in the company of small children.   
 

I doubt that it was a threat to any of the fiv e Hooded P lover 

chicks on the beach at the moment, but I w ill consult BirdLife 

Australia to see if there have been any prev ious sightings of 

this species in this ty pe of environment. 
 

Neil Shelley 

TREASURER REQUIRED 
 

Unfortunately  our Treasurer Sandra Watt has had to resign.  

We desperately need one of our members to take up this position.  

This is not a difficult task.  

If you think you may be able to help, please feel free to email me at  

hplov ersmornpen@gmail.com and I can give you a call to discuss what is inv olved. 
 

Diane Lewis 

mailto:hploversmornpen@gmail.com
mailto:hoodedplover@birdlife.org
mailto:hploversmornpen@gmail.com
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This summer, I was lucky enough to receiv e a position with Parks 

Victoria as a summer ranger, in a role specifically geared at the 
Hooded P lover conserv ation program. The summer started as a 

steep learning curv e – I remember the first time I was out on the 

beach looking for Hoodies. It took me a long time to spot them, and 

it was only w ith the help of others that I did see them. I felt like I 

was perhaps not as sharp sighted or able as others, and that I 

would struggle all summer, looking in vain for the elusive little black 

heads. Howev er, my fears were soon abated. O nce I knew the loca-

tions of nest sites and was familiar w ith their hurried little run, 
Hoodies were suddenly  popping up every  time I looked for them! 
 

F rom then on, almost every  day  of my working week was spent on 

the beach w ith Hoodies. The long hours looking after them meant I 

got to see it all. I saw the Gunnamatta pair 4 chicks hatch as I 

walked past! O ne was partly still in the egg when I looked in on 

them. I w itnessed heart warming moments when our ranger Darren 
would hurry  over to people, urgently waving his arms at them to 

stop walking because he has just seen the tiny chick duck into the 

sand, and was worried the passers-by  would unknow ingly stumble 

on it. I was heart-broken when one of the two chicks at Moana 

Court east perished, because they both grew big and fluffy  and held 

out for so long. Later in the summer, I was so glad when the re-

maining Moana chick fledged. I got to see 8 out of 9 of them 
fledge! 
 

Over time, I observ ed a wonderful phenomenon. I realised that all 

the little Hoodie families are different in their own way. Gunnamatta 
pair 3, w ith 3 fluffy  chicks were happily  feeding in my v iew as long 

as I was safely  distanced from them, while Gunna pair 4 w ith 2 

chicks, only  a couple of hundred metres down the beach, were a lot 

more shy. They  were more prone to hide their chicks, and would 

send them off into the grass to hide as soon as I was in view. Be-

fore I realised this, on a couple of occasions I walked off the beach 

unsure if they  had actually perished! Gunna pair 4 and Moana Court 

east used chick shelters the most. On a particularly  sunny or w indy 
day , little fluffy shapes would be safely crouching inside. In no time, 

the Hoodies got under my skin and I was greeting them every  

morning! 
 

At times, I would come across people on the beaches that were 

indifferent, or even against the Hoodie program. Their attitude 

would make me feel sad and discouraged. But the thing that struck 
me more than the indifference of some, was the utter resilience of 

these tiny  little creatures who hav e so many  things stacked up 

against them. I felt like if the Hoodies can keep try ing in the face of 

so many challenges, so can I. So I continued to educate every body 

who would listen about their plight and impacts on the ability of 

Hoodies to feed and surv ive. Seeing so many fledge at the end of 

the season made it all worthwhile. 
 

Tamara Vekich, Parks Vic summer ranger 

SUMMER WITH THE HOODIES 
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A major bird conservation group says the hooded plover is nearing extinction and must be 

declared a nationally  threatened species in eastern A ustralian nesting areas, including Morn-
ington Peninsula National Park. 
 

BirdLife A ustralia's beach-nesting birds project manager Grainne Maguire said just 550 of the 

distinctiv e shore birds remained in the state, with a mere 70 of those on the Mornington 

Peninsula.  "With numbers falling and pressure grow ing in some of the plov ers' most impor-

tant habitats, the hooded plov er greatly  needs national recognition of its threatened status," 

Dr Maguire said. 
 

BirdLife A ustralia recently  submitted a report to a federal government committee calling for 

the eastern population to be listed as nationally  threatened under the Env ironment Protec-

tion and Biodiversity C onserv ation Act. The report, based on years of research, w ill be scien-

tifically  evaluated, a project expected to take some time. 
 

Dr Maguire said hooded plov ers were especially  vulnerable to walkers and their dogs as they  

nested on beaches and sand dunes just above the high-tide mark. BirdLife estimated less 
than one in 10 eggs in the Mornington Peninsula National Park, for example, produced a 

chick of fly ing age.  
 

A Parks V ictoria review  into dog management in the park, inv olving options ranging from 

banning dogs from the park to allow ing them in certain sections, is expected to be released 

soon. Dr Maguire said banning dogs from the park was essential to halting the decline of the 

species. "Restricted dog access is clearly  not working in the national park and we can't af-
ford to wait any  longer if we to w ish to protect a species on the brink [of extinction].  
 

If the species was declared nationally  threatened "it means their conservation would have to 

be taken a lot more seriously." 
 

Sandra Bull, Peninsula Weekly, April 17, 2013 

Tamara helping Grainne Maguire band  

Hooded P lovers at Rye  

EXTINCTION FEARS FOR PLOVERS ON MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
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BELLARINE HOODIE NEWS 

BREAMLEA/BANCOORA 
 

Breaking the drought 
 

At last we can celebrate in the Breamlea/Bancoora area after a very 'dry' last season. The old pair 
at Black Rock successfully raised two chicks to fledging in January 2013 and one of the chicks has 
so far been banded - 'JN '- along with one of the parent birds - 'BK'.  
 

As Geoff Gates said at the time "Finally a success story for this region, these are the only chicks 
to fledge from the Bellarine-Surfcoast region this season. And as far as I know only the 4th & 5th 
chicks to fledge in Victoria this season". 
 

This crafty pair of Hoodies had success in the 2010-11 season with two fledglings (LM & HD) and 
we still see LM along the beach at Bancoora, possibly looking for a mate. The whereabouts of HD 

is unknown. 

Days of our lives 
 

Our soap opera stars, PC and AY (both banded at Thirteenth Beach) have again been embroiled 
in controversy. During 2011-12 they terrorised our pairs along the Bellarine as they searched for 
territory. So notorious were they that they were dubbed 'hoodlums', 'bodgies' and 'Bonnie and 
Clyde'. 
 

This season began w ith them trumping all their previous exploits by usurping the most experi-
enced pair from Bancoora 44-46W, KE and unbanded mate. Sadly, this old couple did not seem to 
see it coming. They appeared in retirement mode for several months and let PC and AY get under 
their guard and steal their patch. Unfortunately, the new pair's first nest failed, but being young 

and adventurous they decided to try somewhere else and claimed a spot on the dune face at 
Bancoora beach, 400 metres east of 44W. The old pair quickly moved back into their territory but 
still seemed to be in no hurry to breed again. They've been regularly seen resting at Bancoora 
Rocks w ith other hoodies, including EJ from Hutt Gully (has this bird divorced its mate, MR, or is it 

just 'playing the field'?) 
 

All was going well for AY and PC, with two eggs in the scrape, when other hoodies started to visit. 
At first it seemed like 'party central', with the Gen Y of the Hoodie world congregating at the tem-
porary fence. Someone tweeted and the 'gang of four' became the 'gang of seven', including LM 

from Black Rock, BL (a newly banded floater), EH from Point Roadknight, PT from the Bass Coast 
and several unbanded floaters, all often observed in an agitated state. The hatch day came and 
went with many other disruptions including fisherfolk casting their rods right in front of the fence, 

and two firestick lanterns placed by persons unknown right on the fenceline. These had obviously 
been alight all night and had burned through the fence rope. The pair then weathered a huge 
storm. To add to the problems, the eggs were found outside the scrape on two occasions and put 
back by volunteers. Still the birds incubated, even after 37 days, with the eggs ending up at a 

depression on the beach about one metre below the original scrape.  Either their inexperience or 
regular disturbance (or both) might be to blame for continued incubation. Geoff and Julie ulti-
mately removed the eggs from the scrape. Prior to this, Geoff noted poor PC standing over the 
scrape in the scorching heat for 10 minutes. It was time to give them 'closure' so they can get on 

with their lives. Despite this failure, we have high hopes for these plucky little champions in the 
future.  
 

This Estuary Life 
 

Our old 50W to Point Impossible unbanded pair, who over the past couple of seasons seemed to 
be treating Thompsons Creek Estuary as a retirement village, have got their mojo back. Unfortu-

nately their one and only nest for the season failed, probably due to ravens or a fox. Heavy traffic 
across the estuary and high tides also contributed to making this pair’s favourite nesting site on 
the point unviable. 
 

The 'Nudists' PC and JM on the Surf Coast side of Point Impossible had one egg in their usual 
scrape early in the season but sadly this nest failed. F ive ravens poking around in the dune about 

30 metres from the nest might have been the culprits. In early February, Geoff observed a stag-
gering 50+ ravens perched, squabbling & flying about near the usual nest site and seven magpies 
on the beach. This beach is also very popular with dog walkers and sunbakers. Given all these 
circumstances, he cannot see this pair successfully breeding unless they move to a new location 

along the beach next season. 
 

Julie Riley and Jennie Turner, F riends of the Hooded P lover Breamlea 

PC & AY 
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KM ENTANGLEMENT 

On F riday afternoon, 8 February , I noticed KM in a bad way 

at Pt Roadknight, hopping on one foot and he had trouble 
keeping up with the other 6 hoodies foraging on the rock 

shelf.  I watched him for 15 minutes try ing to get images to 

ascertain what was w rong. I could not see any thing but 

when I downloaded the images I was alarmed and con-

tacted Grainne.  
 

Both Grainne and I were of the opinion that something tight 
was around the ankle constricting it. ...A plan was put in 

place... 
 

Grainne’s trap was in for repairs and Kasun came to the 

rescue and glued a new  trap on F riday evening. Margaret 

MacDonald prov ided Grainne w ith contact details for Airey s 

Inlet Vet, Liz Brown.  Early  on Saturday  morning Phil 
(Grainne’s husband) drove across Melbourne to collect the 

trap from Kasun. Grainne texted me that she (w ith family in 

tow) was on the way and provided phone numbers for local 

vets.  Whilst Grainne was driving down I contacted all the 

vets and Liz Brown came up trumps say ing she would be 

honoured to meet us on the beach if we caught the bird. 
 

After a few  attempts (including moving the trap), w ithin 

30 minutes Grainne had skilfully  separated KM from the 

rest of the flock and whilst the flock went around the trap 

KM was snared. Liz Brown was called and I met her in 

the carpark 20 minutes later to guide her to where 

Grainne waited with the bird. Liz remov ed the offending 
fibre, applied antiseptic ointment to the wound and    

administered an antibiotic injection (refer attached im-

ages).  Grainne and I then removed the metal band from 

the injured and swollen leg and put a new band on the 

healthy  leg. 
 

With an indignant squawk KM was released and flew  straight 
back to the flock. Watching through binoculars I was glad to 

see that although KM was limping he was using the leg. A 

big thank you to all who helped.  
 

There is no doubt in my mind that KM would have lost his 

foot and in all probability  died. We’ve given KM a good 

chance at surv ival and hopefully he w ill pull through, any 

volunteers v isiting Pt Roadknight over the next few  day s 
keep an eye out for KM and report how he is going. 
 

Geoff Gates 
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My w ife and I had four great days on King Island from 19 to 22 February 2013. Grainne 

Maguire asked for a report of the location of any Hooded P lover nests or chicks.  
 

No beer bottle nests here as we barely  saw  a sole. Apart from an occasional car or quad 

bike the greatest threat to shorebirds here are Murray  Greys. There is a bit of kelp collection 

by  truck from the beaches. 
 

A total of 12 adults and 5 fledged juv eniles were seen. Below is a summary  of what I sent to 

Grainne: 
 

1.  Martha Lavinia Road access (northeast KI)  

  -  walked 2.5km south, single adult untagged 1km south access 

  -  severe wash away- for as far as could see. 
 

2.  Sea Elephant Road access (northeast KI)  

  -  walked 2.5km north toward estuary  entrance 
  -  single adult untagged and fledged juvenile 800m north access 

  -  may not be parent and chick. 
 

3.  Grassy Harbour (southeast KI)  

  -  walked 1.5km south 

  -  pair of unbanded adults at northern access. Not likely on territory, only seen 1/3 times.  

4.  Surprise Bay (southwest KI)  

  -  walked 1.2 km north from south access- 2 separate bays, 9 birds total. 
   4.1  single unbanded adult south end. Territorial 

   4.2  northern end about 800m 

      -  2 x unbanded adults and 3 x fledged chicks. Seen flying 

    4.3  next small bay  north 

       -  single fledged juvenile on southern edge beach 

       -  2 x unbanded adults 500m north end of beach. No sign they were related.  
 

5.  Yellow Rock South access (northwest KI)  

  -  walked 2km north and 1 km south- is a 10km beach 

  -  2 x untagged birds on territory  about 1 km north 

  -  single untagged adult 1 km south. 
 

I’ve included a photo of the w ild turkey s for which I feel a little responsible. My father sup-

plied them to the local pub owner in the early 1960’s. The pub burnt down in 1964 and he 

subsequently  released them. Because there are no foxes on the island they have spread in 

large numbers (as have a number of other ground dwellers). 
 

Mark Lethlean 

KING ISLAND HOODED PLOVERS 
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REPORTING BANDED OYSTERCATCHERS 
 

Report sightings of banded Sooty and P ied Oystercatchers 

to David Trudgen at trudgen@iinet.net.au  

SOOTY & PIED OYSTERCATCHERS 

Sooty Oystercatcher family in Point Nepean 
National Park 
 

Whilst surv eying for Hooded P lovers during the 2010/2011 breeding sea-

son I came across a family  of Sooty Oystercatchers w ith flying depend-

ant y oung in the restricted area of Point Nepean National Park. They are 
hard to get close to but I managed a few  half decent photos. They were 

chiselling off molluscs and feeding them to the young on the fantastic 

rock platforms in there. You can see the pale orange bill and ey e ring, 

shorter bill and pale legs of the young birds.  

Also saw  two pairs of Kelp Gulls with nests on rock islets at Point Ne-

pean. These are the first records (along w ith my 2009 observ ation of 

them there) of Kelp Gulls nesting on “mainland” Victoria - they nest at 

Phillip Island and are a potential expanding species that could impact a 
lot of other native birds. 
 

Glenn Ehmke 

Banded Sooty & Pied Oystercatchers  
 

I photographed a Sooty Oystercatcher with 6 tags and a P ied Oystercatcher w ith 2 tags on the beach     

between Shoreham and F linders on 26 January  2013. 
 

Yvonne Incigneri 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pied & Sooty Oystercatchers at St Andrews Beach 
 

As well as photographing Sooty  Oystercatchers I photographed a tagged P ied Oystercatcher at St A ndrews 

last y ear - C6 right tarsus, metal left tarsus.  
 

Mark Lethlean 
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Species Protection Award to "Friends of the 
Hooded Plover" on Mornington Peninsula 
 

At the Victorian Coastal Awards of Excellence' night on Thursday 13 

March 2003, the F riends of the Hooded P lover, Mornington Peninsula, 

won the Species Protection Award. 
 

This group of volunteers has been going for 12 years and in that time 
has been instrumental in creating awareness w ithin Parks V ictoria to 

better manage the ocean beaches in the interests of the threatened 

Hooded P lover. In that time the population of Hooded P lovers has 

grown from around 30-35 to around 50 birds on our southern beaches. 

Some birds have migrated out of the area to other beaches, while 

some have migrated in. 
 

When the Group first started on the 27 March 1991 (there are still 

some who have been in it since the beginning) fortnightly  surv eys of 

birds, nest monitoring, beach wardens etc. throughout the year in all 

weathers, were normal. Monthly is now the norm as Parks V ictoria has 

assumed a more detailed management roll. 
 

Much still needs to be done as the pressures of people, dogs and foxes 
etc. w ill not lessen, but it's just fantastic that the effort, enthusiasm 

and, at times utter despair of the Group has been recognised in this 

way . 
 

The attached photograph shows Bette Mitchell receiv ing the beautiful 

picture of the States Marine Emblem, Weedy Sea-dragon, from the 

Minister, Mr John Thwaites. 
 

The Bird Observer , August 2003 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Left to right: Malcolm 
Brown, Val Ford 

(Secretary, BOCA's 
PENBOC Branch), 
Bette Mitchell,  
Conservation Minister 

John Thwaites, 
Walter Mitchell,  
Victor Teoh (Hooded 
P lover Ranger, Parks 

Victoria), Mark Stone 
(CEO, Parks Victoria). 

Fencing as a technique for managing disturbance on 
beaches for the Hooded Plover Thinornis rubricollis  

 

A new BOCA (ABEF sponsored project 

Disturbance is thought to be major threat to 
Hooded Plovers Thinornis rubricollis on eastern 
Australian beaches. 
 

One way  of managing the effects of disturbance on 

beaches is to exclude the disturbing agents from 

critical and sensitiv e parts of the habitat by fencing. 
This approach has been highly successful for beach-

nesting species that breed colonially, such as the 

Little Tern Sterna albifrons. 
 

The Point Lonsdale area in V ictoria is a popular rec-

reational area, and therefore represents a highly  

disturbed habitat for Hooded P lovers. BELLBOCA 
has fenced an area of Hooded P lov er breeding habi-

tat at Point Lonsdale. The consequences of fencing 

this area are unknown, but require investigation 

because fencing may prov e to be a practical solution 

to the problem of disturbance to beach-nesting birds 

generally . 
 

I w ill also examine the disturbance of other pairs of 

Hooded P lovers in highly  disturbed areas w ithout 

fenced areas nearby. These pairs will also be exam-

ined under conditions of relatively high and low dis-

turbance. A  comparison between the disturbance 

and habitat use of these pairs, and the pair of 

Hooded P lovers near a fenced area, w ill reveal the 
effectiv eness w ith which fencing reduces distur-

bance. 
 

The results of this research w ill be used to produce 

a report on the merits of fencing Hooded P lover 

habitat as management of highly  disturbed beaches. 

This report w ill make recommendations regarding 
the fencing technique and how  it might be used in 

other areas of the A ustralian coastline, and its rele-

vance for other species of beach-nesting birds. 
 

The BOCA's Australian Bird Environment Foundation 

is sponsoring this research. 
 

Colour-banded Hooded Plovers 
 

As part of a broader research program on Hooded 

P lovers, a number of V ictorian birds have been 

caught and fitted with colour bands. 
 

The colours used are: red, orange, light green, dark 

blue, black, white, mauve and yellow . 
 

All bands are on the tarsus. Each bird is fitted w ith a 

standard, indiv idually numbered metal band. A bov e 

this band is a single colour band, known as the 

master colour. On the other leg are two colour 
bands (they  can be the same or different colours). 

Record the order from top to bottom; whether the 

bands are on the right or left leg, is very  important. 

Besides the colour-band pattern, other information 

required 

includes the time, date, exact location, and the 

number of Hoodies accompanying the banded bird 
and whether they are banded. 

 

Any  volunteers wishing to be involved in research 

on Hooded P lovers, or w ith past records of this spe-

cies, are encouraged to contact me, Michael Wes-

ton, at the Department of Zoology, University  of 

Melbourne, Parkville, 3052. 
 

BOCA members are urged to report any sightings  

of colour-banded birds direct to Michael Weston 

The Bird Observer , December 1995 
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