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FRIENDS 
 OF THE 
 HOODED 
 PLOVER 

NEWS 
 

Issue Number 14 
 

Season 2013-2014 is upon us. Hooded Plovers are starting to pair up once 
again and to our delight the pair at Pt King Road beach has returned.  Keep 
your eyes peeled for the first nest of the season. Where will it be? 
 

While the birds have been flocking over the winter months FoHP has been 
busy supervising grants, organising school visits and investigating what 
needs to be done to adopt the new model rules. 
 
Beach Nesting Birds program 
 

The BirdLife workshop held in June at 
Queenscliff was a huge success. It went 
over two days with interesting workshops, 
then we were all entertained by Grainne at 
the dinner on Friday night. A silent auction 
was successful in raising some funds to keep 
the BNB program continuing for a little bit 
longer. I met volunteers from all over Victo-
ria, New South Wales and South Australia. 
Grainne and the BNB team had put together 
amazing days of informative lectures, inter-
esting workshops. Some areas covered were 
recent research findings to how beaches are 
in constant change. Grainne, Meg and 
Renee went non-stop for two days. 
 

So it came with total dismay when we were 
informed that the Federal Government had 
ceased all funding for the Beach Nesting 
Project run as part of BirdLife Australia.   
 

We are at present trying to help find some corporate sponsorship to at least 
give the BNB time to hand over the project to volunteers. After 7 years of 
research and on ground efforts, with over 1000 enthusiastic volunteers 
across the southern coast of Australia, it is difficult to understand why a deci-
sion to halt the program has been made. Unfortunately BirdLife do not ap-
pear to want to support the BNB program while alternative funding is 

sourced. Grainne’s program needs substantial funding to continue, if anyone 
knows where to go for private funding please let us know urgently. 
 
Dogs on Beaches 
 

At the same time Parks Victoria released the long awaited ‘Dog Walking Re-
view’ in Mornington Peninsula National Park.  
FoHP and Birdlife Australia’s submissions favoured a total ban on dogs in the 
National Park. So it was with great disappointment we were notified of the 
new regulations to be implemented on 1 September 2013.  
 

Even though 52% of submissions preferred a total ban or more restrictions 
and only 44% preferred no change or fewer restrictions. Only 7 km of beach 
(of a approximately 60+ km of surf beach coast) has been allocated as ‘No 
Dog’ and much of that is already beach with restricted access by dogs during 
November to April. Unfortunately this means some of our beaches will now 
be put under more pressure from beach goers and dogs. Monitoring compli-
ance will need to be increased by Parks Vic, which will be difficult in the cur-
rent climate of restructuring. 
 

Such a small allocation of land is difficult to understand when 78.9% of dogs 
walked in the park are observed off-leash (BirdLife Australia) and only 2.9% 
of dog owners sadly observe park signs generally. 
 

The Parks Victoria web site states: 
‘The park is one of the most important parks in Victoria for breeding of the 
threatened Hooded Plover, which is in decline throughout south east Austra-
lia, but the park has a consistently low comparable level of breeding success. 
Monitoring of Hooded Plover breeding and compliance with dog regulations 
over many years has shown that breeding success is significantly higher in 
areas with no dogs and there are fewer issues with compliance with the dog 
walking regulations where dogs are banned.’ 
 

At the same time Parks Victoria also announced 
‘A review of dog walking will be undertaken over the next two years and fur-
ther restrictions will be considered if there are concerns with dog walkers not 
observing the restrictions or if dogs continue to impact on park values and 
other visitor experiences.’ 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Diane & Louise at Queenscliff. 

Photo by Rob Lewis 
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FRIENDS OF THE HOODED PLOVER (MORNINGTON PENINSULA) INC 
Incorporation number:  A0054904 

COMMITTEE  

President:  Diane Lewis     Vice President: Sandy Brewer    Secretary: John Rawlins    
Treasurer:  Martin Drerup  General members: Glenn Ehmke, Lois Greene, Chris Willocks 
 

CONTACTING FoHP 

0419 320 205 or 5974 3339, PO Box 36 Rye 3941, hploversmornpen@gmail.com     

NEWSLETTER  

Contributions: Thank you for all the great articles, notes & photos. Please keep shar-
ing your Hooded Plover experiences, frustrations & successes. 
 

Send to:   Val Ford, 5984 0039, at fordandreid@gmail.com or PO Box 36 Rye 3941 
 

Deadline for next newsletter:  Friday 25 October 2013 

NOTICE BOARD 

BELLARINE HOODIE NEWS 
 

A senior moment 
 

Thanks for publishing our Breamlea/Bancoora article in the April 
newsletter. On reading it again, I noticed a little mistake we 
made which Julie and I didn't pick up - our 'Nudists' pair are PA 
& JM and we've shown them as PC & JM. Just thought I'd men-
tion as some eagle eye will probably spot our boo boo!!! 
 

Thanks for offering a correction in the next newsletter. I wrote 
that bit weeks ago and it's amazing how you can look at the 
same thing over and over again and not pick up mistakes.  It 
reads as if PC has been playing the field. Now that bird can't 
afford any more notoriety!! And as I said to Julie, the mistake 
was with PA (of movie poster fame) of all hoodies!!  
 

Jennie Turner 

 

So let’s give PV the feedback they need: 
Each time you are on the beach and see a dog off-leash 
please take the time to ring or email FoHP (we will send it 
on). 
 
Report dogs off-leash to 131963 
 

   1.   location 
   2.   date 
   3.   time 
   4.   number of dogs 

 
New Signage and Grants 
 

I hope some of you have seen some of the new signage at 

the Searoad Terminals and on the foreshore at Sorrento. 
Signs are still to go up at the entrances at the surf beaches 
where Hooded Plovers nest. 
 

I think the new logo, “Surf beaches are Hooded Plover 
Country”, looks fabulous.  It will be seen on the Mornington 
and Bellarine Peninsulas. 
 

New fencing is now being installed at Gunida and Alison 
Ave. This will provide Hooded Plover habitat protection and 
dune stabilisation at both beaches. 
 
FoHP management 
 

A big welcome to Martin Drerup for taking on the Treasurers 
role at such short notice.  
 

The next AGM is in the planning, notice will be sent out as 
soon as a date is fixed. Unfortunately John Rawlins will not 
be able to continue as Secretary - luckily he will stay on the 
committee, as his experience would be  greatly missed. So I 
ask all members to think about the position and if you have 
the time and energy please contact me regarding nomina-
tion. For the group to continue all positions must be filled. 
 

A big thank you to Neil, Mark and Val for taking new mem-
bers out onto our beaches showing them where our hoodies 
like to be. 
 

Hoping to catch up on the beach. 
 

Diane Lewis 

EASTERN OSPREY ALONG THE COAST 
 

On 9 June 2013 I observed a sub adult Eastern Osprey flying 
west at Montforts Beach Blairgowrie then perched on rocks 
near Spray Point. 
 

On 19 June I watched an Eastern Osprey flying west at The 
Bay of Islands being harassed by a Kelp Gull, both then 
perched separately at Diamond Bay. 
 

On 20 June I had a sighting of an Eastern Osprey flying north 
near Franklin Road Portsea. 
 

Donna Magree 
 

EASTERN OSPREY SIGHTINGS 
 

Whilst on the beach look out for Eastern Ospreys.  Report your sightings, include where, how many and any other 
interesting information, to Val Ford at fordandreid@gmail.com  

Eastern Osprey at Bay of Islands. Photo by Donna Magree 

mailto:hploversmornpen@gmail.com
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Parks Victoria is pleased to announce the outcomes of the Dog 

Walking Review for the Mornington Peninsula National Park 
which was subject to a ‘Have Your Say’ community consultation 
process in October and November 2012. 
 

Parks Victoria received almost 700 submissions and five petitions 
in response to the public consultation. The submissions were 

analysed by an independent consultant for Parks Victoria and a 
copy of a summary and full report is available on 
www.parkweb.vic.gov.au. The analysis demonstrated there is 

community support for a ban on dogs in the park as well as a 
community desire for continued dog walking. 52% of submis-

sions preferred a total ban or more restrictions and 44% pre-
ferred no change or fewer restrictions. 
 

Based on the independent analysis of the submissions, a year 

round ban on dogs in additional areas of the Park will be intro-
duced on 1 September 2013 to enhance protection of fauna 
values and reduce the impacts of dogs on other visitor experi-

ences. In determining the future management of dogs in the 

Park, Parks Victoria acknowledged there is both significant com-

munity support for additional restrictions, including the option 
for a total ban on dogs, as well as a strong desire by many local 
residents for continued dog walking opportunities. 
 

In balancing the need to improve conservation outcomes and 
provide for the recreational desires of residential communities 

abutting the Park, year round bans on dogs will apply in addi-
tional park areas including Gunnamatta Ocean Beach, sections of 
the St Andrews and Rye Ocean Beaches, sections of Portsea Surf 

Beach including the Sphinx Rock area, and sections of the Flin-
ders to Cape Schanck coastline. The majority of the areas where 

the ban will apply are adjacent to rural areas or areas with low 
levels of residential development and minimal direct beach ac-
cess. 
 

The areas where dogs will be prohibited are key Hooded Plover 
breeding areas and/or habitat areas for small mammal species 
such as the threatened White-footed Dunnart and the Long-

nosed Bandicoot. The dog ban areas will benefit many of the 

Park’s threatened fauna species, including the ability to under-

take intensive pest animal control, and enable visitors to enjoy 
more areas of the Park without the presence of dogs.  
 

The new regulations will become effective from 1 September 
2013 and dogs on leash can then only be walked in designated 
areas as shown on the attached map from sunrise to 9.00 am. 

Detailed maps showing where dogs can continue to be walked 
can be viewed or downloaded on Parks Victoria’s web site.  
 

Parks Victoria has also determined to undertake a further review 

on dog walking in the Park in 2015, to assess the effectiveness 
of these new restrictions in achieving improved conservation 

outcomes, as well as the level of community compliance with the 
regulations. This review may result in further restrictions on 
dogs in the Park. 
 

For enquiries please contact Parks Victoria on 13 1963.  
 

Parks Victoria, 4 June 2013 

REVIEW OF DOG WALKING – MORNINGTON PENINSULA NATIONAL PARK 

http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au
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TOTAL BAN ON DOGS AT MORNINGTON PARK 

Lawless dog owners have spoilt it for the broader canine com-

munity, with sections of the Mornington Peninsula National Park 
- including several popular summertime beaches - now subject 
to a total ban on dogs. 
 

Previously, dogs on leashes were allowed in the park from sun-
rise to 9am, but Parks Victoria's rangers found the restrictions 

were routinely ignored, with dogs found off their leashes at all 
hours, endangering species-protection projects. 
 

When policing and $211 fines failed to remedy the situation, an 

extensive public consultation process ensued. 
 

''We got passionate responses from conservationists and dog 

walkers,'' Parks Victoria district manager Libby Jude said. 
 

''The majority of people who walk their dogs have a genuine 
interest in national parks. There is a small percentage at the 

pointy end that can be difficult to deal with.'' 
 

Ms Jude said several groups of passionate dog owners submit-

ted petitions and lobbied through the review process. ''What 

they have done is form groups I can work with in the future … 
to manage appropriate behaviour.'' 
 

The results of the review showed a wildly polarised dog commu-
nity: one in four owners wanted fewer restrictions - that is, to 
let their dogs run free - while nearly one in five wanted a total 

ban on dogs in the national park. Nearly half (45 per cent) 
wanted the restrictions to remain unchanged. 
 

Eight out of 10 non-dog owners wanted a total ban. 
 

The new rules mean dogs will have limited access to 14 kilome-
tres of the national park's coastline, mainly around built-up ar-

eas. 
 

The new restrictions will protect key threatened species habitat 
areas from threats posed by dogs. The park's hooded plover 

breeding population is one of the highest in Victoria but has a 
consistently low comparable breeding success to other parts of 

the state. 

Despite a monitoring program during breeding season, hooded 

plovers - which nest in a scrape on the ground and whose 
chicks must feed themselves from birth - suffer high rates of 
nest failure, much of it attributed to dogs off the leash. 
 

Observers have previously told Fairfax Media that some dog 
owners have refused to put their dogs back on leads when con-

fronted. The observers also claimed to have been threatened, 
abused and, in a couple of cases, physically assaulted. 
 

The hooded plover is a threatened species and monitoring of 

breeding outcomes in the park over many years has shown that 
where dogs are banned, breeding success is significantly im-

proved. 
 

The new restrictions will come into force on September 1. 
 

The community consultation report is available at 

www.parks.vic.gov.au 
 

John Elder, The Age, June 23, 2013  

Because Hooded Plovers live on some of our most popular 
ocean beaches, many beach-goers assume that the tiny 
birds can cope with the presence of crowds of people on the 
beach. Wrong! Hooded Plovers are especially sensitive to 
disturbance from even just a few people, and particularly 
from unleashed dogs. This is a problem in many areas, but 
nowhere is it worse than in Mornington Peninsula National 
Park because the region attracts so many visitors. BirdLife 
Australia has been advocating for a ban on dog access to 
the Park’s beaches as the only way to protect the local 
population of Hooded Plovers.  
 

With an extensive network of over 1000 volunteers and sup-
porters monitoring beaches all along Victoria’s coastline, 
BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds Program is well 
placed to understand the birds’ plight. Some of the volun-
teers have been horrified to see Hooded Plover eggs 
crushed and chicks taken by unleashed dogs on the beach. 
 

Despite this, the National Park’s custodian, Parks Victoria, 
has made only meagre changes to the dog restrictions on 
the Park’s beaches in a decision announced today. Only tiny 

sections of the beach will be protected, leaving long 
stretches of coastline open to access for dogs.  
 

“This is a devastating decision for the Hooded Plovers,” said 
Dr Grainne Maguire, Manager of the Beach-nesting Birds 
Project. “These beaches are under such enormous human 
pressure and we need to address the severe threat that dog 
disturbance is posing to the birds on the Mornington Penin-
sula.” 
 

While breeding success of the plovers has increased in other 
parts of the state, on the Mornington Peninsula it has de-
clined alarmingly in recent years, due almost exclusively to 
high levels of disturbance from people walking their 
unleashed dogs. The plovers’ breeding results on the Morn-
ington Peninsula are the state’s poorest. 
 

“Without better controls over dog access to the beaches, 
particularly during the Hooded Plovers’ breeding season, the 
problem is likely to continue,” added Dr Maguire. “As they 
stand, the leashing regulations do not work. Only with a 
total ban in the breeding months and appropriate enforce-
ment can we be sure that the birds will be safe to breed.” 

 

“Despite Parks Victoria’s decision, the Mornington Peninsula 
will continue to attract Hooded Plovers form elsewhere in 
Victoria, but they will be doomed to further breeding fail-
ure,” Dr Maguire continued. “Our data shows that unless we 
reduce threats in this region, the birds are facing extinction 
in the next 25 years.”  
 

“This is a tragic situation, especially considering the Penin-
sula has some of Victoria’s best and important habitat for 
Hooded Plovers.” 
 

With so much of the beach left open to free-ranging dogs, 
Dr Maguire said that it essential that the State Government 
commit additional funds towards full-time enforcement offi-
cers during the Hooded Plover breeding season. 
 

“This is the minimum required to ensure that dogs are kept 
on leads and away from breeding birds.” 
 

Grainne Maguire, BirdLife Australia Press Release, 4 June 
2013 

DOGS AND PLOVERS DON’T MIX  

http://www.parks.vic.gov.au
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Writer and performer John Clarke warns that birds such as the Hooded Plover are at risk if 
the beach-nesting bird conservation program runs out of funds. 
 

The Hooded Plover raises its family on busy beaches next to sunbathers, fishermen and dog-
walkers and need all the help they can get. 
 

“I've spoken to the Hooded Plovers who nest on the beach near us,” Clarke says. 
 

“They're very good about it and they never complain. They say they've got their food and 
habitat organised, but it's pretty clear they can't fund their own survival. 
 

“This is where we come in.” 
 

BirdLife Australia is urgently fundraising to keep its highly successful beach-nesting birds 
program going. 
 

The program trains volunteers to monitor birds and erect signs, fences and nest shelters — 
and it’s working. The chance of successfully raising Hoodie chicks has improved from two 
per cent to 55 per cent. 
 

“You can see the results by walking along the beach,” adds Clarke, who is an avid bird-
watcher and conservationist. 
 

“In my own community, Hoodies are returning to beaches where they have been locally 
extinct for over 10 years.” 
 

Learn how to donate and protect vulnerable beach-nesting birds from disturbance by peo-
ple, their dogs, horses and vehicles at http://www.savethebirds.org.au/  
 

BirdLife Australia media release 11 June 2013 

BEACH BIRD LIFESAVERS CALL FOR HELP 

I walked Gunnamatta this afternoon, 17 July.  See portal for detail; birds on territory 4 and 5 
plus a couple of extras. 
 

The foredune traffic was atrocious and the footprint traffic is enormous. Five surfers and one 
walker walked the length of the beach over the foredunes and I was only on the beach for a 
couple of hours.  
 

People are finding the beach too undulating and soft. I think it would be great if we had a 
‘Keep off Dune’ sign in an appropriate position.  
 

Mark Lethlean 

FOREDUNE TRAMPLING AT GUNNAMATTA 

http://www.savethebirds.org.au/
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We set out (with BirdLife Australia) to capture day trippers 
and tourists as another specific target for Hooded Plover 
education. BirdLife Australia gave us a Medium Scale Beach-
nesting Bird Grant of $8,500.00 in support. 
 

This project was spurred by our deep concern that another 2 
million visitors a year (compliments of the Eastlink/
PeninsulaLink freeway system on our side and the much 
improved beach access to the Bellarine Peninsula and Ferry 
interconnection) might be the tipping point for Hooded 
Plover extinction. 
 

We initially targeted signage on the freeways but met with 
Bureaucratic indifference. We had a much better response 
from local councils and SeaRoad Ferries. 
 

We thought a Statewide logo would be worthwhile, so that 
all interested Hooded Plover groups had a consistent and 
identifiable message. With terrific assistance from Amy 
Butcher (graphic designer and Hooded Plover lover) and 
BirdLife Australia, we arrived at a Masthead Logo. 
 

 “SURF BEACHES ARE HOODED PLOVER COUNTRY” 

This has been well received and hopefully will be adopted 
Statewide by various councils and the various groups under 
Grainne Maguire’s hugely successful programs. 
 

SeaRoad Ferries agreed to allow large signs bearing this 
Masthead Logo on their terminals at Sorrento and 

Queenscliff and assisted us financially, by mounting the 
signs at their expense. 
 

These signs are “back-to-
back” and mounted so one 
side faces assembled cars 
as they wait for ferries, with 
our simple main message, 
whilst the other side is more 
detailed and aimed at foot 
passengers as they disem-
bark.  
SeaRoad Ferries Operations 
Manager, Steve Driese also 
mounted large posters in 
both ferries with more de-
tailed information (using 
more of Amy Butcher’s de-
signs). He agreed this was a 
real opportunity to get our 
message across, during the 41 minute ferry rides.  
Now when you use the SeaRoad Ferries you will see these.  
 

Mornington Peninsula Shire (with enthusiastic support from 
Matt Stahmer) has chipped in with an excellent informative 
pedestal sign on the foreshore at Sorrento (and they paid 
for it too). It’s placed as you leave the ferry terminal area 
and head for the rotunda (on your way to head up the hill to 
Sorrento); its just past the “Sorrento Village” sign.  

 

The Borough of Queenscliff (Garry Purton) has agreed to 
install a similar pedestal sign when they re-develop the ter-
minal area at Queenscliff - and indications are they will 
cover the cost too. 
 

We have had great support from Hooded Plover groups and 
the coastal managers on both sides of the Bay. Additional 
signs incorporating the Masthead Logo will go in at many 
surf beaches on each side.  
 

Now when you visit 
surf beaches on the 
Mornington and Bel-
larine Peninsulas, you 
will see these signs. 
They incorporate vital 
advice on how simple 
steps can help the 
Hooded Plovers sur-
vive. 
 

We are all lucky to 
have such good local 
business contribution 
and local government 
support. 
 

Rob Lewis  

NEW MASTHEAD LOGO AND SIGNAGE 
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BEACH-NESTING BIRDS 3RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

This June, my wife and I attended our second Beach-nesting 
Birds Workshop held in Queenscliff. They are a really enjoy-
able and valuable event. Not just in regard to the educa-
tional content but also as a chance to catch up and chat 
with a few like minds. Beach monitoring can often be a 
lonely pastime with most of our contact and discussions 
occurring over the internet. So these events are a great 
chance to put faces to names and to learn a little more 
about our colleagues. 
 

This year’s conference was held over two days. Grainne, 
Meg and Renee had put together a great program. It began 
on the Friday at the Queenscliff Town Hall with 16 x 15 min-
utes lectures given by various guest speakers. We heard an 
overview of the Beach-nesting Program given by Mike Wes-
ton (who actually took a little more than 15 minutes). His 
students from Deakin University also presented their current 
research projects on the Red-capped Plover and the use of 
beaches by domestic dogs in Victoria. We had various volun-
teers and land-care managers reporting on their various 
shorebird recovery programs from the southern NSW coast 
through to Kangaroo Island. 
 

Glenn Ehmke discussed how new-age technology, in terms 
of the online data portal, had been so successful in its inau-
gural year and the plans for its future direction. While Steve 
Johnson discussed the success of their community based 
project “Up nice and close” which simply took scopes out 
onto the beaches and got beach walkers to look at the birds. 

They then evaluated their responses to the experience. I 
learnt about the Coastcare program from Bruce Atkin. 
 

I also learnt that sometimes I may need to think a little 
more outside the square. One of the more interesting lec-
tures for me was given by David Kennedy from Melbourne 
University on the science of beaches and dunes. I see the 
sand and dunes on our back beaches changing all the time. 
I have seen how the main beach at Noosa was gone and 
how the council had initiated elaborate measures for pump-
ing it back. Now I have a little understanding of why. 
 

As interesting as the lectures were, there is a tendency to 
become a little dozy in the afternoon so after 3pm we all 
went on various field trips to get us up and about. Although 
a dull overcast day, our group went for a quick walk to Lake 
Victoria at Point Lonsdale. The highlight being a pair of 
Banded Stilts. Other groups went to the Point Impossible 
dune system, Lake Lorne in Drysdale, the Queenscliff Marine 
Discovery Centre and other areas. 
 

Day 2 was more about focusing on areas of our particular 
interest. I spent a brilliant 3 hours listening to Geoff Gates 
and Glenn Ehmke discussing the technicalities and artistry of 
bird photography. They catered for an audience possessing 
both various equipment and skill sets. Even if you didn’t own 
a camera it was worth just seeing the images they pro-
jected. 
 

Other topics included ‘Conflict on the beaches’ and how to 
manage interactions with the general public. Don’t we all 

need help in that 
area. 
 

Also a shorebird 
identification ses-
sion which I saw 
last year and is 
an excellent 
amendment to 
the ID booklet 
produced by 
BirdLife Australia. 
Neil Shelley has 
been working on 
the Shorebird ID 

App and helped us load it onto our Ipad and IPhone which is 
an excellent tool for using out in the field. Check out http://
www.birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds-2020/educational-
material on how to download this free app- very worthwhile. 
 

There were also workshop sessions on beach-nesting bird 
education activities for primary schools and an art session. 
Lois Greene who ran some fantastic educational stalls at the 
Boneo Market last summer was pretty excited by the human
-sized Hooded Plover cardboard outfit she was able to create 
and take home. Let me suggest that if Lois rings you for 
help this season you better have your ‘distraction displays’ 
or ‘leading behaviour’ down pat. Otherwise you may look a 
little foolish standing around idly as the Giant Hooded Plover 
sweltering in the summer heat. 
 

So as you can see the only real disappointment was not 
being able to go to all the sessions. 
 

I would finally like to thank Grainne, Meg and Renee for a 
great weekend of education and entertainment which must 
have been an organizational nightmare for them. I am in 
awe of what they achieve throughout the year and we can 
only hope that these valuable programs continue to be 
funded. I don’t know about you but I need their direction 
and leadership. 
 

Mark Lethlean, Mornington Peninsula 

Happy conference participants. Photo by Rob Lewis 

About to set off at Lake Victoria. Photo by Mark Lethlean 

http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds-2020/educational-material
http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds-2020/educational-material
http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds-2020/educational-material
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The Beach-nesting Birds Team held its 3rd Annual Beach-
nesting Birds Workshop at Queenscliff (VIC) on 14–15 June. 
It was attended by 150 people, 120 of whom participated at 
the conference on the Friday, and 80 people attended the 
practical workshop sessions conducted on the Saturday at 
the Queenscliff Primary School. 
 

Each year, we’ve aimed to provide a range of new speakers, 
to diversify the topics and to ensure that we are providing 
our volunteers and land managers with new inspiration and 
ideas so that they can keep building on this program and 
adapting it so it continues to achieve great things for the 
birds. 
 

This year we held the event over two days, with a confer-
ence on Day 1 hosting speakers from a range of organiza-
tions, including academics from Deakin and Melbourne Uni-
versities, volunteers, members of the Victorian Wader Stud-
ies Group (VWSG), Shorebird Recovery Officers from NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service and representatives from 
the City of Greater Geelong, as well as a range of students. 
We covered aspects from research into new methods for 
protecting birds, an overview of how the program has pro-
gressed, the importance of the Mornington Peninsula Na-
tional Park for Hooded Plovers and the disappointing result 
of the recent dog access review, coastal geomorphology and 
how weeds can act as seawalls by worsening erosion, in-
sights into Hooded Plovers’ movements and life history as 
revealed by banding — a whole range of topics relevant to 
coasts and threatened species! We made sure that there 
was sufficient time to visit some local beaches before it got 

too dark, and held a dinner in the hall that 
evening so to ensure people got to collabo-
rate with one another. 
 

Day 2 involved practical sessions where par-
ticipants received extra training and advice 
on specific topics. For example, 
‘incorporating conservation into school edu-
cation’ was run by Jenny Cowburn, the prin-
cipal of Queenscliff Primary School, and Meg 
Cullen, BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting 
Birds Education and Conservation Officer; an 
‘awareness through art’ workshop led by 
local sculptor and artist Mark Trinham who 
has created a template for a Hooded Plover 
mask for us to create and use in a campaign 
to highlight the vulnerability of this species; 
wildlife photography led by Geoff Gates and 
Glenn Ehmke; shorebird identification led by 
Dan Weller, of BirdLife Australia’s Shorebirds 
2020 project; and learning how to engage 
beach users and communicate the value of beach-nesting 
birds and changes in behaviour, led by Kevin Collister from 
Totally Proactive, who provided wonderful advice on how to 
get our message across and to develop mutual respect. 
 

Here are some quotes from participants: 
• Volunteer Jill Plowright from Waratah Bay: “It was lovely 
to see the different groups all after one result, the BirdLife 
staff, Parks Rangers, Coast Care organisations, academia 
and of course all us one-eyed volunteers.” 
 

• Volunteers Sue and Ash Read from the Fleurieu Peninsula, 

SA: “We all learn heaps and come away revved up for the 
upcoming breeding season. Just having the opportunity to 
meet with so many other volunteers and discuss problems 
and swap ideas is invaluable on top of the information 
gained from the organised speakers.” 
 

• Volunteer Lai Aw, Melbourne: “Looks like the volunteers 
have taken over the baton for the hoodie course — the 
beach-nesting team ought to be especially proud. You have 
done a great job stimulating public interest so successfully 
that the public has now taken the responsibility for the con-
servation of the hoodies.” 
 

• Project Coordinator of Coasts, Wetlands and Biodiversity, 
Surf Coast and Inland Plains Landcare Network (SCIPN), 
Craig Billows: “As usual these events are great for like-
minded individuals to get together to share their stories and 
ideas, but also a chance to catch up with old friends and 
peers in an otherwise busy life.” 
 

• Volunteers Ross and Janette Brittain, SA: “We learnt heaps 
and greatly enjoyed the varied topics which were presented 
by both the volunteers and the more scientific minds — all 
of whom shared their enthusiasm in their chosen fields.” 
 

BirdLife Australia website, 28 June 2013: Beach-nesting 

Birds 3rd Annual Conference Hooded Plover nesting site display. Photo by Rob Lewis Anne beside the FoHP MP banner. Photo by Rob Lewis 

Overview of the BNB Program by Mike Weston. Photo by Glenn Ehmke 
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The population of Victoria’s Hooded Plovers is declining swiftly and the species should be 
listed as nationally threatened with extinction, according to experts at BirdLife Australia. 
 

“With numbers falling and pressure growing in some of the plovers’ most important habitats, 
the Hooded Plover greatly needs national recognition of its threatened status,” said Dr 
Grainne Maguire, Manager of the Beach-nesting Birds project at BirdLife Australia, Australia’s 
oldest and most respected national bird research and conservation organisation. 
 

The Hooded Plover is a distinctive shorebird which nests on beaches and sand dunes just 
above the high-tide mark, where disturbance by walkers and their dogs is a constant threat. 
 

With just 550 Hooded Plovers remaining in Victoria, BirdLife Australia is nominating the east-
ern population of the species to be listed as ‘Nationally threatened’ under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act). 
 

Surveys undertaken by BirdLife Australia this month showed that numbers have fallen sig-
nificantly, and successful breeding is almost non-existent. For example, in the Mornington 
Peninsula National Park, less than one in 10 eggs survived to become a chick of flying age. 
Disturbance during the breeding season is a key factor. 

The survival of the Hooded Plover hangs in the balance, and much depends on an imminent 
decision of a review of dog management in the species’ stronghold, the Mornington Penin-
sula National Park, which is also a favoured destination for dog walkers. 
 

Dr Maguire said that banning dogs within the Mornington Peninsula National Park is essential 
to halting the decline of the Hooded Plover in Victoria. 
 

“Restricted dog access is clearly not working in the National Park,” said Dr Grainne Maguire, 
“and we can’t afford to wait any longer if we to wish to protect a species on the brink.” 
 

“With over 3 million visitors to the Mornington Peninsula each year, the pressures of human 
visitation are tipping the balance against the Hooded Plover, as they cannot successfully 
breed in environments where they are constantly disturbed,” continued Dr Maguire. 
 

”With national recognition of its threatened status and removal of a key threat at one of its 
most important sites, the Hooded Plover will have a much better chance to recover from the 
imminent threat of extinction 
 

BirdLife Australia media release 2 April 2013 

THE GOOD THE BAD & THE IGNORANT 

We recently undertook a three week birding/
photography trip to the South-West coast between 
Warrnambool & Portland.  We were very pleased to see 
the Hooded Plover signage that’s been erected at even 
the remotest surf beach access points. The number of 
birds with fledged young that we encountered was also 
very encouraging. We’ll be passing on the details of our 
numerous Hooded Plover sightings along with some 
images of banded/flagged individuals to the Hooded 
Plover Project Group.  
 

On a not so pleasing note was our conversation with a 
man on a sulky training his trotters on Yambuk beach. 
The sulky had car wheels fitted. He prefers to work his 
horses in the soft sand above high tide level adjacent to 
the fore dunes as it makes the going harder for the 
horses! He assured us that he always kept an eye out 
for the birds after asking us if they looked anything like 
Spur-winged Plovers! We tactfully informed him that he 
was unintentionally doing the wrong thing. Hopefully he 
took some notice of what we had to say. There were 
two signs at that particular beach. 
 

Keith & Judy Humphreys 

HOODED PLOVER ON THE BRINK 

http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/beach-nesting-birds


 

Newsletter of the Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc. 10 July 2013 


