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FRIENDS 
 OF THE 
 HOODED 
 PLOVER 

NEWS 
 

Issue Number 11 
 

Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) Inc held their second 
AGM on Saturday 24th November.  We commenced the afternoon with lunch 
in Val Ford’s beautiful garden followed by the AGM. 
Luckily we had a perfect day. 
 

I would like to welcome 3 new office bearers, Sandy Brewer, John Rawlins 
and Sandra Watt. 
Your committee for 2012-2013 comprises Diane Lewis - President, Sandy 
Brewer - Vice President, John Rawlins - Secretary, Sandra Watt - Treasurer, 
Malcolm Brown and Glen Ehmke. 
  

Although many nests have been reported we have only had chicks at 
Koonya, Gunnamatta and Pt King Road. The birds are nesting behind some 
of the new fencing. 
 

The Pt King Road chick is the only survivor and is doing very well. It was 
quite a surprise to find while doing the biennial count.  Local residents have 
taken an active interest in protecting this little family and if all goes well the 
chick should fledge around the week of the 9th December. 
 

The November Boneo Market stall was a great success. Organised by Lois 
Greene and assisted by Megan from BirdLife Australia and some of our volun-
teers, they handed out pamphlets, talked to local residents and visitors. The 
badge making machine was very popular I hear. 
We have been invited back again for the next market on December 15th free 
of charge. 
 

FoHP will join forces with Parks Victoria Junior Ranger program again on 
Tuesday 22nd January.  Bag painting and badge making will be the activity. 
This was a very successful event last year.  Volunteers will be required, I will 
send an email out closer to the date.  
 

We have been successful once again in obtaining a Coastcare Victoria Com-
munity Grant for $15,000.  
 

Sorrento Primary School’s sustainability program is keen to help the Hooded 
Plover.  Anne Ballard is currently looking at different options where the chil-
dren can make an on ground contribution next year.  Anne would be inter-
ested to know if anyone has a connection with a local “Men’s Shed” group 

A big thankyou to all our out going committee members who have been so 
instrumental in getting this little group out into the community and helped 
make the plight of the Hooded Plover more widely known. 
 

The Parks Victoria “Dog walking review” submissions close on the 30th     
November. 
If you have not put in a submission please do so, every letter counts. 
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/mornington-peninsula-national-
park/plans-and-projects/dog-walking-review 
 

Also a big thankyou to all our members who continue to put their hands up 
to volunteer for our 
various events during 
the year. You make 
my life so much   
easier. 
 

Keep those reports     
coming in. 
 
Diane Lewis 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Lunch & 
AGM in 
Val’s  

garden 
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On a beautiful and sunny morning Anne Ballard welcomed members of the 
Friends of the Hooded Plovers, Darren Mitchell & Martin Downs from Parks 
Victoria & a number of visitors to a Hooded Plover Training Day, held at the 
Sorrento Community Centre on 27 September, 2012. 
 

The initial part of the morning covered the monitoring program & its impor-
tance for understanding & documenting the behaviour of our Hooded Plov-
ers. There were many questions & discussion was assisted through a power-
point presentation with images of  much typical Hooded Plover behaviour. 
 

Following morning tea the session was entirely devoted to an excellent pres-
entation and demonstration of the newly developed Hooded Plover Data 
Portal by Tanya Pyk & Renee Mead of BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting 
Birds team. 
 

Tanya explained in detail numerous features of this new software that allows 
for all registered volunteers to interact directly with all the available informa-
tion & data in the form of updating, adding & /or extracting data about 
Hoodies at any given location. 
 

At the end of the demonstration there followed a lively question & answer 
session and finally Tanya urged everyone using the portal to supply plenty 
of feedback.   As with any newly developed program there might be room 
for future fine-tuning based on user experience. 
 

The morning session did not end before Neil Shelley unveiled an immaculate 
life-size painted wooden carving complete with chick crafted by Stewart 
Dawson.  (See photo on page 8). 
 

After lunch, most of the morning session participants joined Tanya & Renee 
at Koonya Beach for a hands-on training session for new volunteers. 
 

Darren & Martin from Parks Victoria immediately spotted a couple of Hoodies 
at the eastern end.  Having motorised transport on the beach is a distinct 
advantage over trudging through soft sand for the rest of us!! 
 

Although our Hoodies did not show any signs of breeding or nesting, Tanya 
patiently covered all aspects of Hoodies behaviour & what to look out for.  
Being such a fine day there were some beach visitors with children giving us 
a vivid example of potential threats to nests as one kid headed directly for 
the Hoodies before being intercepted by Darren on his motorbike. 
 

A quick final look out over the western end revealed some more Hoodies.  At 
this time it was decided to call it a day. 
 

A very successful and informative day for all participants and many thanks 
to Tanya & Anne in particular. 
 

Danny Vits 

HOODED PLOVER INFORMATION & TRAINING DAY 
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Val Ford asked whether I could write a short piece for the 
newsletter, “Straight from the Heart” on how good it was 
finding, not only the first chicks of the season, but also my 
first sighting of chicks full stop.  I was with Neil Shelley and 
Denis Goss and I have to say we were all totally rapt.  Two 
adults, BJ and LS, on a beautiful glassy morning, foraging on 
the wet sand close to the water’s edge with two chicks less 
than a week old.  A Silver Gull was harassing the group but 
the adult HP’s eventually drove it away.  It is really a mag-
nificent area for the HP’s as there is very little human inter-
ference at this end of the beach.  However with the lack of 
people comes an increase in the number of natural preda-
tors.  Even an Osprey (rare on the Peninsula) that Neil 
sighted today. 
 

You couldn’t help but think that many of the conservational 
challenges facing the HP could be so easily solved if we 
could somehow just give every member of the General Pub-
lic this same experience. 
 

But as everybody knows (and I am only just starting to find 
out), the HP experience is full of far more disappointing 
challenges than euphoric moments.  When Val wrote to me, 
my daughter Hannah and I had just returned from St. An-
drews.  The east nest had appeared to fail with no sign of 
chicks.  JY and it’s unbanded partner were simply resting in 
a scrape at the base of the dune.  
 

But the real disappointment was the failure of the Moana 
east nest which appeared to have been destroyed by either 
dogs or foxes.  Hannah was quite devastated, not only be-
cause this was the nest that she had found and also be-
cause it was such a different HP territory.  It is occupied by 
3 birds and this nest contained 5 eggs which we are told is a 
rarity.  Grainne believes that it is likely to be 2 clutches from 
2 females.  Fascinating to think that they may have timed 
their egg laying to coincide rather than the other option of 
two separate nests within the same territory. 
 

A further disappointment comes today with the news that 
we may have also lost the chicks to pair 4.  Neither myself 
nor Neil have been able to sight them in the last few days.  
Let’s hope that BJ and LS are better at concealment than we 
are in observing.  
 

So do the negatives overwhelm the positives?  As my title 

asks- ‘Why are any of us doing this?’  If it wasn’t challenging 
I doubt we would have got involved.  We all have our own 
skill sets that together can make a difference.  It has worked 
in my business life so I expect it will work with the chal-
lenges facing the HP.  
 

I find that Hannah and I are always throwing ideas around. 
What about a letter drop?- Grainne is onto it.  What about 
some signage and a protective fence for that nest?- Darren 
Mitchell from PV is onto it.  What about taking feather sam-
ples at banding to sex birds?- Mike Weston is onto it.  What 
about some media releases?-Anne Ballard has it covered. 
Should we dismantle the illegal shelter built in the dunes at 
Fingal?- Neil Shelley already knows about it.  What about an 
article for the newsletter?-thanks Val. 
 

The future of the HP on the MP is in the hands of VGP (very 
good people). Although the set-backs are many, Hannah 
and I are encouraged and inspired by the enthusiastic and 
devoted friends of the Hooded Plover.  People from different 
walks of life, who work together as a team towards a com-
mon goal.  Many we have never met.  In answer to the title- 
that’s why we are doing this. 
 
Mark Lethlean 
 

P.S. It is likely that in the near future we will be able to 
identify the sex of our banded birds. So does this mean we 
will need two new words for the sexual identification of the 
HP?  Along the lines of Rooster and Hen, Ducks and Drakes, 
Goose and Gander.  Male and female seems a tad unimagi-
native to me!  

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? 
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MONITORING KOONYA AND MONTFORT BEACHES - FRUSTRATION AND DESPAIR 

Date Event Location Description Coordinator How to volunteer/register 

December 15 Boneo Market Boneo 
  

Time: 8am-1pm.  Volunteers are needed to hand out leaflets, talk to the public 
and help with activities. If you would like to be involved in a great day, email Lois. 

Lois Greene Lois Greene: 
loisg19@yahoo.com.au.   

January 22 Junior Ranger Program 
  

Various beaches  Diane Lewis FoHP: 
hploversmornpen@gmail.com   

January Peninsula Swap Mornington Peninsula 
  

Volunteers from Bellarine Peninsula travel by ferry to MP and visit MP beaches 
with FoHP members. 

Coordinator required If you are interested email 
hploversmornpen@gmail.com  

January 19 Boneo Market Boneo 
  

See details for December 15 Market. Lois Greene Lois Greene: 
loisg19@yahoo.com.au.   

February 14 Hooded Plover count 
  

All beaches Count Hooded Plovers on designated beaches.  Low tide at 2.39pm. Neil Shelley Neil Shelley: 0438 557 178, 
birdrock16@gmail.com     

March 19 – 23 
  

Schools Environment Week The Briars, Mt Martha 
  

 Similar format to that of previous years. Coordinator required Volunteers required.  Email  
hploversmornpen@gmail.com  

May 16 
  

Hooded Plover count 
  

All beaches Count Hooded Plovers on designated beaches.  Low tide at 9.30am. Neil Shelley Neil Shelley: 0438 557 178, 
birdrock16@gmail.com     

FOHP CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 2012/2013—Surveying, Training & Volunteering Opportunities 

Whilst researching for my Mornington Peninsula National Park Dog Walking Review 
submission I found a note that I had written in 2004 after yet another frustrating  
visit to Koonya & Montforts Beaches.  It was sent to  Bob Brinkman, Chief Ranger, 
Mornington Western Port District, (now Mornington Peninsula District) and is re-
produced below.  Interestingly nothing has changed and I am still having the same 
feelings of frustration and despair (and the blood pressure is getting worse!). 
 
Another breeding season is almost over.  After spending many hours (I try to check out the 
birds at least every 4 days) monitoring Hooded Plovers at Montforts and Koonya beaches I 
found myself once again despairing at the very low breeding success rate for the sea-
son.  From 3 pairs of birds I can only report one fledgling.   
 

Whilst temporary fencing around nests on beaches and foredunes has reduced the rate of 
nest trampling I am not seeing any more chicks than in previous years.  Why isn't the breed-
ing success rate improving?  Is it due to the very high incidence of dogs on the beaches? 
 

I re-read Michael Weston's PhD thesis "The effect of disturbance on the breeding biology of 
Hooded Plover" and the paper "Managing a breeding population of the Hooded Plover         
Thinornis rubricollic in a high-use recreational environment" by Bernice Dowling and Michael 
Weston.  In both publications dogs on beaches were identified as a major cause of distur-
bance to breeding Hooded Plovers.   

 

During incubation disturbances causing nests to be unattended for long periods of time can 
result in thermal stress to the eggs and subsequent non-survival of the embryos.  At the 
brooding stage, where chicks are dependent on parents for warmth, long periods of distur-
bance results in the chicks not being brooded and thus not surviving.  Disturbance also 
causes chicks to feed less frequently. 
 

In Park's Management Plan Koonya Beach Hooded Plovers were identified as worthwhile 
protecting whilst Montfort Beach HPs were to be low priority.  Money and effort has been 
spent at Koonya.  However in the 7 years that I have been monitoring the fledgling success 
rate for Koonya has remained low. From 2 pairs of breeding adults only 5 chicks have 
fledged. 
 

If Parks Vic is serious about their Hooded Plover protection program why won't they 'bite the 
bullet' and remove the major source of breeding disturbances.  ie ban dogs on the 
beaches.  It is inconsistent to have dogs banned from areas of the MPNP eg Pt Nepean, 
Bushrangers Bay and Greens Bush but not barred (as they would be usually in a national 
park) in the critical breeding areas of a Threatened Species. 
 

Do other Friends feel this way at the end of the breeding season? 
 

Val Ford 
24/2/2004 
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Six of us met at the Sorrento ferry terminal and boarded the 
9:00am ferry for Queenscliff – myself, Danny Vits, Chris 
Willocks, John & Roo Rawlins from the Mornington Peninsula 
and Steve Johnson from the Bass Coast.  At Queenscliff we 
met Grainne Maguire, Renee Mead, Keesan “Kit” Lee (a 
BirdLife volunteer based in Melbourne) and Bernard Busooa 
(from Caring for our Country in Canberra). 
 

We boarded the mini bus, piloted by Grainne, and headed 
off to Point Roadknight at Anglesea, stopping at Barwon 
Heads to pick up Liz Ferguson and Andrea Dennett (the co-
ordinator of the Hoodie friends group on the Bellarine Penin-
sula).  At the point we joined Geoff Gates and Mike Bods-
worth (the Great Ocean Road Coast Committee, Coastal 
Projects Manager) for a short walk to see where a pair of 
Hoodies have nested and successfully fledged at least one 
chick per year over the last eight breeding seasons.  This 
pair has quite an interesting nest site, being located in a 
permanently fenced area on top of a rocky outcrop.  There 
were also another eight Hoodies foraging on the nearby rock 
platform, plus several hundred Crested Terns resting in the 
same area. 
 

We headed back to Breamlea, where we met Jenny Turner, 

Julie Riley and Jeanette Spittle (the Co-ordinator of Land 
Management, Environment & Natural Resources for the Gee-
long City Council).  The beach environment here was quite 
different to ours, with large patches of volcanic boulders 
separating the small bays and low dunes covered with short, 
dense vegetation.  A make-your-own lunch, supplied by 
Grainne, was then enjoyed by all at the community centre in 
the nearby caravan park. 

The weather was looking quite 
threatening, so we packed up 
and headed back to Barwon 
Heads.  However by the time we 
arrived, the wind was so strong, 
it was decided that it wasn’t 
worth venturing out onto the 
beach.  Instead we retreated to 
The Lobster Pot, where we 
joined Maddie Glynn, James Rim-
mer, Sher Swindon from the Bar-
won Coast Committee and John 
O’Reilly from Ocean Grove Coast-
care.  Here, much to her sur-
prise, Grainne was presented 
with a bottle of “Hooded Plover” 
wine! 
 

After saying goodbye to our new friends from the Bellarine 
Peninsula, we headed to Queenscliff to catch the 4:00pm 
ferry back to our side of the bay.  Grainne had timed things 
perfectly and we were in plenty of time.  More goodbyes, 
but no tears, and we were on our way home after a very 
enjoyable and informative day.  Thanks to Grainne and 
Renee for their organisation, and thanks to all those on the 
other side of the bay for welcoming us. 
 

Neil Shelley 
 

The quote of the day has to be “You didn’t know horses 
were not allowed on the beach – but I just saw your horse 
read the sign!”.  Perhaps we can use something similar 
when talking to dog owners on the Mornington Peninsula. 

VISIT TO BELLARINE PENINSULA 
 

25 October, 2012 
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Diane & I attended the “What Bird is That” morning at The Briars to set up a Hooded Plover display with 
our usual information and with material for kids about the Hooded Plover. We also had forms, so inter-
ested visitors could submit these to Parks Vic. in support of the proposed dog ban. 
 

The Mornington Peninsula branch of BirdLife Australia had invited interested people to attend for a com-
prehensive presentation about bird watching and for guided walks through the various habitats at The 
Briars. 
 

Although we were “preaching to the converted” as those who came (over 100) were already interested in 
birds, we found yet again that Masked Lapwings are what people immediately think of.  Some keen inter-
est was shown in our Hooded Plovers and quite a few forms taken for the dog ban issue. 
 

Diane regretted being tied to the Hooded Plover display as many species of birds (and a wallaby) were 
sighted, but hopefully this excited more interest in birds and the Hooded Plover story reached some more 
people. 
 

Rob Lewis  
 

WHAT BIRD IS THAT AT THE BRIARS 
 

28 October, 2012 

Birdlife Australia’s Peninsula Swap saw dedicated volunteers swap 
coasts from the Mornington Peninsula to the Bellarine to develop 
their work in species conservation recently. 
 

They joined forces with local land managers including Great Ocean 
Road Coast Committee, City of Greater Geelong and Barwon Coast, 
to explore the work happening on the Bellarine and Surf Coasts for 
the highly threatened Hooded Plover. 
 

Joined by Caring for our Country representative Bernard Busooa, 
the group inspected permanent dune fencing and signage at Point 
Roadknight and Breamlea and heard from the volunteers about 
their community work in awareness raising. 
 

According to Grainne Maguire, BirdLife Australia project manager it 
was a great chance to showcase the amazing work happening on 
the Bellarine and Surf Coasts for the Hooded Plover 
 

“We saw a pair sitting tight on a nest at Point Roadknight, days 
from hatching, a huge flock of migratory bar-tailed godwits (all the 
way from Siberia and Alaska) at the Barwon river mouth, tiny red-

capped plovers (the smallest Australian beach-nesting bird) 
amongst the tiniest of the migratory shorebirds, the red-necked 
stints at Point Impossible estuary, and a pair of hoodies tucked 
around the corner near the culvert, thinking about starting a nest. 
 

“It was a way for people to see the bigger picture of conserving a 
species which is very dispersed, so thinking beyond their own 
area, and a way to share information.” 
 

Ms Maguire said the issue was being tackled successfully by 
coastal residents with the support of their local land managers; 
making an incredible difference to the survival of a highly threat-
ened bird. 
 

“Anyone would think how on earth can these birds nest and raise 
chicks on beaches that get used by hundreds to thousands of peo-
ple, but they can definitely do it with a helping hand.” 
 

Ali Deane 
Surf Coast Times, November 12 2012, online edition.  

The Birdlife Australia Peninsula Swap group walks 
along the beach at Port Roadknight during the 

Hooded Plover conservation day. 

HELPING OUT A HOODIE 
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FRIENDS OF THE HOODED PLOVER (MORNINGTON PENINSULA) INC 
Incorporation number:  A0054904Y 

 

COMMITTEE  

President: Diane Lewis     Vice President: Sandy Brewer   Secretary: John Rawlins 
Treasurer: Sandra Watt    General members: Malcolm Brown, Glenn Ehmke 
 

CONTACTING FoHP 

Phone:   0419 320 205 or 5974 3339   
Email:  hploversmornpen@gmail.com    
Post:   PO Box 36 Rye 3941 

NEWSLETTER  

Contributions:  Are welcome as emails, word documents, typed or hand written articles, photos 
& sketches.   
Tell us about your Hooded Plover experiences, frustrations, successes, .....   
Show us photos of your birds and beaches. 
 

Send to:  Val Ford, 5984 0039, at fordandreid@gmail.com  or PO Box 36 Rye 3941    
  

Deadline for next newsletter: Friday 25 January 2013 

BONEO MARKET 

Our first market at 
Boneo proved a great 
success, a big thank 
you to my helpers.  

 
Our next market is on 
the 15th December so 
come along and join 

in the fun. 
 

Lois Greene 
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REPORTING OF FLAGGED 
HOODED PLOVERS 

 

Please let me know of any flagged 
birds that you see.  The main  
information we like to collect 
when we see a banded bird is: 

 

♦ Date and Time of day 

 

♦ Location: as specific as       
possible, gps fix ideal 

 

♦ Age: Adult, Subadult, Juvenile, 
Chick 

 

♦ ID of bird and which leg 

 

♦ Number and ID of birds it is 
with 

 

♦ Behaviour: breeding, not 
breeding, flocking? 

 

♦ How you saw the flag: binos, 
scope or camera 

 

♦ Include any photos 
 

Grainne Maguire 
 Grainne.Maguire@birdlife.org.au  

 

 

The Age 21 November 2012 

The hooded plover breeding season has started in the Mornington 
Peninsula National Park and already eight nests have been destroyed.  
Despite this, dogs are still allowed in the park. 
 

Malcolm Brown, Rye 

Mentoring  
 

I now have time to get back onto the beach so if any Friends of the Hooded Plover 
would like to join me in walking Koonya, Montforts and Fowlers Beaches, to see 

how I go about observing and recording data, please get in touch. 
 

If you have any queries about the Hooded Plovers on ‘your beach’ or just what to 
start observing and/or monitoring please contact me. 

 

Val Ford 
5984 0039, fordandreid@gmail.com  

The finished Hooded Plover carving and the carver, Stewart 
Dawson, with the committee at a thankyou presentation. 
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Have you renewed your membership? 

Payment:  $5 (per person) to the Treasurer by one of the following methods: 
• Cheque, made payable to Friends of the Hooded Plover (Mornington Peninsula) 

Inc, posted to PO Box 36, Rye 3941 
 

• Internet banking -  Account Name: Friends of Hooded Plover (Mornington       
Peninsula) Inc  BSB No.  063 891 Account No. 10127668 

 

Please identify the payer, and also notify the Treasurer, by emailing 
hploversmornpen@gmail.com of the transaction. 
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Members  Activities 
Phillip Island Eastern mainland Australia Hooded Plover workshop, organised by BirdLife 
Australia had 110 attendees from VIC, NSW and SA. These meetings provide a forum to 
exchange ideas, discuss various programs with people from different areas. All agreed it was 
a great success. 
 

June debriefing at Parks Victoria Office, chaired by Grainne Maguire. Attended by 17 FoHP 
members, PV hooded plover team and BirdLife beach nesting team. Discussion ranged from 
engaging the public to increasing volunteer involvement. New ideas have been implemented 
successfully. 
 

Development of a new Shorebird Management Strategy  – Val Ford represented FoHP. The 
recommendation made by the committee was a ‘Total ban of Dogs’ in the Mornington Penin-
sula National Park. This recommendation is now out for public comment. 
 

Training days in January and September, the days are structured to update members and 
inform new members and interested parties. 
 

‘Peninsula Swap’ was held in October FoHP members from the Mornington Peninsula took 
the ferry to the Bellarine Peninsula to meet the friends group and look at hooded plover 
sites and swap ideas.  The Bellarine Peninsula will visit us in January. 
 

The biennial count on the 14th November. 
 

Engaging the Public 
‘Summer by the Sea” activity days ( in conjunction with PV) for children on the Mornington 
Peninsula.   50+ children attended with parents enjoyed painting Hooded Plover bags sup-
plied by BirdLife Australia. Stickers, dogleads, activity books and pamphlets were also given 
to the children. 
 

Education week at the Briars. At least 100/ day children (with parents) visited our marquee 
each day. 
 

‘What Bird is that’ at the Briars was organised by BirdLife Mornington Peninsula . Invited 
FoHP to set up a stall. 100 people came to view the birds and many were interested to hear 
about the plight of the Hooded Plover. 
 

Boneo Market Stall – November 17th, Badge making for children supplied by BirdLife Austra-
lia, stickers activity books and pamphlets available for interested passers by. The stall was 
such a success FoHP have been invited to attend again in December free of charge. 
 
Grants 
Coastcare Victoria Community Grant  (Nov 2011)- $22,200 with $15,000 contribution from 
BirdLife Australia provided 1600 mt. exclusion fencing to 6 priority nesting sites. Moana, St. 
Andrews, Boags Rocks, London Bridge, Portsea and Franklin Road.  Erected in August, 
awaiting signage. Birds are nesting behind the fencing already. 

 
I would personally like to thank the 4 committee members who will not be seeking re-
election. 
 

Val Ford - founding member, secretary and newsletter editor. For over 2 years she has vol-
unteered many hours each day liaising with new members, keeping the records up to date, 
designing pamphlets and banners, answering queries from groups all over eastern Australia 
and mentoring new members (me included). Her commitment to the group has been invalu-
able. She will be greatly missed. 
 

Val has been observing and collecting data on hooded plovers for over 20 years. Her knowl-
edge is invaluable. I am sure a few of us will continue to ring her with questions. 
Val has offered to continue to produce our popular newsletter.  
 

John Franklin took up the role as Vice President at our incorporation meeting and his wife 
Virginia has been our treasurer. He has taken over the reigns and kept things rolling on 
when Val and I have been away over the winter months for the past 2 years. John will con-
tinue monitoring.  
 

Neil Shelley our monthly count coordinator has stepped down too. Neil will organise the 
quarterly counts, collate the data for PV and BirdLife and continue to mentor new members. 
A job he does so well. 
 

A special thank you to Anne Ballard who  took up the role of publicity and education last 
year. She attends our committee meetings full of ideas and distributes our education kits 
pamphlets and posters all over the Mornington Peninsula.  Anne also helped with the 
smooth running of the group while Val and I were away mid year.  
 

I would like to thank all our wonderful volunteers who walk the ocean beaches, send in their 
reports, work behind the scenes organising events and the essential never ending paper-
work. We have volunteered in excess of 2000 hours. this year. Although many of these 
hours are taken up with administration and meetings. Your commitment continues to pro-
vide valuable data. 
 

Parks Victoria continues to support our group. Among other duties Darren Mitchell managed 
the Coastcare Grant Fencing project; his experience and advice provided the beaches with 
more fencing than first anticipated. Martin Downs has arranged for storage with fencing 
equipment and signs to be located near nesting sites. Both have been busy reporting in the 
location of new nests recently. 
 

Once again the BirdLife Beach-nesting team have been tireless in their support of our group. 
Grainne, Megan, Renee and Glenn are always available to discuss issues, be a regular on 
ground support and provide all those pamphlets, stickers we hand out. 
 
Diane Lewis 

FRIENDS OF THE HOODED PLOVER 2012 AGM 
 

Presidents Report 
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The sun is finally shinning, the rains have stopped, the grass is drying and the hay fever has 
started; welcome to the onset of the holiday season.  Here is a snap shot of what has been 
happening in and around MPNP. 
 

• Hooded Plovers burst into the new season with a flurry of nests as soon as the sun ap-
peared.  These nests were located at Gunnamatta Beach, St Andrews beach, Koonya 
Beach and Number 16 Beach.  Unfortunately bad weather followed the sun and all of the 
first ten nests have since perished.  The cause for many is unknown however fox prints 
were noted near a couple of nests.  

 

• Currently we have nine new nests located at Point King Beach (on the bay), Portsea, 
Montforts, Rye, St Andrews and Gunnamatta Beaches and Mushroom Reef Marine Sanc-
tuary. 

 

• Thank you to Mornington Peninsula Friends of the Hooded Plover & Birdlife Australia for 
donating funds & materials to stock the old ticket boxes in the National Park at Gunna-
matta, Rye, Sorrento & Portsea with a kit of items to assist with Hooded Plover nest 
management. 

 

• Fox trapping has now completed with the removal of 3 foxes.  Trapping ran for a 3 week 
period and was conducted in the dune system parallel with beaches at Gunnamatta, 
Gunida Ave (Rye), Koonya, Franklin Rd and London Bridge. 

 

• The “rip” at Gunnamatta altered & intensified recently resulting in the natural removal of 
3 to 4 metres depth of sand leaving the look out and steps hanging in mid air.  Some of 
the structure has been removed to make it safe to use as a look out only, the beach is 
no longer accessible from this structure.  Beach profiles across the national park are also 
under going changes at Portsea, Koonya, Rye and St Andrews.  There is currently a new 
rock pool immediately below the St Andrews Beach car park off Paradise Drive that is 
proving very popular.  Please also consider this a reminder to mindful of strong currents 
and undertows when swimming off the ocean beaches if you are not swimming between 
the flags provided by the Life saving Services at Portsea, Sorrento and Gunnamatta. 

 

• Dog regulations for the MPNP are currently under review and open for public submis-
sions.  People who wish to have a say can review and comment on the discussion paper 
and give feedback to Parks Victoria on the options being considered. Submissions close 
on 30 November 2012 can be emailed to the Project Officer on re-
sponses@parks.vic.gov.au or sent to The Project Officer, Parks Victoria at PO Box 400 
Rosebud Victoria 3939.  Further information is available on the parkweb.  Please be re-
minded that this an emotive issue for all people concerned and I would ask that you 
keep this in mind when making observations on the beach or going about your normal 
business. 

 

• A new Summer Ranger for Mornington Peninsula NP will be starting in early December 
and interviews are currently underway to fill 12 Casual Ranger positions. 

 

• Road works have been completed across the park with the Main Creek, West Head and 
Mushroom Reef Marine Sanctuary car parks being gravelled & graded. Bitumen pot-
holing is about to commence in the Gunnamatta, Koonya, Rye, Portsea, Sorrento, and 
London bridge car parks. 

 

• Other works about to commence are improvements to the steps leading down to Bush-
rangers Bay, Sorrento light poles are to be replaced and new interpretations panels are 
to be installed at the Collins Settlement Site. New fencing of the ocean drive entrances at 
the ocean ends of the tracks to define the paths and deter pedestrian traffic over the 
fore dunes has been completed.  A number of illegal structures have been programmed 
for removal and revegetation works been completed at Flinders and Main Creek. 

 

• Parks Vic staff are preparing themselves and the parks for the onset of the fire season 
locally and are participating in fuel reductions burns elsewhere across the state. 

 

• Coming up on the 8th December at 11am at Mushroom Reef at Flinders is The Great 
Victorian Fish Count (GVFC).  It is much like other Reef Watch programs, only it will take 
place during a short time frame in December. The project is intended to be a snapshot of 
a sample of fish species living in the temperate coastal waters of Victoria. By counting 
fish during this window, the data collected allows an estimation of the structure of fish 
communities around the coast at that time, which can then be compared to future fish 
counts at the same time each year.  Further information can be collected online at 
www.reefwatchvic.asn.au/GVFC_Intro.htm  or http://vnpa.org.au/page/volunteer/reef-
watch/great-victorian-fish-count-dive-groups  or email Brian at 
brian.thomas@parks.vic.gov.au  

 

• Abalone season is about start.  Abalone are permitted to be taken from ocean beach 
waters adjacent to the national park (excluding marine sanctuaries) provided they are 
taken within recreational fisheries guidelines. This means you must have a recreational 
fisheries licence, the bag limit is 5 per day (of which no more than 2 can be greenlip 
abalone), they must be at least 11 cm in size, taken on Abalone take days only and must 
not be taken from the intertidal zone, that is a depth below 2 metres.  60 days have 
been nominated for collection, further information can be found at  www.dpi.vic.gov.au  

 
For any Fisheries related information or issues call 133474 or email  www.dpi.vic.gov.au  

 

For any National Park related information or issues call 1319 63 or email 
www.parkweb.vic.gov.au 

 
Hooded Plover information: to improve communications and information flow please 

send all hoodie emails to pvhoodedplovermorningtonpeninsula@parks.vic.gov.au 
 
Martin Downs, Parks Vic FoHP contact ranger 
 

PARKS VIC NEWS 
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The 'cagiest pair' are nesting! 
 

Tucked away in a blowout near the Barwon Water treatment plant at 'our' Black Rock, the 
wily old unbanded pair's nest was located by Geoff Gates after much searching. While 
predators gave them a hard time last season, they did produce two chicks (HD and LM) in 
2010/11 so we are hopeful of a successful hatch in December. 
 

 
 
A prospective Retirement Village? 
 

Our successful breeding pair at 46W (Bancoora) have, in fact, replaced themselves many 
times over. However, KE and unbanded mate, also seem to be in retirement mode. Not that 
we can blame them. KE is one special old bird having been originally banded as a juvenile at 
Breamlea on 1 April 1996 (white/black Left leg; metal on Right leg), band number 051 
57959) by Mike Weston of Deakin University. Mike has given us great insight into KE's very 
full life, too. There have been lots of sightings since the banding, mostly from that area, but 
East to Franklin Road at Portsea, and West to Pt Addis, then to Anglesea in March 1997 
where it bred and lived and was seen until March 1998. It then shifted via Franklin Road 
back to Breamlea where it bred in 2002. Birdlife Australia recaptured and flagged the bird at 
Breamlea on 9 March 2011.  
 

It's been a tough time lately for this pair around the busy thoroughfare between Bancoora 
and Buckley's Bay (Breamlea beach) with their favourite blowout in Stingray Bay being regu-
larly disturbed by a walker and dog off leash. This pair is also battling predation from the 
ever-increasing number of ravens in the area.  
 
At busy Thompsons Creek Estuary, humans with dogs off leash frolic across from Pt Impos-
sible as the weather warms up. It's small wonder that the 50W unbanded pair just haven't 
bothered. In fact, these old birds decided to kick back and relax last year and show every 
sign of doing the same this season. However, their human minders have plans for some 
signage and temporary fencing right at the point and across the entrance to their favourite 
blowout, which just might coax them out of retirement! 
 
Retirement shouldn't be on the minds of PA and JM at Point Impossible's Nudist Beach, 
though. This area is managed by GORCC with our volunteers, Geoff Gates and Glenda 
Shomaly keeping a close eye on the pair. The birds are young and enthusiastic but seem to 
be taking things quite slowly this season, with only one nest attempt. Again, this site has 
heavy human and dog traffic which might account for some reticence on their part. Perhaps 
they'll get their mojo working again soon!  
 
Julie Riley & Jennie Turner 

BELLARINE PENINSULA HOODED PLOVER NEWS 
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A TALE OF STAR-CROSSED PLOVERS 
For six years, John Murray stood vigil over a nest of hooded 
plovers at Point Lonsdale. He erected signs that effectively 
quarantined 150 metres of prime beach, urging sun-lovers to 
lay their towels elsewhere. He confronted dog owners who 
were running their hounds off the leash - and was more than 
once threatened with a bashing or a mauling. He urged peo-
ple crossing the no-go zone to do so along the water's edge, 
and not up near the dunes where the plovers were nesting. 
And on very hot days, when the birds came down to the  
water to wet their feet and their chests, he acted like a lolli-
pop guardian, halting the human traffic so the little plovers - 
birds that don't walk in a straight line but tend to wander 
about defensively - could traverse the beach unmolested. 
 

For five of those six years he saw every chick born at the 
beach get taken by foxes, trampled into the sand by gorm-
less funsters or die from dehydration when they'd run off to 
hide in the grass at their parents' urging. 

Last year, he finally saw a plover chick survive 35 days, 
when it could fly and leave the nest. 
''One chick surviving in six years … it's been pretty dis-
heartening at times,'' he says. 
 

This year - as one of 600 Victorians who voluntarily moni-
tor hooded plover nests over the summer in a bid to keep the 
species from winking out - Murray is back at Point Lons-
dale for his seventh season with fingers crossed. 

''They're quite long lived … one bird was tagged 18 years 
ago. The worry is, once the adults die off there isn't a re-
placement generation coming through,'' he says. 
 

The program, run by Birdlife Australia, has more volunteers 
than birds, which are thought to number between 400 and 
500. But that's what it takes for a bird whose breeding biol-
ogy is perversely vulnerable to failure. 
 

Rather than nesting in colonies, where they'd have safety in 
numbers, breeding pairs make their nest on the sand, in easy 
reach of the high-water tide. The nest is a modest scrape 
which they sometimes decorate with pieces of shell - and 
the volunteers fence them off. 
 

''They like to have a lot of clear space around where they 
nest, which means they have a clear view of predators,'' says 
Geoff Gates, 52, an IT worker who re-
tired early, and has been patrolling the 
beaches on the Surf Coast for the past 
three years. 
''But on a popular beach, all that clear 
space can quickly fill up with visitors. It 
can be a constant job asking people not 
to go into the fenced-off area. Some-
times I have to say, 'look, we're asking 
for a bit of consideration to let a small 
creature survive.' Most people are com-
pliant, a few think they own the world.'' 
 
 

Mr Gates is guardian of Victoria's most 
successful breeding pair, at Point Road-
knight, near Aireys Inlet. For three 
years in a row they have managed to 
raise two chicks to fledging - from the 
nine to 12 eggs they'd laid over the sea-
son. 
As Gates tells it: they seem a bit smarter 
than the average plover. He showed 
how they've nested on a small pedestal 
of rock out on the headland, protected 
for part of the day by high tide. 
 

Gates was expecting the clutch of three eggs to have 
hatched. In fact, there was only 
one egg to be found. Under the 
pedestal a tiny chick was standing 
against the wall. Its mother was 
calling for it to stay still and re-
main camouflaged. Meanwhile the 
mother bird was making a great 
show of having a broken wing to 
draw us away from the chick. 
Plovers always lay three eggs at a 
time and somewhere in the enclo-
sure was another chick. Unless a 
gull or a kestrel or a fox had al-
ready taken it. 
 

''I've seen chicks make it to 32 or 
33 days and then they're gone. It's 
tough … given how hard we work 
to save them,'' Gates says. 
 
John Elder 
The Age, November 18, 2012.   
Photos by Justin McManus 

A clutch of eggs on the sand 

An endangered hooded plover at Point Roadknight beach 
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THE 8TH AUSTRALASIAN SHOREBIRD CONFERENCE  
 

‘The Role of Science in the Conservation of Shorebirds’ 

To sit indoors for two days straight in lecture theatre at Adelaide University might sound like 
torture to those who left university long ago, but the 8th Australasian Shorebird Conference 
was full of so many interesting talks and animated presenters that time flew.  
 

The Coorong 
David Paton gave an inspiring talk presenting high calibre scientific research where there is 
undeniable evidence that over-extraction of water from the Murray Darling Basin has nearly 
all but destroyed the Coorong ecosystem. The Coorong is a unique and amazing wetland 
consisting of an estuary and series of lakes, which naturally vary greatly in water depth and 
salinity temporally and spatially. In summer, as you go south-east down the Coorong the 
water becomes hypersaline, more than three times saltier than the sea! The system has 
always received large flows of water from the upper Murray Darling Basin and this has kept 
the estuary mouth open and regulated the diverse water levels and salinity within the sys-
tem. Reduced flows resulted in the Murray mouth closing in 2002, which changed the water 
depth of the whole system, keeping water levels constant in the absence of tidal flows. This 
led to low water levels which exposed the Ruppia tuberosa beds, the primary producer 
within the system, so that this plant could no longer reproduce. Ruppia disappeared along a 
50km stretch of the Coorong from 2005 onward! Increases in salinity, particularly around 
the mouth led to the loss of fish within the Coorong. In 2010 fewer than 1000 waders were 
present, while previously there had been tens to hundreds of thousands! David made a valid 
point, if we lost all the Eucalypts (the primary producer) out of a forest ecosystem then this 
would be viewed as unacceptable by the community and land managers, however, within a 
wetland system, the same loss is barely even acknowledged. The South Australian Govern-
ment did dredge the Muarray mouth to meet their obligation to RAMSAR conventions to try 
and save this valuable wetland. This is costly process but considered less costly than buying 
back water to return to the system. The recovery of water flows returned salinity levels, 
which meant many invertebrates and fish returned and then seabird and shorebird numbers 
started to slowly recover. However Ruppia is not recovering as years without reproducing 
has left no seedbank. Green algal blooms are also swamping the Northern system and Rup-
pia is in decline. The proposed return of 2750 GL of water to the Coorong as outlined in the 
current draft of the Murray Darling Basin Plan will be too little and too late to maintain the 
true ecological character of the Coorong. 
 

Banded Stilts 
When salinity sky rocketed in the Coorong, brine shrimp appeared in the system in super 
abundant quantities and with this, banded stilts appeared in numbers as high as 200,000 
and started to breed prolifically! We heard several talks on Banded Stilts during the confer-
ence. Reece Pedler from Deakin University certainly chose a good time to study this species 
with Lake Eyre filling after major rainfall and banded stilts appearing and breeding en 
masse. Reece put solar powered satellite trackers (weighing only 5g!) on the stilts and fol-
lowed their movements as they dispersed post-breeding from Lake Eyre. He was able to 

show diverse patterns of movement between the East and West of Australia, revealing that 
the population is very much interconnected and able to use small inland ephemeral lakes, 
wetlands and salt fields as they move across the country. Reece also told us of the dramatic 
impact of silver gull depredation on the breeding success of the stilts, where silver gulls took 
a chick every 2 minutes and an egg every 3 minutes. 
 

Geolocators 
I was really excited by Ken Gosbell’s talk which showed us how geolocators can have more 
than one use and have actually revealed insights into breeding ecology of migratory shore-
birds! This was an ‘accidental’ finding whereby geolocators operate by recording light inten-
sity at frequent intervals and the day length indicates latitude, while the solar moon indi-
cates longitude. This enables researchers to track the movements of migratory species along 
the flyway, opening our eyes to the routes they take and important staging areas, also to 
the location of their breeding grounds. In Clive Minton’s talk we heard how geolocators 
showed how important the Gobi Desert and Northern China were for Greater Sand Plovers, 
while observation data had shown more of a bias in coastal sites for this species. He also 
showed us the routes taken by many of these tracked birds and these were much further 
west than for any other species, including stopovers in Vietnam. Ken told us how once the 
birds reach the Northern latitudes, the constant daylight means that the geolocators are no 
longer useful…or are they?! He looked at the patterns the geolocators were showing after 
arrival at the breeding grounds in the Arctic and found out that they could be used to indi-
cate when the birds were incubating on the nest! As they sit on the eggs, the geolocator 
experiences ‘darkness’! So the pattern of light and dark showed the number of days the 
birds were sitting on the nest and by using the known incubation period, researchers could 
determine whether a nest was successful or an attempt cut short! For the first time ever, 
they learnt that Ruddy Turnstones can have more than one nesting attempt if the first one 
fails, and that this can go on to be successful. They can renest as quickly as 5-8 days, and 
these second attempts contributed to 30% of all successful breeding. This is quite a signifi-
cant finding in more than one way. Technology can reveal information we never imagined!  
 

Demographics of populations  
Danny Rogers gave an amazing talk which opens your eyes to just how important it is to 
understand the demographics of populations you observe as they may not be all they seem 
to be! He had observed that the Grey Plovers visiting Australian shores during spring and 
summer are typically seen, prior to their departure, in the early stages of moult that bear 
closer resemblance to the female breeding plumage than that of the striking male breeding 
plumage. This led him to genetically ‘sex’ 120 birds in Australia and he found that 98% 
(116) were female! He then went further and looked at all the museum specimens from 
around the world to see what sex they were. Within the East Asian – Australasian Flyway 
that males were only migrating as far south as the Yellow Sea and the females all flew fur-
ther south! Why might this occur? None of the existing hypotheses about why there might 
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We have developed some colouring in sheets if you ever want to use these for any school 
or kids events/education, or even for a competition. 
 

Don't forget we have education kits and lots of Wing Thing activity books (we did a reor-
der); if you want any, just let us know. 
 

For small events, we may be able to supply you with calico bags with stencilled hoodies 
and red-capped plovers and paints if needed (until we run out), so think about whether 
you'd like to run anything over summer and ask us if we can assist. 
 

For Victorian events, we also have a badge making machine that you can enquire about 
borrowing - if it isn't in use and if we can physically get it to you! Too tricky to post! 
 

Grainne Maguire 

HOODED PLOVER COLOURING SHEETS be differential migration hold for this species: they don’t differ in body size (where one might 
be better suited to colder climates); they don’t differ in diet or foraging behaviour so it isn’t 
resource partitioning; they don’t differ in dominance and aggression, and while they do differ 
in the time that they arrive on the breeding grounds, with males arriving earlier, why would 
this drive females to migrate further south? Are males more constrained by the energetic 
costs of their amazing breeding plumage? This is a fascinating difference and it is not as 
marked in the African Flyway and there is no such differentiation in the American Flyway. 
While the reason is unknown, it does have conservation implications where our Australian 
shores are so incredibly important to the females of the species, and the Yellow Sea to the 
males! 
 

Gulf of St Vincent & Cheetam Saltworks 
Chris Purnell wowed us with his presentation in Google Earth, not to mention the content of 
his talk! We learnt how valuable the Gulf of St Vincent is to migratory and resident shore-
birds, in particular the Cheetam Saltworks. We also heard about the threats of vehicles to 
this critical habitat and it became clear that perhaps the local council would be wise to make 
use of the Port Gawler off-road park free to encourage its use over that of the adjacent wet-
land.  
 

Importance of the Yellow Sea 
Chris Hassell from the Global Flyway Network highlighted the importance of Bohai Bay in the 
Yellow sea and to the devastating impacts of land ‘reclamation’ – this is where mudflats and 
tidal areas are ‘reclaimed’ as land for industrial development. 
 

Rio Tinto & artificial salt fields 
We heard from Rio Tinto in particular Dampier Salt Limited (DSL) who have decided to invest 
in 7 DSL ‘flagship’ species to ensure that their saltworks will have birds into the future…this 
means tackling issues further afield in the Yellow Sea. The aim is to meet the daring state-
ment by their CEO in 2004 that they will have a net positive impact on biodiversity via their 
mining operations. Sound impossible? Well yes, however salt mining is one practise that has 
the potential to create high value habitat where artificial salt fields are known to attract and 
support shorebirds very well. While there is great merit in tackling migratory shorebird con-
servation, the motivation for this is worrying as the purpose is to be perceived as more ‘eco-
friendly’ than their competitors “so they will then be allowed to mine in more areas through-
out Australia”… It was also said quite flippantly that while “trees can be replaced through 
replanting”, some biodiversity impacts are harder to tackle. I think someone needs to edu-
cate Rio Tinto about old growth trees and the fact that they aren’t so easily ‘replaced’. 
 

Getting shorebird stories in the media 
A change of topic was brought by Karen Hunt, a journalist, who gave advice about success-
fully getting shorebird stories in the media. She suggested contacting local media with 5 dot 
points, a few quotes and to offer to supply your own footage, and this would really help the 
journalist consider using this story. She said that Facebook and Twitter were becoming such 
important media that to omit these from your media campaign would be a fatal mistake. 
Lastly Karen suggested keeping in regular contact with local journalists. 
 

Grainne Maguire 
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We, Fish ‘n’ Ships, recently took a group of Monash Conservation and Land 
Management students out to Mud Islands, on our vessel RORQUAL, which 
is an annual trip for the past few years.  This year, the dynamics of the 
bird populations seemed to be very different to year's previously.   
 

Not a single seagull, no eggs to avoid stepping on or chicks fleeing our 
step; an increased number of Straw-necked Ibis, which seemed to outnum-
ber the Australian White Ibis; the Ibis nests were all behind the first row of 
saltbush rather than last year when nests littered the first line of 
bushes.  Chicks were either well on the way to fledging or only just out of 
the egg rather than last year when they were somewhere between.  The 
pelican seemed to be about the same whereas there was not a Crested or 
Caspian tern to be seen, or even the remains of where they might have 
been. 
 

One of the lecturers on the trip, did his PhD on Mud Islands many years 
ago, and he thought that everything was disturbingly 'out-of-whack". 
 

Another trip to South Channel Fort some weeks ago, saw so many seagulls 
nesting and squawking, it was hard to move, breath or talk.  Another trip a 
few days ago, the numbers seemed to have diminished somewhat, with 
only a few eggs left, a few chicks still clinging to shelter but not one runner 
(maybe they had already run as another group had been on the island 
before us). 
 

I emailed Stephen Tuohy of Parks Vic about the observations and to offer 
assisting on any volunteer work on either of the islands and his response 
was a follows: 
 

“Thanks for the info.  I recently have taken out the Victorian wader Study 
Group to Mud islands & South Channel Fort for bird banding/observations, 
the species were all noted and recorded.  In regards to volunteer work, I 
have applied for a Conservation Volunteer group to assist with general 
maintenance, weed removal & nest box repairs etc.  Hoping to have them 
out soonish, probably keen to let the Crested Terns complete their nesting, 
it’s the first time that these birds have been here in such numbers?  Appar-
ently, none of the 700 birds that generally breed at King Island have ar-
rived?  Something strange going on in Bass Strait?” 
 

I am most certainly not an expert, but would be very interested in hearing 
any other observations and comments on these areas and their bird popu-
lations. 
 

Jan Taylor 
 

PS We were recently at Paynesville where we were told that a rather rare 
Black headed seagull -  Franklin’s Gull - was sighted … dozens of ’birders’ 
literally flocked to the area to observe this character. 

MUD ISLANDS & SOUTH CHANNEL FORT BIRD OBSERVATIONS 

Mud Islands: Beach view, 
juvenile Australian Pelicans 
& Straw-necked Ibis chick. 

South Channel Fort & Little Penguins in an artificial nest burrow. 
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